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PR 10th vd (iſt tes), ach Year 
of the French Republic, one and indeviſible. 


The A of the People Joux DAN 
(de la Haute Vienne) to Citizen CHARLES, 
Printer, rue Nicaiſe, No. 513. W 


TY o U have aſſured me, Citizen, that you 'would 
print with pleaſure the Memoir of the Operations 
of the Army of the Danube, which 1 propoſe to 
puoliſh : I accordingly ſend you the Manuſcript, 


If I were rich enough, I would circulate the 
Memoir gratis: but, as my circumſtances do not ad. 
mit of ſuch an expence, I authoriſe you to ſell it in any 
| way you ſhall think beſt; and I aſſure you that 
J do not mean to derive op: it any pecuniary ad- 
vantage whatever. | 


Heal and fraternity, 
70 URDAN, | 


Ix conſequence of the aſſignment which has 
been made me by Citizen Jourdan, author of 
the Memoir of the Operations of the Army of the 
Danube, 1 declare this work to be my property. 
1 place it under the fafe-guard of the laws, 
the integrity of my fellow-citizens : : and I will 
profecute in the tribunals any one who ſhall 
pirate the work, or e plrated editions 
of it. 


CHAR LES, 


Pe. ERSECUTED > by infuſtioe, expoſed to the 
moſt atrocious calumnies, attacked in his | 


honaur—which 1 is ſo dear to a man who has | 
any ſentiment of dignity, and to a repub- 


lican ; 1: yield, with extreme relu Rtance, 
to the wiſhes of my friends II have at 
length reſolved on the painful taſk of 
giving a faithful account, and throwing a 
new light on my military operations. How 
could I believe it poſlible that I ſhould 
ever be ſuſpected? But in a time > of ge- 
b 2 
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neral corruption daring villainy is too ſuc- 


.. ceſsful in its wiſh to blaſt and poiſon every 
thing around it. A people who have been 


ſo long betrayed ſcarce feel any other ſen- 
timent than that of ſuſpicion. They have 


ſeen ſo much perfidy, and been ſurrounded 


with ſuch various enemies, that they no 


longer believe they have any faithful de- 
fenders. In the. midſt of ſuch a confuſion 


of opinions, the virtuous man would ex- 


perience real diſcouragement, if he were 


not ſupported by the teſtimony of his 


| conſcience, and the hope of making truth 


triumphant. — If I ſtood alone, I ſhould 
brave the utmoſt efforts of calumny : but 


my filence weuld be a crane. if it ſhould 
deprive the brave troops who fought under 
my command, and thoſe officers who have 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves both by their ta- 


wy 


# i A 
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lents and their courage, of the juſtice due 


to them. Motives leſs powerful than theſe 


| would not have induced me to violate ' 


the law I had impoſed on myſelf, to delay 
the publication of my Memoirs till the 


return of peace. att res; ben 


3 


This ſmall part of them, which the 


misfortunes of the time wring from me, 


will give a triumphant anſwer to the falſe 
aſſertions of the Ex-director Reubell; who, 
in order to palliate the vices of a mon- 
ſtrous adminiſtration, had the audacity to 
declare, from the tribune of the council 


of Elders, “ We have entruſted great mi- 


“ litary power, more extenſive than the 
Republic ever poſſeſſed in former times ; 
« nor can it have been otherwiſe, ſince the 
very wreck of them has: ſo impoling an 


3 


« alpett.-—Theſe means have been confided 

* to ſome men, who have been ſucceſsful 
« till now, and whom fortune has aban- 
„ doned ; and to otliers whoſe gory has 
been tarniſhed by misfortunes; but not 


« effaced: we may till hope that glory 


*« will reattach itſelf to their car.” 


This Memoir will, 1 hope, impoſe ſilence 
on thoſe baſe ſpirits who accuſe, for the 
fake of accuſing, as well as thoſe violent 


and wicked men, Who Jon bear down 


integrity and virtue, by the weight of that 


| hatred and abhorrence which they alone 


deſerve. It will annihilate the reports wh ich 
have been circulated concerning 8 me,—that 
1 almoſt entirely deſtroyed the army ; that 


1 placed the conſcripts in the advanced 
poſts, and ordered them to be ſhot. A re- 


OE 
volting abſurdity, —that the moſt atrociout 
malice could alone imagine. The candid 
reader will be eaſily convinced, that I have 
done much more than could be reaſonably 5 
expected from the feeble pover entruſted” 
to me ; and that I never ceaſed to demand 
a force proportioned to the enemy. He 


will alſo perceive, that the diſaſters of our 
armies are the ſole work of the Directors, 


who ordered the Generals to fight, without 
affording them the means to inſure victory. 
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Taz Negotiations at' Raſtadt/ were 


Cabinets of Europe, and Auſtria employed an 
extraordinary degree of activity in recruiting its 


armies. It had collected an immenſe magazine 
of arms and warlike ſtores of every kind; and all 


its military energies were in a ſtate of preparation. 
It muſt have been under the influence of a very 


extraordinary deluſion, that an expectation of _. 
peace could have been indulged when ſuch hoſ- 


tile diſpoſitions preſented themſelves on all lides. 
8 


were now pro- 
tracted to a great length; and did not promiſe a 


1 


ESD; 
_ Ruſſia, who, to this moment, had cl 
_ herfelf with giving protection to the French 
emigrants, publiſhed to all the world its deſign 
to take a very active part in the war. The 
King of Naples refuſed to acknowledge the 
Roman Republic, and, in contempt of the moſt 
ſolemn treaties, received a ſquadron of Britiſh 
ſhips in its harbours. —Laſtly, from the month 
of Fructidor (September), in the ſixth year: of 
the Republic, every thing preſaged a new coa- 
lition, more terrible, perhaps, than the former 
one; ſince it threatened us at a time when a 
part of our reſources were exhauſted; when the 
genius of faction, the influence of royaliſts, the 
prolonged oppreſſions of the patriots, and a plan 
of reaction, countenanced by the Machiavelian 
ealculations of thoſe who governed, had almoſt 
annihilated enthuſiaſm, public ſpirit, and the 
love of liberty. Beſides, we had not our inde- 
pendence alone to defend,—we had allies to 
protect and to ſuſtain; Allies, —whom we could 
not . . S the mold ſacred 
duties. e h 


* 
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1 Þ 
It was from the aſpect of theſe dangers, 
| whoſe- extent could not be concealed, that a 
Director requeſted me to communicate to him 
my ideas on the military operations which it 
would be neceſſary to undertake in caſe f a 
war. D 8 | Sh 
My patriotiſm was influenced by very power- 
ful reaſons to prevent my being in haſte to ſa- 
tisfy his deſire.—I, however, delivered a memo- 
rial to the Director, in which, after taking a ra- 
pid view of our ſituation relative to the other | 
powers of Europe; and having made it appear 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary to prepare for 
war, I unfolded the plan of military operations; 
an account 'of which I ſhall proceed to commu- 


« The Houſe of Auſtria,” T ſaid, in this Me- 
moir, © muſt have given up every hope of re- 
« conquering Belgium, more eſpecially ſince the 
* ceflion of Mentz; but it certainly [entertains 
© the deſign of aggrandizing itſelf in Italy, of 
< deſtroying the republics which have been cre- 
B 2 


[ 4 J 
© ated there, of — the Kings of Sardinia 


_ « and Naples, and the Duke of Tuſcany; in ſhort, 


c of re-eſtabliſhing the ancient order of things in 
© that country. There can be little doubt but it 


e propoſes to reſtore the ancient form of govern- 


« ment in the Swiſs Cantons; and, perhaps, to 
appropriate to itſelf a part of them, under the 
« pretext of protecting the whole. There is every 


© reaſon, therefore, to preſume that the princi- 
pal ſtrength of this power will be directed to 
* Italy and the frontiers oſ Switzerland; and 


*« that, ĩt will but feebly defend that part of the 
empire which is ſituated on the left bank of 
the Danube. —It is equally to be expected, 


„that the King of Naples, the Duke of Tuſ- 
%  Cany, « and. the King of Sardinia, will ſupport 


« the intereſts of the Houſe of Auſtria, and that 
40 they will openly declare in its favour, as ſoon 
« as circumſtances will nit d the adoption of 
ſuch a meaſur e. | 


1 190 , *\ «3 
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Having da theſe; bee refletions, 
which ſubſequent events have ſo min juſtified, 1 


proceeded as follows: | ivortel 


| divided into Six Armies. One of fixty thou- 
« ſand men will be employed to conquer the 
«© kingdom of Naples, Tuſcany, and Piedmont, 


cc 


cc 
* 


11 . 
The whole of the French oops ſhould be 


and to convert their governments into repub- 

lics. This force ſhall alſo be employed to | 
maintain good order and tranquillity in the 
interior of Italy. : 


6 3 ied” of forty thouſand men, | 


cc 


"1% 


«c 


ſhall be employed to protect Holland, to keep | 
our towns on the Rhine, and to lay fiege to 


Ehrenbreitſtein, Manheim, and Philipſbourg. 
This force will prote& the communications 


and the cone of the * 1 5 in Ger- 


« An army conſiſting of eighty thouſand men, 
called the Army of the Danube, ſhall ſtretch 


by the ſhorteſt line from the Rhine to the Da- 

nube. It ſhall be protected on the left by the 

latter river, and on its right by the mountains 

of the Tirol. It ſhall be appointed to extend, 

by a chain of poſts as far as the Ens. | | 
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A Fourth Army, of forty thouſand, men ſhall 
te proceed from Switzerland to penetrate into 
the Tirol: and ſhall be deſtined to follow the 


« 


cc 


* movements of the Armies of the . 


and of * 


89 * 


« SRO of Italy, © conſiſting of forty 
thouſand men, ſhall attack the enemy in the 


states of Venice, and ſhall take the direction 


4 of Clagenfurt 


cc 


«ce 


10 


«6 


«c 


cc 


ec 
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*The three laſt Armies being united on the 
Ens, ſubje& to one Commander in Chief, and 


in poſſeſſion of all the roads which lead to 
Vienna, ſhall ſtretch on to the capital of 
Auſtria ; where a deciſive battle will, with- 
out doubt, determine the fortune of that 


State. 


1A Sixth body, of twenty thouſand men, ſhall 


remain in Switzerland. 


Such is the baſis, I added, of a plan for the 
campaign ; every part of which is ſuſceptible 


1 . 
«of an enlarged ſyſtem of detail, reſpecting the 
<, means of carrying it into execution. And 1 
*. vn an offer of my Wer e Ne 
p M7 " Recapitulation of the Nes, | 

1 of ral do Web . 66,000 men. 
Army of Ita 0,00 
Army of the Tirol . 40,00 
Army of the N .. . $0,000 

Army of Obſervation on the Rhine 40,000 

a of Obſervation in Switzerland 20,0 6371 


Total . . 320,000 


It appears, according to the operations which 
have fince taken place, that the Directory adop- 
ted that baſis of the plan of the campaign 
which I had propoſed, but that it neglected the 
means of enſuring ſucceſs, by falling very ſhort in 
the number of troops which I had determined f 


1 to be neceſſary for each Army. Experience has 
ſince proved that I had not overcharged the 
number which the ſituation of things required : 

e nor did I make a demand which it was not very 

e 


poſſible to accompliſh, ſince the legiſlatire body 


'S 


had decreed the funds for upwards of four hun- 


dred thouſand men; while the military conſerip- 
tion would be ſufficient to compleat the defective 
corps and even to form new ones. Real patri- 
otic intentions, and the ſimple exerciſe of com- 
mon ſenfe, would have produced the moſt bene-- 


_ ficial effects. The. Republic would have been 
exalted, its. maſt. brilliant periods would have 
been renewed; and it had only to avail itſelf of 


the refources which' the legiſlative body had- put. 
into itshands, to obtain the moſt important advan- 
tages. It could raiſe armies far more numerous 
than thoſe of its enemies, and would thereby have 
ſpared the effuſion of human blood ; becauſe, as 


battles would have been more deciſive, | they 
muſt have been leſs frequent. Brilliant victories 


would then have re- animated the courage of our 
warriors; and their enthuſiaſm would not have, 


been chilled by remaining in a long and painful 


state of defence. The Directory would then 
have economiſed the finances of the Republic 5. 
it would have ſaved the inhabitants of our fron- 


tiers, by enabling the Generals to make the ene- 
my's country the theatre of hoſtilities, and to 


- 


. — 


„„ 
derive from it the maintenance of the troops. To 
| have carried on ſuch operations it did not require 
the efforts of extraordinary genius: by a wiſe 
execution of the law that enforced conſcription, 
and in checking the diſaſtrous waſte of public 
money, the Directory would have ſoon: compel- 
led the belligerent powers to demand peace] 


.. There is a great kiatus to fill up in our laws ; 
or, to ſpeak with greater preciſion, it is imperi- 


_ ouſly neceſſary that a vigilant attention ſhould 


be given to their execution. The legiſlative' 
body, alarmed at thoſe revolting abuſes which 
they daily behold, will, doubtleſs, occupy them- 

ſelves in forming means to obtain clear accounts 
of the funds which they grant for the different 
branches of the public ſervice ; while the word 
reſponſibility, which has hitherto poſſeſſed a vague 
uncertain meaning, will at length acquire a de- 
termined ſignification. Then will that immoral 
ſyſtem ceaſe, which has transformed ſo many 
public men into private enemies; who, ſhield- 
ed by the impunity attached to their ſituation, 
have created, in the very boſom of our diſaſters, 

C 


- 


f $o 1} 
diſhonourable fortunes ; which has deprived the 
people of all confidence; and taught them to 
conſider the greater part of the civil officers, 
as rapacious plunderers: a ſyſtem wofully diſ- 
couraging to virtue, becauſe ir. filling every mind 
with ſuſpicion, it deprives the honeſt man of 
the moſt delightful of his enjoyments, the 
eſteem of his fellow citizens. In patient ex- 
'peCtation of the tardy hour of juſtice, this me- 
moir will prove, whether from treaſon or idiot- 
iſm, I ſhall not pretend to determine, that 
our Armies on the Rhine, have been entirely 
neglected ; and that this criminal negligence 
occaſioned the ſucceſſes of our enemies, on 
whom the French name, hitherto, had impreſſed 
a ſentiment of terror. 


The Executive Directory appeared to be ſatiſ- 
fied with the obſervations that Thad communicat- 
ed to them, and offered me the command of an 
army. The recommencement of hoſtilities was no 
longer a matter of doubt in my mind; and what- 
ever charm there might be for a republican en- 
joying the auguſt title of a repreſentative of the 


1 42 1 

people, and the honour of participating in the moſt 
important deliberations ; thinking, as I did, that 
I ſhould be more uſeful in the field than in the 
ſenate, I did not balance a moment, but quitted 
the chair of the Council of Five Hundred, where 
I at that time preſided, to take the command al 
the on of Mentz. 


had the plealute to receive the moſt flatter · 
ing teſtimonies of affection from my colleagues. 
A reception, the remembrance of which my 
heart ſtill cheriſhes, awaited me at the place of 
my deſtination, I was. received with tranſport 
by thoſe braye men, to whoſe minds my preſence 
. recalled the. ſcenes of their glory by thoſe 


75 brave men whom I had conducted in the ſame 


| campaign, from the banks of the Sambre to 
thoſe of the Rhine; and with whom, during the 
following campaign, I forced a barrier, which 
till then had been deemed impregnable. | 


My firſt care was to inform myſelf of the ſitu- 
ation of the army of which I took the command: 
and it appeared from the information of General 
C 2 


t = ] 
Ferino, who was temporary Commander in Chief, 
that it was compoſed of thirty-two thouſand and 
eighty-four infantry ; of ten thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and eighty- ſix cavalry, and four thouſand 
four hundred and thirty-four artillery, compre- 
hending the garriſons of all the places, from 
Duſſeldorf to Huninguen : the whole forming an 
Army of forty-ſeven thouſand three hundred and 


four men. $01}, 3 42997 G1 


The greater part of theſe troops were dif- 
perſed on the right bank of the Rhine, in the 
duchy of Bergues, in Weſtphalia, and Veteravia, 
as far as the Nidda. The inhabitants of theſe . 
countries furniſhed ſuſtenance for the ſoldiers, and 
forage for the horſes of the cavalry and artillery. 
The diſtricts on the right bank of the Rhine, in 
the vicinity of Ehrenbreitſtein, provided for the 
ſubſiſtence of the different corps employed in the 
blockade of that fortreſs. The towns, however, 
were without any regular ſupply of proviſions ; the 


Army was not poſſeſſed of magazines; while the | | 


contractors demanded payment of what was due 
to them, and refuſed to futniſh another article of 


n 1 
any kind. Of fix thouſtind horſes which had 
been promiſed to remount the cavalry; and 
which, according to the conditions of their pur- 
chaſe, ought to have been delivered on the firſt 
of Frimaire, (21 Nov) there arrived but eight 
hundred. Every other branch of the ſervice was 
in the ſame wretched ſtate. The pay of the 
troops was alone efficient, and was obtained 
from the funds that were produced by the con- 
tributions, levied on the countries conquered by 
France, but not yet united to it. 


I was compelled to employ my utmoſt exet- 
tions, to controul this alarming ſtate of affairs. 
I did not delay to inſtruct the Directory and rhe 
War Miniſter, by a very circumſtantial report 
on the ſituation of the Army of Mentz. I ad- 
drefled a ſecond, on the fixth Frimaire (26 Nov.), 
on the ſubject of furniſhing with proviſions the 
garriſon of Mentz. At length, on the eleventh 
Frimaire (1 Dec.), I completed my picture of 
the ſituation of the Army, by a third report, 
relative to the ſupply of all the places, within the 
| circuit of the Army which I commanded.—I here 


L 24 ] 


annex the letter which accompanied the laſt 
report. 5 | | 1 


Ia 


cc 


à ſtatement of the actual ſituation of the pro- 
viſion magazines in the different places com- 


priſed in the circuit of the Army which I 


* command. You will be convinced, on read- 
«ing it, that it is impoſſible to provide for their 


defence, if the moſt ſpeedy and efficacious mea- 
ſures are not adopted, to compel the contrac- - 
tors to fulfill their engagements, and to dif- 
tribute to thoſe places, on which the defence of 
the frontiers abſolutely depends, the proviſions 
neceſſary to complete their magazines. 


I have already tranſmitted to you an account 
of the ſituation of the Army, and of the Garri- 


ſon of Mentz ; and I have ſubmitted to you the 


means, which I think the moſt proper to ac- 
celerate the ſupply of proviſions. I ſolicit you, 
therefore, to take my demand into conſidera- 
tion, and to give the particular orders to the 
contractors to uſe the utmoſt expedition in 


| be | } 
l 15 J 8 
e providing the different places with the neceſ- 
« ſaries of which they ſtand in need.“ 


. The means I propoſed were prompt, certain, 
and of eaſy accompliſhment. They tended to 
the comfort of the united countries, and offered 
' conſiderable advantages to the Republic. Theſe 
departments abound in grain; but as they poſſeſs 
no opening for the ſale of it, ſpecie of any kind 
is very rare, and conſequently the collection of 
contributions proportionally difficult. The ad- 
miniſtrators of the departments la Roer and Mont- 
Tonnere propoſed to ſupply certain places with 
grain, at the current price, as a deduction of the 
contributions in arrear. This expedient, ſo ſimple, 
as well as ſo conformable to the intereſts of the 
people, was rejected: and the reaſon is evident, 
the burdenſome and oppreſſive mode of contracts 
was preferred, becauſe certain perſons were to be 
gainers by them. It is not the firſt time that the 
fate of the brave defenders of their country has 
been made ſubordinate to baſe and ſordid con- 
ſiderations. Thus it was that the Army remained 
without magazines, and the garriſons without 
proviſions. 1 
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Nevertheleſs, an inſurrection having mani» 
feſted itſelf in the countries formerly known as 
Belgium and Luxembourg, I was obliged to 
detach five battalions from my feeble Army, 
four regiments of cavalry, and a company of light 
artillery, to check the progreſs of this ſeditious 
ſpirit. At the very ſame moment, the Miniſter 
gave orders that a demi-brigade of the Army of 
Mentz ſhould march immediately into Switzer» 
Jand. The letter which he wrote to me on the 
occaſion proves, at the ſame time, that he was 
convinced how much I ſtood in need of rein- 
forcements. It is of ſufficient importance to one | 
a place in theſe memoirs. : 


* PARIS, 4th Frimaire, the 7th year of the 
Republic, one and indiviſible. 


| «© The Miniſter of War to Genera] Jourdan, 


Commander in Chief of the Army of Mentz. 


The large body of Auſtrian forces which 
have been collected in the Griſons and the 
Tirol, as well as the poſition of the Army of 

italy, oblige me to ſtrengthen the right of the 
Army of Helvetia, and to order it to detach a 


[ p17; 4 7 
« à corps of fqur 8 into nn. 


« of Ballinzone, beyond Saint Sadat, 0 cover 
7 eee ene e „ 0e at 2 
1 100 Sd !iveys 2 ad; 3g. 


[* This movement Mtg very 1 . . 
5 u ag the Army of Helyetia would fin itſelſ · 


©, t00-weak, for the moment, I have given orders 
©, directly to General Ghateauneufe-Randon, to- 
detach immediately a demi - brigade of the fifth 
© military diviſion to Baſſe; where it will be at 
the diſpoſition of General Shawembourg. 


I therefore ſolicit you to give ſuch-orders/as 
you ſhall think proper for i its being replaced i in 


« the | poſition. which. it ſhall have quitted ; 3H \ 


* however, it ſhould: be re to replace it. 


ED, L am | ſenlible, my So General, 1 the 
cc actual weakneſs of the Army of Mentz, may. be 
« the cauſe of your regarding with uneaſineſs the 
6 departure of a demi - brigade for Switzerland; 
* but I. aſſurg you that it ſhall be immediately 
replaced: and beſides, the formation of a body 
of Swiſs troops, which General Schawembourg 
D 


* 
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- s ordered to accelerate, and of which ſan- 
guine hopes are entertained, will be employed 
« to reinforce you with ſeveral demi-brigades 
t at the ſame time: they will be either Swiſs 
« or-drafts from the French Army in Switzer- 
* land. I ſhall alſo give directions to the ſame = 
effect from the interior of the Rhine, as ſoon 
« as'the conſcription and formation of the new 
corps will permit it, which I flatter wag 

* will be in a very ſhort time. 
(Signed) « SCHERER,” - 


From ſuch poſitive promiſes as theſe, I was 
furely juſtified in flattering myſelf with hopes on 
the occaſion; and they were realized in the follow- 
ing manner: The 13th Frimaire (December 3), 
a courier arrived from General Joubert, with the 
information that the King of Naples had com- 
menced hoſtilities in Italy. I had every reaſon 
to preſume that ſo weak a power would not 
have dared to attack a powerful Republic which 
had ever been victorious, without an aſſurance 
of ſupport from the Houſe of Auſtria. I con- 
ſidered, therefore, this unexpected aggreſſion as 


t #9 1 
' a notice to keep on our guard. I accordingly ; 
took every precaution to prevent ſurprize, and to 
put myſelf in a condition to execute the orders 
of the Directory. I compreſſed the cantonments; 
and united the right wing of the Army between 
Straſbourg and Huninguen, and the left between 
the Lahn and the Nidda, which was the line of 
demarcation preſcribed by the treaties. I ordered 
the. Generals to haſten the formation of the bat- 
talions in garriſon, ſo that in caſe of being put 
in motion, the march of the Army would not be 
impeded by conſcripts, without arms or clothing. 
At the ſame time I wrote a letter to the Execu- 
tive Directory, from which I give the following 


13 Frimaire, 1th year of the Republic. 

© I have this moment received, by a courier 

« extraordinary, a letter from General: Joubert, 
„ which announces, that the Neapolitans have 
« commenced hoſtilities by the attack of the 
«© Roman Army. It is to be preſumed that they 
would not have taken ſuch. a ſtep without the 
« certainty of being powerfully ſeconded by the 

| D 2 


© Auſtrians. General Joubert there ſolicits me 
< to give ſurh a poſition to the Army of Mente, 
c that the Emperor may not be at liberty, to e 


te ploy his whole force in Italy: but the weak 

©. ſtate of my Army will not permit me to diſ- 
t turb the enemy by any very e per —_ 
er Hoyle EDI of; ban ode 1 963 

l 22 i 562 v6 bothytzic Hoist mb | 
J pe deſire this arrival of f the ech 
ments, which the Miniſter of War promiſed 
e in order that I may take à reſpectable 

«poſition : but what can I do with twelve demi 
„ brigades, and from eight to nine thouſand 
4 cavalry, comprehending the troops in garriſon, 
1 diſperſed over eighty leagues. What move. 
« ment can J undertake, having the conquered 
«countries to maintain, and the blockade of 
5 Ehrenbreitſtein to form and to cover. All the 
* nccounts and information which I receive an- 

„ nbunce an approaching rupture. You will ſee, 
4 on the peruſal of the annexed paper, which 
comes from very reſpectable authority, how fat 
te may reckon on the good faith of the Auſtrian 

0 Cabinet. I am inſtructed by another account, 


* | 


FSS 
"vie bas been Fit che Fin Nabi, tht 
an officer of artillery and an Abſtrian commit- 
56 ſary, are arrived there, in order to erachate that 
66 place of its ordnance, and to condutt it to 
« Phillipſbourg ; where Auſttian cantioneers, ail 
« pyiſed as ſimple inhabitants, are to be con- f 
* thfted, in order to ſerve 1 „ 


) + ooo 
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In theſe uad Citizens Diets, 1 
te muſt entreat you to communicate to me your | 
e plan of the campaig 1, in cafe of à rupture, 
« that T may be able to conſider and make my- 
« ſelf completely maſter of it. In order to pre- 
vent all poſſibility of ſurprize, I am Proceed- 

© ing to take every neceſſary precaution ; and 
« have'i in n conſequence, c. &c.” 


The Miniſter of War, who had alſo been Tos 
formed by General J open of the renewal of 
"hoſtilities in lla. wrote to me on the 16th 
"Frinjair (6 Dee. ) the following 1 letter: 2888 


*% 
Leer 1 * 
* * + w 


931 


7788 


6. 20 acquaint you, my dear General, that he 
. Neapolitans Have conimenced hoſtilities, A. 
1 


| (i 22 1 
« attacked the French troops in the. Roman 
« Republic. General Championet has orders to 
4 give them battle. 


' 
,4 


« Sardinia, at the ſame time, is in arms againſt 
« us; and the Army of General Joubert is on 
« its march to Turin, to poſſeſs itſelf of Pied- 


„ mont, and to ſecure our communications, by 


© that ſtate, with the Ciſalpine Republic. 


WY. It does not yet appear that the Auſtrians 


© have made any hoſtile movement ; but, at all 
events, you will take ſuch precautions as your 

military diſcretion ſhall dictate in the preſent 
« circumſtances, and direct all the general officers 
under your command to be vigilant, and in 
« ſuch a ſtate of preparation as your actual force 


« will permit. 


I am endeavouring, by all the means in my 
power, to accelerate the formation of the new 


* demi-brigades, in order that you may receive 
* the neceſſary reinforcements. In the mean time, 


5 n is neglected that may haſten the levy 


C & ] 
& of ſix Swiſs demi-brigades, which are. appoint- 
« ed to reinforce the Army of Helvetia; which 
* will, in fact, be an acceſſion of ſtrength to you. 


ge perſuaded, my dear General, that I will 
* do every thing that depends upon me, to put 

« you in a condition to enſure victory to the arms 
of the Republic.” 


In the account I gave to the Directory and to 
the Miniſter, of the meaſures I had taken to 
prevent all ſurprize, and to make the moſt of the 
very weak Army under my command, I repeat- 
edly called their attention to the very mortifying 
and painful ſituation in which I was placed. I 
earneſtly called for reinforcements, and did not 
conceal the imminent dangers that threatened 
me. At all events, my correſpondence remaing, 
and will juſtify me in the opinion of every juſt 
and honeſt man. As for the unjuſt and the 
malignant; as thoſe who are intereſted in 
-heaping blame upon-me, I ſhall not endeavour, 
for a moment, to convince them, as they are pre- 
pared to ſhut their eyes . the moſt i incon- 
teſtible evidence. 


- * — 
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In chis manner did I expreſs myſelf in a letter 


to dhe Miniſter e ee a 


(9th December), | 338 £6 e Bal ui How? 


It is not to be doubted, if the war ſbould 
recommence, that the Auſtrians will preſent 


_ * themſelves. before me with a great ſuperiority 
of force; and I aſk, —What ſhall I be able to 


« do with ſuch a feeble army as mine? 


* 


V recall, therefore, with great earneſtneſs, 


to your remembrance, the promiſe you have 
made to ſend me reinforcements; without which 


L cannot flatter myſelf that I ſhall be able to 


* reſiſt the efforts that the enemy will, undoubt- 
% edly, make to throw me back upon the leſt 
bank of the Rhine, in order to facilitate its 
operations againſt the Army of Tah. 


I muſt alſo obſerve to you, that, by contract- 


ing my cantonments, the army will find it a 
difficult matter to ſuſtain itſelf, the country be- 
. ing actually exhauſted, and forage: becoming 


every day more ſcarce. On the n 


* 


* they are in want of it altogether. ... ; 0919 


66 
cc 
60 
cc 


cc 


60 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
13 
© 
60 
cc 


cc 


L 25 J 
« TI have alſo informed you, that there are no 
magazines; and that the garriſons are * Sa 
out any ſtore of proviſion. In ſhort, our ſitu- 
ation ſtill anſwers the diſtreſſing deſcription 
which I have already made known to you, 
by my preceding communications, 


In ſuch a . ſituation, Citizen Miniſter, | 


it is my duty to expoſe to you the urgent na- 


ture of our neceſſities; being perſuaded that 
you will do every thing that depends on your 
exertions to ſecure the ſafety of this frontier, 


| by ſending me thoſe reinforcements which 


are abſolutely indiſpenſable ; as well as by 
taking into your moſt ſerious conſideration 
our preſent wants, as they relate to horſes, 


proviſions, and money for the reparation of 
the pontoons and train of artillery, | 


| “ But 85 that as it may, I will 'do my utmoſt” 


ce 
ce 
ce 


i 


to prove myſelf worthy of the confidence with 
which the government has honoured me ; and 
I ſhall endeayour to employ the army in the 
beſt manner poſlible, by ruſting the attacks 


5 
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1. 78 the enemy, till you have enabled me to 
* aſſume an offenſive appearance; but unleſs 
« that is effected: there is eyery reaſon to appre- 


cc hend, that, encouraged by my inactivity, the 


6 Emperor will turn all his force towards Italy, 
e and obtain advantages to which he could have 
no pretenſions, if I were in a condition to 
e take active meaſures on che opening of the 


* campaign. * 


I did not ſuffer the Directory or the Miniſter 
to remain ignorant of the ſituation of the army. 
I did not ceaſe my ſolicitations for aſſiſtance in 
men, proviſions, and horſes; and continually in- 


ſiſſed on the abſolute neceſſity of affording me 


immediate ſupplies. What a ſtrange fatality, 
what a crooked policy, what ſecret combinations, 
have rendered my entreaties fruitleſs! I have, 
however, fulfilled my. duty, and my conſcience is 
at reſt. The republic, however, has experienced 
great misfortunes from this neglect of me 

thouſands of brave men have periſhed from the 
ſame cauſe; and ſoldiers accuſtomed to com- N 
mand victory have ſuffered defeats. But let theſe 


[4 1 
misfortunes be attributed to the power, which | 


contented itſelf with making promiſes that it 
derer realiſed which gave orders to Paſs 925 


in an advantageous conteſt with the enemy. Is 
the General then to be puniſhed for the defective 
energy of the Legiſlature? Is he to explate, by 
the moſt affliting diſgrace, the courageous re- 
ſiſtance with which he oppoſed thoſe meaſures 
that were inconſiſtent with the rights of the 
people? What unheard of vengeance ; that a 
whole army ſhould be ſacrificed to ruin ohe man! 
What idea can be formed of the conſcience, the 
morality, and the patriotiſm of an adminiſtration 
capable of theſe combinations? Such abomina- 
ble conceptions are worthy the tyrannical genius 
of Machiavel, that deadly enemy of freedom. 


The Directory appeared, neverthelefs, to feel 
the neceſlity of an army on the Rhine, that ſhould 
be ſtrong enough to undertake offenſive opera- 
tions, at the opening of the campaign: and it 
muſt be conſidered as a great misfortune, that 
the promiſes of the Miniſter, i in 1 his letter o _e 

| E 2 


L 28 “J 
21ſt Frimaire (11th December), of which I ſhall 
preſent an extract, were not carried into effect. 


« T acquaint you, Citizen General, that it is 
c the deſire of the Executive Directory, that you 
e jmmediately remove your head- quarters to 
c Straſbourg, and that you detach to the Upper 
* Rhine twelve battalions of wor and * regi- 


e ments of horſe. 


Though it does not appear probable, at 
e preſent, that the Auſtrians meditate an 
« attack upon us; nevertheleſs, I recommend 
« you to pay a very diligent attention to their 


« ſeveral movements. 


I am employed, at this time, in contriving to 
1 ſend you a reinforcement of troops. The 27th 
„and 89th demi-brigades are already under 
* marching ordegs to join the army of Mentz. | 


I ſhall ſend you eight other demi-brigades, 
« as ſoon as the new demi-brigades, de- 
« ſigned to replace them in the interior, are or- 


«a 


cc 


10 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


[#4] 
ganized : and J aſſure you, that I exert myſelf | 
to the utmoſt in accelerating the formation of 
« theſe new corps, in order to ſupply you, as 
ſoon as poſſible, with the neceſſary reinforce- 


ment. 


« The Helvetic Directory has agreed to fur- 
niſh France with fix complete demi-brigades ; 


and I have juſt remitted the funds for the or- 


ganization of theſe corps, which, 1 hope, will 


be ready in a month. This levy, which Schaw | 


embourg is employed to form, will enable 


you to draw from Switzerland ſeven French 
demi-brigades to reinforce the Army of the 


Danube. 


As have already informed you, the Army 


of Helvetia forms the right of your army, we 
ſhall accordingly ſtrengthen it, in concert with 
you, with the force it requires; and will ſend 


to your army its ſupernumerary troops. 


* It is at this time compoſed of thirteen demi - 


brigades, four regiments of light cavalry, four 


= 
% 
” N 
a. aa —- ʒꝑ•ꝛꝑ—¼iamʒů4 —————— — — — ———— - Y _ 


. 
& companies of light artillery; and ten compa· 
* nies of n. . 7 


t& That of PR confitts of eleven demi bri⸗ 


* pades; comprehending the 66th, which is in 


Belgium, twenty-ſix regiments of dragoons, | 


including the four which are in the nine united 


« departments, and the third regiment of Huſ- 


e ſars, which is at Liege, with fourteen compa- 
* nies of horſe, and thirty-eight companies of 


foot artillery, a0 


If the conſcripts arrive, as I hope, to com- 


< plete your brigades, the two demi-brigades | 


* of Holland ſhall remain with you: fo that your 
army will then confiſt of thirteen demi. bri- 
e gades; to which will be added two more that 


« am on the point of ſending you. 


« In fifteen days, or two decades, I reckon 


« that you will have thirty battalions, properly 


equipped and fit for actual ſervice ; and, in a 
“ ſhort time after, I ſhall endeavour to diſpatch 
_ « to you eight other demi-brigades, forming fix+ 
3 


— 
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« teen battalions, which will make a tatal ” 
ce "ROO 


The organized Swifs, and the battalions fur- 
te niſhed by Switzerland, will form fourteen more, 
“ fo that your army will then confiſt of fixty 
„„ battalions, which is the whole augmentation 
te that my efforts can produce for your army. 


ce Tt is fome time fince I have ordered a levy 
« of ſix thouſand Horſes to reinforce your caval- 
ce ry; and within fix decades I have cammanded 
* aſecond levy of fix thouſand more; ſo that 
8 previous to the opening of the campaign 
* your army will, I hope, be augmented with 
* fix thouſand horſes, and that the * will 
et follow. 


1 have alſo ordered fifteen hundred artillery 
# horſes for your Army, and I have given direc- 
& tions that all thoſe which are in the interior 
„ ſhall beſent to you; ſo that your wants in that 
« particular will not only be ſupplied but ex: 

c ceeded, 
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At the opening of the campaign, therefore, 


a ſuppoſing that- our enemies do not begin too. 


4 ſoon for us, your Army will conſiſt of ſixty bat- 


* talions: that of Helvetia will contain twelve ; 


© beſides eighteen Swiſs hattalions, thirty 


* regiments of cavalry, eighteen companies 
* of light, and forty eight of infantry artillery... 


“ There will remain alſo in garriſon, to guard 
the fortreſſes behind you, thirty dane, 


* with ſome regiments of cavalry,” ; 


The peruſal of this letter overcame me with 


joy; and made me look forward to the return of 


thoſe days of proſperity, whoſe remembrance 
was equally dear to the General and his Army. 
In the tranſport of enthuſiaſm which I felt on 
the occaſion, I exclaimed, in the preſence of ſe- 
veral of my officers, If the Miniſter keeps his 
« word, before the end of the campaign, I ſhall 


be at Vienna.” —In fact, was it poſſible for me 


to harbour a ſuſpicion, that the reputation of Aa 
General, the glory of an Army, and the fortune 
of the Republic, would be ſacrificed to concerted. 


tag 1 
plans of treachery, However, the .demi-bri« 
gades which were promiſed me from the inter 
rior were not arrived, even when 1 quitted the 
Army, and the fix Swiſs demi-brigades were 
never formed. It will appear, on the contrary, 
that. the regiments of cayalry entered, on the . 
campaign with no more than from two hundred 
and fifty to three hundred horſes: and that | 
when the Army of the Danube received orders 
to paſs the Rhine, it conſiſted of twenty-eight 
battalions, inſtead of the ſixty which bg * : 
LS to my hopes. 


PR | +3 


After 1500 a detail, the ene in Chief | 
will no longer be calumniated; and admiration 
and gratitude will wait upon thoſe brave Warri- 
ors, whoſe courage was not abaſhed by the ſy- 
periority of the enemy againſt whom, the com- 
bated with republican intrepidity. 
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I anſwered the Miniſter the "me Fr rimaire, | 
(16th. December). After giving. him an 30 

count of the orders ] bad! iſued for the execu- 

tion of the movement which, had, been Yr 
F 


« 
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ſeribed to me, and ha ving urged him to xert 


himſelf reſpecting the — of the 1 


I continued as follows: 2 
hs 1 
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I return you thanks, Citizen Miniſter, for 
the details you have given me reſpeCting the 


| « reinforcements that you propoſe to ſend me. 


- If circumſtances will permit you to execute 
ce your defi ign, and if the Auſtrians delay their 
" commencement of the campaign, I ſhall be 
6 very ſenſible of the pains you will have taken 
« to give me ſo fine an Army; and I will en- 


* deavour hereafter to make it triumph over the 


4 


* enemies s of f the Republic.” 51 
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While 1 was condemned to a Pall ſtate of 
inaftivity and waited i in vain the accompliſh- 
ment of the brilliant promiſes which had been 


made me, new ſucceſſes gave freſh ſplendor to 


the armies of the Republic. Championet, at 


the head of an handfull of brave men, repulſed 
the Neapolitan Army, and everything ſeemed 
to Juſtify © the preſage, that Naples would not 
long reſiſt theſe intrepid heroes. Who could 


1 
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have believed, that f uch prodigies of valour 
| ſhould have been loſt to the liberty of the peo- 
ple; that they ſhould have ſerved only to preſent 
ſuch an extraordinary ſpectacle, as that of a con- | 
quering General, puniſhed by a Republican 

Government for having overturneda throne. Vir- 
tue was accuſed by crime, baſeneſs triumphed over 
heroiſm ; while that fine country the conqueſt of 
a few days, became the prey of thoſe inſatiable 
| bload-ſuckers, wh ich have diſhonoured the French 
name by their violence and extortion —At length, 
deprived of its defenders, it ſubmitted again to 
the yoke of its ancient maſters; offering the hor- | 
rid picture of proſcription and revenge ; as well 
as of the puniſhment, captivity and death of thoſe 
high · minded men and generous enthuſiaſts, whoſe 
hearts had glowed at the name of liberty ; who . 
had called us to them by their wiſhes, and had 
ſupported us by their courage | what a wretch 
be muſt be, who can view theſe mournful ſcenes, 
without feeling his heart oppreſſed and his eyes 
moiſtened with tears; without being tranſported 
with indignation againſt the authors of ſuch nu- 
merous diſaſters. | Such an one, bas neither the 
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feelings of a man or a citizen, and'is not lefs ef. 
A from humanity than from his N 
it was at the = of this brilliant conqueſt, 

that the Auſtrians made certain movements on | 
the Lech and the Adige. They formed a junc- 
tion of their troops, and ſeemed diſpoſed to 
commence hoſtilities. The Fxecutive Directory 
received from their diplomatic agents the moſt 
poſitive information of this circumſtance; which 
they tranſmitted to me: and, on the zzth Ni- 
voſe, (January 13th,) I addreſſed the following 
letter to them, 


Citizens Directors; I have received the in- 
« telligence, conveyed to me in your diſpatch of 
« the 18th, on the motions of the Auſtrian 
© Troops. I have alſo received, from my emiſ- 
vc ſaries, the ſame information as that which you 
« have tranſmitted to me. General Maſſena has 
« conveyed to me a letter of General Joubert, 
« which announces the junction of the Auſtrian 
5 Troops on the Adige, and that they mani- 
« feſted a diſpoſition to attack him. An Army 


7 ö 
1 


3 
« of ſixty thouſand men is alſo formed on the 
Lech; and, from all appearances, the Auſtrians 
© meditate the recommencement of hoſtilities. 


5 
N / x 8 17 


Although I have already, and with frequenk 
« remonſtrances, made known to you the real 
« ſituation of the Army; I conſider it as my 
duty, in the preſent circumſtances, to repre- 
« ſent as conciſely as poſſible, the picture of its 
&« preſent ſtate and condition, ; 


The Army now conſiſts of twelve demi-bri- 
« gades of infantry, which form twenty-four bat- 
“ talions for the field, and twelve battalions for 


« the garriſons. 


he twelve garriſon battalions are diſperſed 
jn different places on the Rhine, from Duffel- 
« dorf to Huninguen. Only a part of them are 
“ armed and equipped; nor can they be pro- 
<« vided with what they want, till the arms and 
clothing are arrived. -» 


« The places of the firſt line are without any 


8] 
< ſtores of proviſions; and-it becomes me to in- 
E form you, that notwithſtanding all the promi- 
ſes which have been made to that effect, they 
are deſtitute of every thing :—at the preſent 


4 moment, the proviſions at Mens. are exhauſt- 
© ed. * * * | 


« The magazines of the Army continue 
to be in the ſame ſtate, as I have already 
<« repreſented in my different reports. The 
Army is maintained from day to day, and 
frequently by very extraordinary means: 
and I muſt add, that, without the zealous ex- 
« ertions of the adminiſtrators of the depart - 
< ments of the Upper and Lower Rhine, and 
© the good will of their inhabitants, the ſer- 
vice muſt have entirely failed, at the very 
moment when the troops arrived at their deſ- 
„ tination. 


I have already ſaid that the Army contain 
« ed twenty-four battalions: I ſhould alſo have 
added, that it has nine thouſand horſe, and 
«* five thouſand artillery. 


- 
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« After the ſurrender of Ehrenbreitſtein, the 


« Army, capable of entering upon action, will 


“ amount to about thirty-three n men. 
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* The French Army in Helvetia, which is 
« given in charge to me, by the letter of the 
« Miniſter, dated the iſt of Frimaire, (iſt of 
cc December,) to regulate its movements and 
© military operations, is compoſed of thirteen 
e demi-brigades of infantry, four regiments of 
light cavalry, four companies of light and ten 
companies of infantry artillery, which will 
« form an Army fit for ſervice of about _ 
a” thouſand men. | | 

c As it does not belong to me to take cognĩ- 
ce zance of what paſſes in Switzerland, I do not 
« know how General Maſſena will diſpoſe 
« of his Army; and if the thirteen battalions 


in garriſon, out of the thirteen demi-bri- 
« gades which are in Switzerland, will be ſuff.- 


« cient to preſerve the tranquillity of the coun- 


« try. But ſuppoſing that to be the caſe, you 


4 


1% ] | 
* muſt, perceive, Citizens Directors, that the 
<-whole diſpoſable force of the Republic, from 
Mount Saint Gothard to Duſſeldorf, conſiſts 
« of two Armies, able together amount to 
no more than ſixty three thouſand men. 


1571 Z 22 


«Haring: thus W to your view, Gr 

10 eee the real ſituation of our active force, 
permit me to ſay one word upon that mach 
e eee | Mr 


18 22 
& 


1% daa to hw various accounts which 
* haye reached me, Auſtria has an actual Army 
of three hundred and twenty thauſand.men. 
« 'Nor is there any reaſon whatever to doubt of 
the 3 ene of a Ruſſian i * ** 

1 V this devs you. eh perdezye; is if 
| «, the enemy marches two hundred thouſand 
men into Italy, there will ſtill remain an im- 
<-menſe. ſuperiority over the Armies of Mentz 
and Helvetia. I do not pretend to be initiated 
in diplomatic ſecrets, but I feel it my duty, in 
my Character as Commander in Chief, to 
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© The Miniſter of War, by his letter of the 
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whom you haye been pleaſed:to entruſt, the 


fafety of this frontier of the Republic, to ob- 
ſerve, that it would be highly imprudent to 
to the Tyrol and Bavaria 


march our troops 1 
if we did not poſſeſs an Army of Obſervation 


on the Rhine; without which Holland, our 


fortreſſes on the Rhine and in Belgium, * 
* V # % u ] ⏑ @ 8 © 0 #%% 


* * * „ „ „„ # „„ „ „„ „ ®,# 


„„ „„ 


in ſhort, the communications of the Army, 
would be expoſed to the attacks of the ene- 
* my's troops, who will certainly quit Bohemia 


to approach the Maine, 


21ſt Frimaire (11th December), had encou- 
' raged me to hope that the Armies of Mentz 
and Helvetia would be advanced to ninety 
battalions for the field, thirty regiments of 
cavalry, eighteen companies of light, and 


eighteen companies of infantry artillery. If I 


could flatter myſelf that I ſhould: poſſeſs ſuch 
a body of troops under my command, at the 
| G 


| 

| 

| 
1 
| 

ö 

- ! 
' 

[ 
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1 
« gpening of the campaign, I ſhould be animat- 
«ed with the hope of adding new luſtre to the 
« arms of the Republic : but as their arrival de- 
« pends on the raiſing, the organizing, the arm- 
« ing and equipment of the Swiſs demi-brigades, 
and of ſeveral demi-brigades in France; as I 
« well know, from the information which I have 
received, that theſe operations are very tardy in 
« their advancement ; as, in ſhort, there is every 
appearance that the Auſtrians will not delay 
the recommencement of hoſtilities ; I have too 
much reaſon to apprehend that the promiſes 
'* of the Miniſter will be too late in their ac- 
« cempliſhment. But be that as it may, Citi- 
*« zens Directors, I will do the utmoſt in my 
* power, with the troops that are allotted me, 
to prove myſelf worthy of your confidence; 
and if I cannot, from the inadequate means I 
“ poſſeſs, fulfil all my wiſhes, I flatter myſelf 
« that I ſhall be ſo fortunate as to check the 
_ « ſuperior force of the enemy, and to retain the 


< conqueſts we have won. 14 
«M$ ‚•·ãů % „ * 
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I ſuppreſs many other letters, to avoid a tire- 
ſome repetition. . But in all of them I continu- 
ally reverted to the ſame object, — the afflicting 


deſcription of the Army. Entreaty ſucceeded 


. entreaty to obtain ſuccour ; nor was I wanting 
in my remonſtrances on the evils to which the 
troops would be expoſed, if reinforcements and 


ſupplies were delayed. But I never received any 


anſwer whatever from the Directory, and flatter- 
ing promiſes were all J received ſrom the Mi- 


niſter . : | By 


1 


In the mean time, General Dallemagne in- 
formed me, 6th Pluvioſe (12th January), that 
the garriſon of Ehrenbreitſtein had propoſed to 


evacuate the place. That fortreſs, though it be- 
longed to the empire, had been blockaded by 
the troops of the Republic, according to the or- 
ders of the Executive Directory. As the garri- 
ſon, in this ſituation, could not receive any ſuc- 
cour, it was at length reduced to ſuch a ſtate as: 
to be wholly without ſubſiſtence. 
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The Commanding Officer at firſt propoſed to 
leave à company of his garriſon by way of ſafe- 
guard ; he demanded alſo to take with him all 
the artillery, ammunition, train-equipage, and 
military effects. This propoſition was rejected; 
and the Imperial Commander, conſcious of the 
mipoſſibility of holding out any longer, made 
che following propoſitions to General Dillcinagus, 
e were e 7 


5 Ebrenbreitfiein , 234 January 1799. 


* The Commanding Officer of the Fortreſs of Ehren- 
« breirflein to Citizen Dallemagne, General of 

„ Div iron, wee the blockade thc the bad 
e eee a e 


«Cintazy GuxprAL, ie "I 


My propoſition of yeſterday reſpedting the 
| © manner in which I had deſigned to evacuate 
« Fhrenbreitſtein, although founded on the prin- 
« ciples which I had laid down in the declara- 
« tion, contained in the fame letter, not having 

* gbtained your afſent ; nothing remains for me, 
6 Citizen General, but to ſend you the arrapge- 


[45 } 
* ment agreed upon, in the converſation held 
« by you and the officers whothad 1 been autho- 
« riſed by me for that purpoſe; viz. + 


i. « Arr. 1, The garriſon under my command 


e ſhall evacuate the fort the 27th Tanuary, at 


* nine 0 clock in the morning. It ſhall be form- 
« ed in two columns; the firſt of which ſhall 
« take up their quarters at Montauber, and the 
ce ſecond at Wallendard and its B nrg 4 
« from which it ſhall depart on the 28 t. 


ART. 2. The garriſon ſhall march oh with 


te drums beating, colours flying, 971 _—_ 


« and AY arms and baggage. A 18268 


* 


0 A 3. It all take with it two field- 
c pieces for each battalion, and one caiſſoon, 
« making a total of ſeven "OP and two Wur- 


% pounders. 


8 , , : 
+ ««/ . he 
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* ART. 4. The battalions ſhall take with them 
« their tents and camp utenſils, in carriages or 


* on horſes, which ſhall be provided for theit 


'# 


. » 1 1 * 4 
4 * ec: 1 
1 - * * NA 3 4 


— — —— — ern s 79 


re — - th y_— 


L 46, J. 


tranfport; as well as the records, archives, 


*,and.eyery thing that is not abſolutely attached 


e to the place. 


By « ART, 5. As the 3 is provided with 
2 a very ſmall number of horſes, for the tranſ- 
port of the artillery, military effects, and bag- 
gage, the neceſſary meaſures ſhall be taken 

to furniſh it with ſaddle and draught horſes, 
2 as well as waggons, till it has * the line 


a of neutrality. 


0 Ax r. 6. It ſhall direct its route by Frank- 


- « fort, on the Maine, paſſing through Mont- 
5 aubar, Limbourg, Camberg, and Henickein, 


c where the whole ſhall arrive on the 2d of 
February. It ſhall receive every kind of con- 
« yenience and accommodation, be allowed to 
* make ſhort marches, with one day of reſt 


4 for the firſt column at Limbourg on the Lahn, 
cc and for the ſecond at Montaubar. 


» © Azr, . It ſhall be ſufficiently furniſhed 
* with bread, meat, and forage, till its arrival 
* at the line of neutrality. 


1 1 

% Arr, 8. The officers who cannot take all 
„ their effects with them ſhall be allowed to 
« depoſit the remainder at Thal, or in any other 
« place which they ſhall chuſe. They ſhall alſo 
« be at liberty to diſpoſe of them, and perfect 
* ſecurity ſhall be granted. The ſame permiſ- 
« fjon ſhall be allowed reſpecting the archives, | 
« gcc. which, on account of their bulk, will not, 
« at preſent, admit of being tranſported.  _ 


« ART, 9. The invalids, whether officers or 
« ſoldiers, &c. the individuals of the body-guard” 
« of his Highneſs the Elector of Treves, who 
<«-are not in a ſtate to perform military duty, as 
« well as the artiſts, tradeſmen, 8c. ſhall remain 
« at Thal; or ſhall obtain, if they require it, 
the neceſſary paſſports, to remove with their 
« effects, and without obſtruction, wherever 
they ſhall think proper. 9 
© ART. 10. The ſick, who cannot be trauſ- 
ported, ſhall remain in the lower fortreſs, 
which they now occupy. ' They ſhall be taken 
care of at the expence of their Sovereign, by 


* 
* 


* 


8 
the officers of health who ſhall be left for that 
+ purpoſe, with an officer and a detachment of 
ten men. On the re-eſtabliſhment of their 
« health; they ſhall follow the garriſon, ſubject 
*to'the ſame conditions. 


« ART. 11. The ladies of the officers, with the 


« wives and children of the ſoldiers who do not 


4 accompany the garriſon, ſhall enjoy perfect ſecu- 
< rity in their perſons. and properties; and ſhall 
have the liberty to remain at Thal, or to remove 


to any place agreeable to themſelves. 


« Aar. 12. The Garriſon ſhall take away, be- 
«ſides the arms which the ſoldier carries in his 


| at own perſon, thoſe which belong to their re- 
ſpective companies. | 


Receive the aſſurance of my high eſteem, and 


of the diſtinguiſhed conſideration with which 
Jam, | | 
„ Citizen General, 
| |. * Your very humble | 
And very obedient ſervant, 
(Signed) Colonel dz FAB ER.“ 
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The twelve articles above elted are received, | 
cc. bank accepted by me, General of Diviſion, com- 


4 manding the blockade of Ehrenbreitſtein. 


(Signed) © DALLEMAGNE.” 


„ Coblentz, the 5th Pluvioſe (24 Jan.), in 
dae yth Year of the French Republic, 
hs do e _ 


#\ 


The eto of dus per e an 


advantages to the Republic. It reſtored to the 


active fervice of the Army, the troops which 


were employed in the blockade of it, and ſecures 
a place of retreat to the forces who are in ſervice 
on the Maine, by its ſtrong tete de pont, on the 


right bank of the Rhine. It alſo offers an open | 


ing, by which the Armies of the Republic may 

with great eaſe penetrate into Germany, a coun- 
try, which, if we may be allowed to form con- 
jectures from political probability, will long con- 
tinue to be the theatre of war. In the fort was found 
144 braſs and 48 iron cannon, 90,443 balls of 
every calibre, 15, 229 bombs, 60,000 grenades, 


4900 artillery powder cartridges, 4000 ball Car 


tridges, near a million of cartridges for the in- 


ſantry, 376,000 pounds of common powder, 
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r 
6000. pounds of fine powder, 38, 000 bullets, 
5193 muſquets of different calibres, 2880 car- 
. tridge boxes, with howitzers, and other military | 
ſtores, 8 


In my account to the Directory of the ſurren- 
der of Ehrenbreitſtein, I diſcharged a duty and 


felt a pleaſure, in offering to General Dallemagne | 


and the troops which he commanded, the tribute 
of praiſe. which they had ſo well deſerved. —The 
following letter. expreſſed my ſentiments on the 
ſubject: 5 5 


_ General Dallemagne ſpeaks in very advan: 


© tageous terms of all the corps who have been 


employed at the blockade of Ehrenbreitſtein, 


and in a particular manner of certain officers, 


« I entreat you, Citizen Directors, to afford 


* to the latter the teſtimony of your approbation, 
* which, on every account, they ſo well merit, 


10 General Dallemagne has alſo a claim to the 
He accelerated the reduction 


oy « higheſt praiſe. 
* of the Place. by his activity, his zeal, and 


| e 10 ei 

ie military diſpoſitions.Vou have juſt granted 

* him the retreat which he ſolicited, and he well 

& deſerves that ſome proof of your regard ſhould 
4 22 Matt: 
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| My mahnte for the completion of the 


Miniſter's promiſes enereaſed in proportion as a 
renewal of hoſtilities became more decided. 
The agents and emiſſaries of Government had 
ſufficiently inſtructed me on that ſubject.— Was 


it poſſible for me to believe; that there could 


exiſt any other intereſt than that of the Republic; 


or any other wiſh but to preſerve it? Suſpicion 
had never yet found acceſs to my heart. If 


ignorance can ever be a bleſſing, it is when it 
prevents us from diſcovering. the wickedneſs of 


men; and ſurrounds us with pleaſing deluſions. 


If, however, the truth is at length. unfolded 
to us, we become a prey to grief and dejec- 
tion; we deſpair of the age in which we live; 
and are almoſt compelled to hate mankind, 
when we ſee the corruption of which * are 
| ae 
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„ 
laſtead of reinforcements fo often demanded; 

and as often promiſed, I received a general in- 
ſtrudtion for the ſeveral Armies, and a ſtatement 
of the compoſition of the Armies on the Rhine; 
which, without giving me one additional man, 
ſeemed to ſubje& one hundred and fifty thoufand 

to my diſpoſal. I cannot diſpenſe with preſent- 
ing this document to the public, that it may per- 
iceive with what addreſs and perfidy my demands 
were eluded; and be able to trace, with on 
Facility, the events that followed, | 


, Infruftions on the ic Defination and general Means 
F the Armies on actual Service at the Moment when 


\ Holibities Jhall be renewed. 


If hoſtilities ſhould be renewed in Gnas 
| 4550 Italy, there will be five Armies in a ſtate of 


preparation for actual ſervice. The Army of 
Mentz, the Army of Helvetia, an Army of Ob- 
ſervation on the Rhine, the 8 a . and 
IN Weke/ ert 3 8 


The French Army in the Batavian Republic, 
will continue, till it receives further orders, to 
* 


IL 3 


cover the frontiers and territory of that Republic 


But it may ſuſſer a reduction of from fifteen to 
twenty thouſand men; and the ſurplus of its 
forces ſhall be + pms the Army of Ob- 
eration. 


N 222 ind Deftnatio 7 the Armies 10 eme 
ſ FSCervice. 
Tun ARMY or Mare, 
As ſoon as hoſtilities ſhall be renewed, the 
Army of Mentz, compoſed, according to the 
annexed table, of about forty-ſix thouſand men, 


of every military denomination, is particularly | 


15 | deſtined to act 1 in Suabia and Bavaria. 5 


This Army muſt be immediately provided with. 


a park of Artillery, magazines of proviſions, 
carriages, equipments, and commiſſaries, pro- 
portioned to its ſtrength, and regulated aecord- 
ing to its deſtination ; which is to be conſtantly 
acting in a country varied by plats” 110 deßles, 
and ſometimes interſected by rivers. 


It ſhall be collefied, with the leaſt poſſible delay, 
between Huninguen and Landau, and diſpoſed 


E 1- 


if fach's an as to be able to make its way 
into Suabia by Kehl and Huninguen, on the firſt 
order of the Directory, or the n | 
on the part of the Auſtrians: | | 


It ſhall We by rapid marches, and in fete 
ral columns; to the ſources of the Danube, by 
traverſing the Black Mountains. It will proceed 
from thence, between that river and the Lake of 
Conſtance ; its right puſhing forward beyond the 
Lake, ſo as s to bear upon Bregentz. 


on a ſuppoſition, that, from the poſition ot 
force of the enemy, or by gaining upon him 
from very active marches, the Army of Mentz 
could advance at once to the Upper Lech; it 
ſhould make that movement, and execute it 
with the utmoſt rapidity, to prevent the Auſtrians 
from paſſing that river. 


The probability of ſucceſs in this expedition 
is particularly applicable to the ſuppoſition that 
hoſtilities may be commenced by the French 
Army. 


\. „ #t 

When the Anny of Mentz is arrived at the 
e it ſhall take the name of the Army of 

the Danube. Its right will then be ſupported 

by the left of the Army of Helvetia, and it will 

confider as a principal object, the facilitating the 

march of the latter into the Griſons and the 

| Tyrol. The ſucceſlive movements that it will be 
* able to make; on the Lech, the Iſer, and the 
A Inn, muſt be regulated by the diſpoſitions of the 
4 enemy; having it always in view to WR 

1 r ee of the . we ie N | 
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The Army of H elvetia, compoſed of about 
thitty thoufand men, and to which will be added 

the Helvetic demi-brigades, who are in a ſtate 


3 to enter on the campaign, is deſtined to invade. 
f the eden of the Erie and the Ty” nb 


1 


The left and the 1 of this aW 
the Rhine, between Bregentz and Moyenfield : 
part of which is to advance upon Coire, and 


part upon Bregentz, of which it is to get poſ- 
ſeſſion. 


"bf 56 HF 
2 Abe naht of the Army of Helvetia, eompoſed 


of the demi-brigades which are at Ballinzone, 


and. ſupported, by an equal number of troops, 
detached from the Army of Italy in the Walte- 
line, ſhall march to Glarentz by the Walteline, 
5 from _—_— Botgen nen. 
Hui. 2 Tamov arr 2 YL 
adi The left le the centre, 7 08 ae * 
having. got paſſeſſion of Bregentz and of Coire, 
and after leaving ſufficient troops to guard thoſe 
points, will unite to gain the ſource of the Inn, 
by forcing all the paſſages up to Inſpruck, of 
which they, * analen maſters. 


cds Yo alontac 

When the right of the * nl is e at 
Brixen, the Army of Italy, will be able, if cir- 
— require it, to withdraw its troops 
from thencs, if it ſhould. be. preſſed by a ſu- 
perior enemy, or be any 238 N to its 
e 


\. "3 


When the Army of Helvetia has, poſſeſſed . 


itſelf of Bregentz, it will aſſume the name of 


the Army of the Tyrol. It is under the: com- 


— 


C 
mand of General Maſſena, but in all the grand 


movements and operations of the war, ſubordi- 
nate to the Commander in Chief of the Army of 


W + Hi 5% NN 

Ji W of this diſpoltion;'t the ng 
mander in Chief of the latter Army, may, as 
circumſtances require, draw off to his right and 
emiploy a part of the Army of Helvetia, obſerv- 
ing, at the ſame time, that it is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the ſucceſs of the campaign, that this 
Army ſhould get poſſeſſion af the-valley of the. 
Inn 2 the city, of e rag 


* . Ry 
: O I SF ws / g % 
| 4 1144 "4 


TRR Ai NOTED FRO.” af; 40} 
An Army of Obſervation on the Rhine ſhall 
be formed and n with the _ rw 
dition; 1 
The command of it is entruſted to General 
Bernadotte. It conſiſts of forty-eight thouſand 
men, including the garriſons of different for- 
treſſes on the Rhine, and. is appointed to cover 
all the fortifted places and bridges on that 
I | | f 
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river, from Huning guen to Duſſeldorf, as well as 
the e upon its "_ bank.” | | 


It is charged with continuing ds blockade of 
Ehrenbreitſtein, the operation to be undertaken 
againſt Phillipſbourg, and to ſupport, at the ſame 
time, the motions of the Army of Mentz, by the 
appearance of troops on various points; par- 
ticularly on the Maine, the Neckar, and the 
Ens. | 4 908: 


It will furniſh garriſons for the towns on the 
Rhine, ſometimes employ their force, by way of 
defence, and ſometimes, as it may be neceſſary, 
for the . maintenance of good order, and the 
ſecurity of public eſtabliſhment, according as 
theſe places may be more or leſs menaced, by the 
reſpective poſitions of the French and hoſtile 


It will detach the troops that may be neceſſary 
for the blockade of Ehrenbreitſtein ; and the ſur- 
plus of the Army, which will be, to ſpeak with 
more accuracy, the diſpoſible corps, will form, 
in conſiderable force, on the right bank of the 


I 
Rhine, before Mentz, between the Lahn and the 
Maine, in order to advance by the Landgraviate 
of Heſſe d'Armſtadt, to Manheim and Phillip 
bourg. 4 | 


_ This corps will act as circumſtances ſhall ſug- 
geſt, on either bank of the Rhine ; conſidering it 
as principal objects to ſupport the operations 
of the Army of Mentz, to poſſeſs itſelf of Ehren- 
breitſtein and Phillipſbourg, and to cover from 
invaſion the left bank of the Rhine. 


This Army, though conducted by a Com- 
mander in Chief, ſhall be ſubordinate to the 


General commanding the Army of Mentz for 
the grand movements and operations of the 


War. 


ARMY OF rat, f 


The Army of Italy, compoſed of hone FT 


thouſand diſpoſible troops, on the Adige and 
the Po, excluſive of the Ciſalpine, Ligurian, 


Piedmonteſe, and Poliſh n ſhall act to the 


left of Trent. 
12 


c 1 
The main body of the Army ſhall paſs the 
Adige towards Verona, and, after taking that 
town, thall neceſſarily drive the ur behind 
the Brenta and the Piava. | 


"The corps detached from this Army in the 
Walteline, ſhall take the direktion of Glarenr, 
Robzen, and Brixen, in concert with the corps 
of the Army of Helvetia in the e of Bel- 
linzone. 

/ 

On its arrival at Brixen, this corps will rejoin 
the left of the Army of Italy, if the enemy ſhauld 
be in ſuch force as to render it indiſpenſable ; or 
that it ſhould be neceſſary to the ſucceſſive * 
tions of the Army of Italy. 04 


This Army is alſo deſtined to poſſeſs itfelf of 
Tuſcany, on the firſt orders it : receive to 
that elde. * 
| 3 ould be in polſeſion of more 

than fifty - thouſand French troops, in that cafe 
the ſurplus ſhall ſerve to cover Piedmont and the 


3 


I 
Ciſalpine, and to recruit the Army on dire 
. 


» N * Karl 1 * L dQ Ay 
ARMY oF Roms. , 


The Army of Rome will proceed in the con- 
queſt of the kingdom of Naples, and when ar- 
rived there will take the name of the Arg of 
Naples. 


It is charged to afford faccoitr * the iſlands of 
Corſou and Malta. 


The plan for the conduct of the war, being 
fully ſettled, and tranſmitted to the Commanders 
in Chief, points out to them the ſeries of opera- 
tions which they are to execute: and they will 
adhere to it, till they receive Contrary orders 
from Coreg 2288 


4 


Approved by the Minifter of War. 21 


Signed) | | Sith an, ; 
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TABLE | 
0f the Compton ofthe Arne 0s the Rhine 


Troops on the Batavian Territory. 


10 Field battalions, 7 battalions in 
garriſon, total 17 battalions 9,438 men. 
4 Squadrons — — 44 | 
7 Companies of foot artillery — 575 
1 Company of horſe artillery — 76 | 


Total 10, 503 men. 


Army of Mentz. 
15 Demi-brigades, forming 30 bat- ig; 
talions of field troops, at 2,224 : 
men the demi-brigade . —— 33, 360 men. 


18 Regiments of horſe, forming 68 
ſquadrons | 


— 8 B47 
16 Companies, foot artillery 1408 
10 Ditto, horſe ditto 756 
t Ditto, workmen ditto 100 | 
6 Ditto, pontoneers 400 
6 Ditto, ſappers 1200 


1 2 1 


1 Company, miners 100 
x Ditto, aeroſtats 61 | 
Ss _— 4, 
Total 46,232 men. 


—— 


Army of Obſervation. 
10 Field battalions — — 8,349 men, 
24 Garriſon battalions —— 22,14 | 
15 New-raiſed ditto. —' — 7,536 
11 Regiments of horſe, forming 38 

ſquadrons 


„ 
| | | 
Artillery and engineers — — 4,291 


Total 47,266 men, 


; Army Helvetia. 
13 Demi brigades, forming 26 bat - 
talions, at 2, 224 men the demi- 

brigade — —— 238,912 men, 
+ Garriſon battalions — = 6,776 
8 Squadron — — 1,212 
Artillery and engineers w—— 1,832 


Total 38,732 men. 


— — 


1 1 


General Recapitulation. 


French Army on the Batavian ter- 

—_ — — — 10,503 men, 
— — of Mentz — 46,232 
im Hevetia— 38,732 
— of Obſervation — 47,266 
Conlcripts: — — 7. 


«4% _ „ e ge 0 
Ilu0otal 549,733 men. 


| There is FIrY a | palpable uniformity between 

the Memorial which I preſented to the Director, 
and the tenor of the Inſtructions, that the pur- 
port of the latter may be readily traced from the 
opinions of the former, It may be (aid, indeed, 
to differ from'it in nothing but the number of 
troops it appoints. to each Army: but this differ- 
ence was very important, as it deſtroyed all the 
hopes that IJ had coneeived from a plan matured 
by experience and reflection. Nevertheleſs, 
if the troops, fet forth in the table annexed 
to the copy of Inſtructions, had in reality 
joined-the Army, the Republic would haye 
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preſerved its military glory. The Generals of 1 
France could not, perhaps, flatter themſelves 
that they ſhould immediately obtain any deciſive 
advantages, over hoſtile armies ſo much more 
numerous than their own ; but the French would 
not then have ſeen thoſe laurels withered, which 
were gained by ſuch prodigies of yalour: the 


f firſt days of the campaign would not have been ö 
i diſtinguiſhed by defeats, and a reyerſe of for- 
tune, which was the more fatal, as it tended to 
damp the ardour of the French youth, who, for 
the firſt time, approached the tented field; and. 
14 having lived amid the ſedyQions of ariſtocracy | 
and royaliſm, in the interior parts of the king- | 


dom, required the ſplendour of victory to fortify 
and confirm their wavering patriotiſm. Victo- 
ries were alſo neceſſary to invigorate our ancient 
* warriors, who may have loſt, in a long period of 
inaction, a part of that energy and military en- 
thuſiaſm, which can only be nouriſhed by the | 
daily habitude of dangers and of combats. We | | 
alſo ſtand in need of ſucceſs, that we may prove | 
our ſuperiority to our new enemies, the fero- 
Figs ſoldiers of the North. Is it poſſible that 
K | 


* 

* 
1 
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2 & Þ \ ——— — 
* 
> _ 
A 


1 


1 66 

tuch confi derations as theſe could eſcape the 
DireQory ? ? They are not the fruits of great po- 
litical genius or acquired by profound reflec- 


tion: : No, they are obvious to all, and will 


force themſelves on the moſt ordinary under- 


ſtanding. 


8 There never was a moment when it was more 
eſſentially neceſſary to develope and employ 
the moſt powerful expedients. If Royaliſm con- 

ſpires on all ſides.—if civil war is kindled in ſe- 5 


veral of our departments, to whom ſhall we im- 
pute theſe dire misfortunes theſe notorious cala- 
mities ; but to the evil genius which, in preparing 
ſuch diſaſters for our Armies, re-inſpires the pre- 
ſumptuous hopes of our domeſtic enemies. 


It is altogether needlefs, at this time, to dif- 
cloſe the picture of which we have traced the 
faithful outline : it will be fufficient to place in 
the view of the reader, a correct repreſentation 
of 'the Armies on the Rhine, when they re- 
ceived orders to begin the campaign. It re- 
quires no more than fair compariſon of one with 


| 
L 


: 
| 


Lr * UN. 
the other to be convinced how ſhamefully I haye 
been deceived by promiſes; as flattering as they ; 
were fallacious: 


f atigued oaks worn out hy reiterated foltcita: 
tions which obtained nothing, I ſent Adjutant 
General Daultanne, to the Directory and the 
Miniſter, to repreſent to them the real ſituation 1 
of the Army, as well as the danger which 1 
foreſaw, from the diviſion they made in the 
command of it, by appointing two Generals in 
Chief. He ſignified to them my deſire that a 
Corps. of Obſervation ſhould be formed on the | 
Rhine, and at the ſame time, communicated my 
opinion that it ſhould be coinmanded only by a 


General of Diviſion ; and that it would be alto- 


gether uſeleſs to leave ſo large a body of cayalry 
and old troops as they propoſed ; becauſe theſe 
different corps would be rendered more effective 
with the Army of the Danube, than if they re- 
mained on the Rhine. In ſhort I did not con- 
ceal the diſcontent I felt at an operation, which 


| Ane He ſtrength. of the Army * dividing 
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the W of it. 1 accordingly made the fol 
WP obſervations. 


1 


Ef the diviſion of my command had been 

(r. ſuggeſted to you; Citizens Directors, from a 
« want of confidence in my military talents, it 
« would be much more conducive to the pub- 
« lic welfare, to inveſt ſome one with it whom 
you may think more deſerving of it. I have 
proved more than once, that ] deſire to occu- 
« py my poſt no longer than my ſervices are be- 
* neficial to the Republic: and I ſhout rejoice, 

if I were replaced by a ſoldier better in- 
a ſtructed in his duty, and more capable of 
of ' commanding than W gra 23 f 


I received Pen both from the Directory and 
che Miniſter full of confidential and affeQionate 
expreſſions. Nevertheleſs, the delays continued 
to be prolonged, ſo as to occafion'a renewal of 
my diſquietudes, and began at length to infpire 
me with diſtruſt. J perceived, with an equal 
degree of grief and indignation, that there was 
no intention to grant me a force ſufficient to ſuſ- 


% 1 

tain the glory of the Republican arms. Every 
thing confirmed theſe ſad forebodings. Fifteen 
battalions of new levies were appointed, 
to the Army of Obſervation, which if they 
had immediately arrived, were not in a 
condition to enter on the ſervice of the cam- 
paign. It would have been much more con- 
formable to well-known military principles, if 
theſe raw battalions had been appointed for the 
interior duty, and the five old demi-brigades had 
been ſent to the Army. The ten battalions 
which were appointed to augment it, as well as 
a great part of the cavalry, were ſtill in Belgium 
and in Holland: nor was I informed when they 
would arrive. Of the eighteen Swiſs battalions 
which had been ſo long promiſed me, there was 

not one in a ſtate even of organifation. From a 

want of freſh horſes and other objects of equip- 
ment, the Zepdts: of the cayalry were encum- 
bered with men who, on that account, were ren 
dered altogether uſeleſs; while the ſquadrons on 
duty, eſpeeially thoſe of the heavy horſe, were 
reduced below one half of their eſtabliſhed 
compliment. | | 


7 Find) | 
A malevolence ſo evident, a deſire to fill me 
with diſguſt, and a deſign to ruin me, of which 
it was not poſſible for me to entertain the leaſt 
doubt, furniſhed me with motives all-ſufficient to 


Fl requeſt my diſmiſſion. But in adopting flich a 


meaſure at the opening of a campaign, I fhould. 
have furniſhed my enemies with new arms againſt 
me. In ſhort after having quitted the Legiſla- 
tive Body totake the command of an Army, ſhould 
1 not have had reaſon to fear the diſpleaſure of 
my country, if I had abandoned the career 
on which I had lately entered. I determined, 
therefore, to oppoſe an invincible courage to the 
inveterate hatred of thoſe who had ſworn wy, 

deſtruction. 


The inevitable dangers that encompaſſed me 
round about, no longer alarmed me. Misfor- 
tune and perſecution inſpire pure and honeſt 
minds with a degree of energy, of which we do 
not ſuppoſe ourſelves ſuſceptible in the tranquil 
ſeaſons of life. A warrior, in the field of ho- 
nour looks death in the face with the moſt per- 
fe&t compoſure : but it requires the reſolution of. 


\ 


* 


- ka Stoſc to ſupport the whiſpering manceuvres of 
2 perhdy ; ; to abandon oneſelf, in ſome ſort, to the 
Rilattagt treaſon. I foreſaw nevertheleſs, fome 


glimmering of hope: and I no longer inſiſted on 


the "danger of dividing the command, when 1 


was about to ſhare it with an enlightened ſoldier, 
a true Republican, and a ſincere friend; with 
General Bernadotte. I flattered myſelf that he 
had been ſo fortunate as to obtain, from the Mi- 
niſter, the forces which. had hen 3 to 
him; and that, acting i in concert, 'we e ſhould be 
able to ſurmount a part of. the. aadles that | : 
troubled us. The Miniſter, * in the eng le 
gave the moſt poſitive afirapce that we . 
have an Army of one bundred ehouſand mers 


and though I was fully perſuaded that the. Arch- 


duke would have an hundred and twenty thou - | 


ſand, in Germany, the Tyrol and the Griſons, I 
did not deſpair of combating, him with advan- 
tage. A freſh letter of the Miniſter of war, 
dated the 2oth Pluvioſe, (8th Februaty,): proves 
that I did not ceaſe to continue 2 vain and 
fruitleſs ſolicitations, | 925 


L 2 1) 
The Brigadier General Daaden ſaid 
the Miniſter, in this letter, © has tranſmitted : 


me both your letters of the 16th Pluvigſe, (4th 


February,) one reſpecting the new arrangement 
mee Army of Mentz, after the appointment of 

= * an Army of Obſervation, and the other rela- 

| "of tive to the exiſtence, deſtination, and employ- 

q : ment of the latter Army. When I have ſubk \ 
IF * mitted them to the Directory, I ſhall dae 

YN | '® to _—_— „0 


| | N In 1 with you, my dear Gene- 
* ral, theſe different ſubjects, you will per- 
4 ceive, I hope, that it has never been the 
8 intention of government to weaken your 
* forces, or to limit your command; and 1 
am perſuaded, that you would. think tbe 
fame, if you had before you the inftruc- 3 
tions given to General Bernadotte, which 
* has ſuffered a delay in being ſent to you, in 
| EE * order to add the lift of thoſe promotions that 
e were neceſlary for g the Staff of the 
ff two Armies. 


| 


«c 


1 1 


Tou aſked for a reinforcement of ſix field 


battalions, thirty ſquadrons, four companies 


© of light, and ten of foot ee, and two 


cc 


e of W Ke 5 


* L * 


« But you mt well know that, in the pre- 


ſent ſituation of things, it is impoſſible to ſend 
you infantry, as it muſt be drawn from the 
interior, where there are already but few 
troops; and they are abſolutely indiſpenſable, 


not only to preſerve good order on the eve of 
che elections, but likewiſe to line the coaſts, . 


„ which are menaced by a conſiderable arma- 


cc 
16 


ment that is now preparing in England, which 


at once alarms us for the coaſts of Holland | 


and thoſe of the Weſtern Channel. AN 6 


a is 4 *3 % 
+. 4 


ce 5 wich real e painful 


apprehenſions that you diſcover concerning the 


fate of the campaign. From the ſtate of the 


forces at your diſpoſal, you conſider, in par- 


ticular, the Army of Mentz as being too 


weak; but be ſo good as to reflect, that the 
enemy, whateyer force he may be ſuppoſed to 


L 


. — 


[ #4 

have, muſt be under the e of Sree 
** M3 that— | * | 

« The Army of Mentz amounts to 45,000 men. 
“ That of Helvetia 30, 
The Army of Obſervation, that | 
forms a diſpoſable corps, of 
between 20,000 and — ay_ 


6 *All of which will form an united 


65 ory from 95 (to — 100,000 men, 
oh: 


1 And urely theſe forces, put in motion by ons 


head and on the ſame plan, may well contend 


* for victory with an hundred, or an hundred 
and twenty thouſand Imperial troops; eſpe- 
©: ejally if theſe three Armies contract their po- 
« ſitions in their reſpective attacks, which is the 
“ moſt decifive mode to employ againſt the 
« Auſtrians, accuſtomed to great moyements, 
& which always fail in ſome part or other of 
s their execution; as muſt be the cafe from the 
* nature of things. But, after all, do you think 
© jt poſſible that the enemy, with all its force, 
1 could place in one military poſition, more than 


from forty to fifty thouſand men. 
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In ſbort, as ſoon as the crifis of the elæu- 
e tions is paſſed, and we ſhall be free from 
e alarms on our cotfts, F will endeavonr to draw 
< fome troops from the interior, in order, if it 
* be poſſible, to furniſh the ſut battalioris that 
oO you demand.“ | 


The RP of this letter will leave, without 
doubt, a very painful impreffion in the mind of 
every true citizen. Tyranny appears, ih every 
part to betray itſelf, by a moſi inconſide“ 
rate —_ of its hidden ſecreis. 


„ Wherdfote, les we 1 d did the DireQory abr 
ſelf obhged to retain fo many troops in the in- 
terior of the Republic? Was it, in reality, as 
he ſays, to maintain the public tranquillity dur- 
ing the crifis of the elections? Was it not ra- 
ther to domineer over the wil} of the people by 
the tetror of the bayonet; to keep at # diſtagod 
from the Legiſlative Body the true friends of R. 
berty; and to introduce ito it the viteſt ſlaves of 
power? Artful ſpeeches, and imperious prova 
mations diſperſed everywhere, furniſhi ſorewhat 


— * > 2 0 
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more than a mere preſumption: reſpecting its 


views of deſpotiſm and uſurpation. The union 


of the people in its public aſſemblies, is an act 


of ſoyereignty which ought to be ſecure from 
all influence; for whoſe reſult the ſupreme 
magiſtracy ſhould wait with reſpe&, and which 
they would have no reafon to fear, if their own 
eonſciences were free from reproach. - Here is 
a notorious crime heightened by a two- fold enor- 
mity: that of having endeavoured, in contempt 
of the conſtitution; to command the votes of the 
citizens, by a. diſplay of military force; and by 
thus keeping it back from the army for ſuch a 
purpoſe, to have cauſed the death of thouſands 
of brave men, by forcing them to contend with 
the far ſuperior numbers of the enemy. | 


Is it not aftonifhing that the DireQory ſhould 
be informed, by the organ of its Miniſter of 
War, that a French Army of from ninety-five to 


an hundred thoufand men, were able to contend 


for victory with an hundred, or an hundred and 
twenty thouſand of the Imperial troops? If in- 
deed the Miniſter had kept his word, we ſhould, 


in 1 
I doubt- nöt have done ſomething more han 
contend for victory. But what do all theſe 
ſtrange expreſſions: ſignify? Is it for nothing 
more than to maintain a painful, inſignificant 
conteſt, that the Republic continues to war 
with the enemies who have ſworn its ruin? 
Do not its finances and interior ſituation impe- 


riouſly demand an immediate termination of this 


deſolating plague; and, to attain that happy 


era, is it not required that great power and 


F 


equal means ſhould be brought into action d | 


Muſt war, carried on by the Republic, become, 
as it was under the old inſtitution, an object of 
calculation for the ambitious; a fruitful ſource 
of riches for the rapacious, and of miſery for 


the people Did we not know that this enthu- | | 


fiaſm, which has worked wonders for us, would 
not laſt for ever; eſpecially when ſo much has 
been done to extinguiſh it? What then ou ght 
the government to do The anſwer is at 
hand.— The government ought to have oppoſed 
the enemy with ſuch a formidable power as 
to have compelled it to aſk for peace: or, 
if hoſtilities ſhould be renewed, to have en- 
abled us to penetrate into its territories. By 
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Adopting ſuch meafures, and purſuing fuch 4 
conduct, we ſhould have ſpared, as 1 have ah 
ready faid, the finances of the nation and the 
blood of its citizens: the Legiſlative Body would 
not then have been urged by dire neceſſity o 
impoſe new faxes ; becauſe our armies, numer- 
ous as they might have been, by ſubfiſting 
themſelves in ati enemy's country, would have 
coſt nothing to the Republic, while the contri- 
| butfons it might have levied would have fed the 
public treafure. The conſcripts, who are inti- 
midated by the reports of our Eefeats, and the 
recital of thoſe privations to which our warriors 
are condemned, would then have ruſhed eagerly 
to the frontier, where they would have been 
fummoned by the ſong of victory. Perfidious 
authors of the calamities of France, think you 
that you ſhall impoſe on it by your accuſations ? 
Think you—that you ſhall efcape the ind igna- 
tion, the contempt, and public odium you de- 
ferve, by your attempts to brand thoſe. men 
with infamy who are guilty of no crime? The 
people were not long deceived refpettmg the 
cauſes of our diſaſters ; which would never have 
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been a aig but from the efforts you made 
to chain down thought, to arreſt eyery pen, and 
to load with perſecutions thoſe generous ſpirits, 
that glowed with a love of the Republic. 
From the borders of the Rhine, from the banks of 
the Danube, from the racks of Helvetia and the 
plaing of Naples, the blood of many thonſand 
victims accuſes you Wit riſes up againſt you, 
and calls down upon your guilty heads the des 
teſtation of the eaxth, and the juſtice af Hea- 

ven. 


Never was a more notorious example of trea- 
ſon preſented to the eyes of a people. The 
Armies were reduced to a peace eſtabliſhment at 
a period when nothing was more certain than 
the renewal of a moſt alarming war. The 
tardy progreſs of negöeiations, and the bad faith 
of foreign negociators, would not have encou- 
raged the leaſt hope of pacification, if we had 
been employed in recruiting the Army, in re- 
mounting the cavalry, in repairing the artillery : if 
the conſcript youth had not been diſguſted by the 
abſolute wantand cruel negle& which they expert 


L „ 1 | 
enced, victory would not have deſerted our ſtand- 
args; our ancient enemies and the flaviſh hordes of 
the'North, would not have had cauſe to boaſt of 
one ſucceſsful effort: it would then have been 
their fate to have lamented a ſucceſſion of defeats; 
But it appears that to make the nation triumph 
was a far leſs important care, than to oppreſs 
the Republicans, to maintain an Army of ſpies, 
to countenance every ſpecies of iniquity, to de- 
ſpoil the people of all its rights, and to reduce 
them, in the boſom of a Republic, to the ſlavery 
of Morocco and Conſtantinople, | 


Nevertheleſs the accounts which reached me, 
2s well as thoſe which were tranſmitted to 'the 
Dire&tory by its diplomatic agents", gave poſt: 


— — — — 

_» Citizen Alquier, Miniſter from the Republic to the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria, and Citizen Baker agent of the Directory at 
Ratiſbon, are the perſons who tranſmitted to the Directory as 
well as to myſelf the moſt authentic and particular informa- 
tion. Nevercheleſs the former met with a very cold reception 
on his return to Paris, becauſe, as it is ſaid, he had not given 
ſufficient notiſicalions reſpecting the forces of the Houſe af 
Auſtria. It 1 is much more probable, that the diſgrace of this 
yaluable Citizen, proceeded for Es not having reſtrained him- 


3 


461. 


tive WiF that the Auſtrians were uniting 
their forces, and that the Ruſſians had already 
reached the hereditary ſtates of the Houlſe"of 
| Auſtria: I accordingly addrefſed, the 5th Plu- | 
vioſe (26th' ] ua). the ener letter to > the 
ane e | 


— 


1 1596 6 this inſtant received a note by means 
0 of the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
. ' Republic at Raſtadt, giving a very parti 
« cular account of the Auſtrian troops in Bava- 
« ria, which, appears to amount to "OP four 
cc battalions of „ ee 
* 1200 Men enk fl | 64,800 men. 
"NE 64 Squadrons of of 200 men 12,800 
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Total 1 76, 600 men. 
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ment of hoſtilities with a force ſo inferior to that of the enemy. 
I have thought it needleſs to inſert in theſe memoirs the origi - 
nal reports of theſe two Citizens; but if they ſhould Uifebver 
that what I have ſaid reſpecting the-firength of tha _—_ 
eee 
E e 
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$52, , CT HD 
3 but this, aumber does not comprehend the 
 Bayarian; and Ruſſian - troops, or the artil- 
« lery; much leſs. i canis eſſential 
e r a. % 1 i 
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= Wing 8 to you this x 8 

Ia « which I have every reaſon to conſider as per- 

£0 . it becomes me to urge yqu, 

| «. Citizen Miniſter, ſeriouſly to reflect on the 
by difference that . exiſts between theſe, 

e forges, and our own in this quarter, as well as . 

« retexamine the different letters which I have 

vritten to you on this ſubjet, - hs Met > * 


Gun © 8. 50 N N * a | 


lt muſt be bis that the 1 8 which 
« were inthe Tyrol, i in the Griſons, and in Bohe- 
mia, are not compriſed in this ſtatement z and 
"WF form an Army of one hundred and twenty thou · 
| 4 und men, divided into run ear. 
| | *. thouland men, which direkts its operations 
_ <; Againſt the Army of Helvetia; and one 0 
« tighty thouſand AY 
« Danube.” 15 


% 


e 


(G1 
1 difpatched ſeveral” perſons to the banks of 


n and to Stutgard, to inſtru themſelves 


reſpe ck all the movements of the Auſtrlans. 
I knew that an Army of from twenty e to 
thirty thouſand men, had quitted Bohemia, and 
eirefted: its courſe towards the Lech: I learn 
ed eite that the Archduke vas making very 
ſerious preparations on the ſame river, and'mani- 


felted a diſpoſition to begin” the campaign. I 


tranſmitted" an account of all theſe movements 


to the Directory and the Minifter; and the latter 


conveyed to me a general order for the com- 
manders in Chief to enter on the campaign. 1 


- think it wy I it to becomes 
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24 n in the * year of "the Republic.” 
The Executive Directory iſſues the follow- 
ing inſtruction for che Commanders in Thief 


« of the Armies of Italy, of Metz; of Helvetia, 

4 ee Aan of Obſervation th the Rinne. 

t N a og RRC e 

— The Auſtrian Govemment having neglecked 

* 46/anfwer che preſſing note whic hu Veen | 
$ - M 2 i 
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« delivered. kom dhe French Miniters-Pleatpo- 
2 -Lontiary at Naſtadt, andits ſilence being con- © | 


— eee ee 


br: pinot] th bat ft rtr Han oil: nicht 


The Comes in Chief of the Army of 


* Mentz will, without delay, march the Army 
that he commands beyond the Black Moun- 
6 tains, and oecupy the ſources of the. Neokar 


ff. and the Danube, as well as the poſitions parti- 


a former inſtructions. 


ff 701 7 Inf of oven 
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The General 8 of the Army of 


. Helveti, called by the people of the Griſons 
I to purge the country of thoſe factions ſpirits 


* who had invited the Auſtrian forces thither, 
= REA: a And number Fn and 


e vin mes — ins of de 
Arlene ; end occupy, on his Jeft,.the-country 
belonging to the Houſe of Auſtria in Voral- 

„ eee e e je to che 
8 en fee te enen Sg 


/ 


according to — ; 


— ͤ— 


i * Fi 
jo K— n, 
of Mentz poſted: at the ſyurces of che Neckar 
and che Danube. iunuorzodt oi gags.” 


Le”? 


. m0 mpiroty gm iu a Rl eats, 


- * As the- General of the Army of Helvetia 
* will have been called by the Griſons to delirer 
* their country, from an Auſtrian armed force 
„ which oppreſſes it; he will ſend a ſtaff officer 

« troops at Coire, to ſignify to him his entrance 


« into the Griſon country, and to conyvey an 


e order for him to evacuate it two hours before 
% his entrance; in default of whieh, he ſhall be 
under the neceſſity of driving em back, 
« wherever he ſhall find them. 
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N „The e of the . e 
« will organize, with the utmoſt promptitude, the 


Army which he commands; and, in conformity 
« to the inſtructions which he has received, he 


* will poſt himſelf, with all poſſible expedition, 
between the Maine and the Neckar, to ſup- 
port the actiye pperatians; of the Army of 


A Mentz. 10 52101 245 IL 904 eb 2223 
1 
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— tire 


N 1 866 J 
he Generals of the Army of Mentz and 
——— 


* « to publit the following On in the 
mM — PG tongues. 

FC . ODoRRryd DIGEST 0, wn 277 
e « The troops of the dun of du ſtationed 
jn the Walteline, will ſecond the movements 
* of the Army of Helvetia, by — at 
"Hi „ ny 


> 


* n 5 ine 


* The Miaiteriof ark communded+o give 
* een and inſtruftions for the exe. 
| OR r ee I wo 

Wielt | i 

1 had no ſooner received them, than I made 
every (diſpoſition in/ my power to execute the 
orders of the DireQtory. I formed my Army in 
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bve diviſtons, one 1067104 eee 


giatd, © Rp * a 

1 aun ue Ae rev corre | 
Table theſe Diviſions, that he may become 
acquainted with the genuine force of the Army. 
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rann of the Situation 5 the ee at 


the Epocha of the gth Ventoſe, (27th Febru» 


* arv,) in the 7th Year of the Republic. 


GENERAL STAFF. 
JourDan, Commander in Chief. 
Exnovy, General of Diviſion, Chief of the Staff. 


Maxevort, General of e, Commandant 


Engineers. 


LAMARTILLIERE, General of Diviſion Commandant 


of Artillery. = 
Ltmarss, Brigadier-General of Artillery. | 
DA4vLTANNE, ONES 1 


MoL1TOR,” 


HASTREL 
| Basix, PIN om 


Dierov, 7. op 


VAILLANT, Chief Commiſery, &e, | 


1 INSPECTORS-GENERAL. 


cn od tf, 
BovuRCIER, for the Cavalry. 2 We \- | 
DuBn01s-CRANCK, for he Infantry. 

4 


E 1 „ 

Apvancer GUARD. ; 

Lerzbune®, General of Divijin, Commander in 
Chief. | 
VENDAMME, General of Diviſos.. I ont 
KLAIN 80 General of _— . the 


” 2 n 
r 
, * 


ore | pris Sutin 20» n 
Drover, n | 7 
FoxTAINE, þ ddjutants General 
ACTUAL ARMED | = | 
Nauxs or THz Corrs, | rock. ” 9 
Int. Ta. Sap-| "5 
25th- Demi-brigade of Lins | 1 
Infantry ts eee | | 
[539 Ditto of the * 2 5 2032 5 — — i 
157th Ditto - - 12128 r 
| 4th Regiment of Huffirs, —— — 520 — 
| 5th Ditto, - - - - = 598 
| 1 Regiment of Chaſſeurs, —ü—x—— 59 — — 
[x7th Regiment of Dragoons, = - 398 
j 1ſt-Com, of the 3d Reg. Ai: WET 
| * Light Artillery,” we: blow Po pomp 
27th Company zo) a. + +} mule Old 
| rſt Comp. of Infantry Artillery — 1113 — | 
| &th-Ditto, - - - - - - J-—|— 116 — 
| 7th Comp, of the 3d Battalion} | \ ; 
li Sls E = TEIET Þ ns 177 1 
Eons 1 Total, — | 
General Lefebure was not yet arrived at the Army; and : | 
General Vendamme was appointed to * his yu till his | 
arrival, Ds g 
N | 3 1 


tw] 19 
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r rer Davos 414 
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FzR1x0o, General of Divifon. : | . 
Taarzav, 1 n 
LABOISSIERE, Brigndrs General. 

Jacoyin, | IJ 


LavaL, | | AFL. 
DeFRANCE, Alten cen, . 


416 ww 
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1575 Were 
2 Wanzsof 76s Car- & 4720 | 


roth Demi-brig e of ke Tn 
| —tantry,, - 8 . 35 


[102d Ditto, . wy -— hs - * 
Gth Regiment of Chaſſeurs,, 
{11th Regiment of Dragoons, — 
iſt Comp. of the bth Beg. " 
Light Artillery, 

"4th Comp. ditto, = E | 
rath Comp. of the 3d Reg, of}. 
Infantry Artillery, - Freer 
aß. _ 1 
h Com on 
Nef Sapmen, - =. 'F 288 


4 o» 


BERTRAND, 
. 4. @ 4 


HOLE 0 LA | A 
3 Rm. e 3 

' 5 2 2 * I 22 | BJ | ; T3 3} 
SOUHAM, General + Diviſion. EC was org 
D | a „erima i 
a Brigadiers Grnerul . = 
GovLvs, rin — 


Beszn np. ü Aua Geer: 


—— 


= W ths 


| 


| 


| | AA 5 174 2 7 
E 4 % . 1 * — n * CE Rd | F 4 
1 . ACTUAL ARMED . 
_ Namss of TE Corrs, | .. . FORCES | 
Int. TGar.jamil 
1 4 Demirgide of the Line, — 35 
__— 8 /- - 1398—— 
itt - — 081 — — 0 
10 Regitent of Diugoons - 2 6 
6th Ditto, ” — E 3 po ee. 
an et of the Ich Reg. Ln 144 15 | 
3 Arti! lery, e E Ay 4-2" 457 I 
ugth Come, of the 2d Reg. of f 1 
Infantry Artillery, | Wen | woes | $2) q 
13th — of the 7th ditto, — 1 12 ; 
tſt Comp, of the ri TR | 
| of Sapmen, —— =. | 
| f oy - — een 1 
5 Total, 5630] 847] 317 
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Tuixp Dry1s10n, 


1 Crr, General of Diviſion. 


LESRANPD, 
| Prem, | Brigadir: Gre: 
VALTER, 


DEeBILLY, 3 | 
Saiicuy, | Adjutants General. 


833 8 7's : 
8 — — — — 
| | ACTUAL. ARMED! 


Nauxs or THE Cores. | © FORCE, 


| Demi-brigadeof Ligh N er e ee 
I i=-brigade of Light In- : | 
$== +; fantry —— - ” > 2 5 

iſt Ditto of the line 1483 
1108th Ditto = ic 
1 8th Regiment of Chaſſeurs =» j— 492 — 


-Toth oo — 432 3 
2d Regiment of Dragoons — 429 4 
* 

— 


"EI 


th and 6th 9 of they | | ; 
\ 3d Regiment of may r ages x 37 — 
E Artillery - - - - » (13, 


|. 5th Company of the 3d _ . 
giment of Light Artillery — — 388 — 
20th Company ditto - = - JET 
3d Company of Sapmen of they | {# 14; 
. * ">, al, ns 


1 * - 41% 
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1 5 __ Total 4844013521 301/193 
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Body oF Rusnnvs. bo 
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m General of Divi) 2 
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CoMPERE, | 
OsWALD, þ Brigadier General: 
ORMENCAY, s 
ia uu, General. 
N | ACTUAL ARMED | 
Nas oF THE Corrs. rock. 

Int. Cav. |Artil.| Sap. 
8h Demi-brigade of the line 1486] —_|— — 
oth Ditto 14112 | 
1ſt Regiment of Carabiners —— 1 339] ——ſ——] 

eee an YE ont hong 8 
4th Regiment of . — —1240— — 
6th Ditto — 2— 291 PU ROS 
oth Ditto '- - © \-} © < —„— 257 —e—— 
$th Ditto - - - „ „ „ „% eo, ha 4380— e 
23d Ditto — — 2 — 40 —— co 
25th Ditto — — 2914— — 
5th Company of the 6th Regi- E 

ment of Light Artillery ef} RP rn yrs 
24 Company of the jth Ditto - |——|—| 7 
'2d Company of the 3d Regi- 

ment of Infantry Artillery ſj | TT 3 
zd Company ditto - - - ] 88 — 
2d and 4th Companies of the ene 
34d Battalion of Sapmen - - . 

Total 2893288) 333] 365 
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Park or man. | 


LARIBOBSIERE, } ce. 175 of Brig ade. 


BrIcker, Pal 
| Bovrctar, Commander UB the Salm. | | = 
. .GrostcLavDE, | | AO 

PicorzAv, Commenter Ti Baal, 
Coxy, : p Ro 43 2&0 
Orricers - — ES | 4 
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Cannon difributed in the — . at hs Part ö 
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| Of 4 | of Ws E 12 howitzers. of | : 
j þ 1 21 4 YEE. 1 1. 
g | 5 e Ba 

L | | F ö | 
REcAriTULATION. TR 

A Nowers os Divistons, | ACTIVE FORCE, I he | 
| Infant, | Cave |; Sap. | Can, 

The Adrabecd Guard | 6292 2102 382 177 — 

Firſt Diviſion - - [ 6452 988 481 19 — 

Second Diviſionbn 5650 847] 317] 161] — 


8 Third Diviſion - - | 4844|1353| 301 193 — 
| Body of Reſerve - 2897 2567 333] 365 — 
. Park of Artillery 1398— 8 
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1 ; ToTar. | 26,135 7857 32031088 80 
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| To. this, force. wat be added the! Army of 


Helvetia, which canſiſted of thirty thouſand. 
men. 80 that the Whale amounted to ſixty- 
eight thouſand men; and if the: artillery and 
ſapmen are deducted, theſe two armies will be 
e to about e hound TY and 


theſe means that I was ordered to challenge the 


forces of the Houſe of Auſtria, under the com- 


mand of the Archduke Charles; which, accord- 


ing to the moſt authentic accounts, as well as 


to the moſt moderate calculation, amounted: to 
one hundred and twenty thouſand fighting men. 


Theſe boaſted! means would indeed have been 


more Power ful, if the Swiſs brigades had been 


organized; if the troops appointed to join the 


Army of Obſervation had not been retained in 
the interior till the period of the Eleftions: was 


paſt; and if the cavalry had been furniſhed with 
freſb horſes, and other objects of equipment. 


1 te Sits means, more way | 
auen than the Republic had. ever poſſeſſed, which 
were ſubmitted: to my diſpoſal; and it Was with 


: "After 1 had made the neceffary diſpoſitions; I 

gave notice to General Bernadotte, Commander 
in Chief of the Army of Obſervation, that the 
Army of Mentz would paſs the Rhine on the 
rith Ventoſe; (iſt March). I requeſted that 
General, therefore, to inveſt Philipſbourg, with: 
as much vigour as the feeble means which he 
poſſeſſed would allow. I alfo ſolicited General 
Maſſena, Commander in Chief of the Army of 
Helvetia, to paſſeſs himſelf of the Griſon coun- 
try, while the Army of Mentz ee 1 
OR *. * Mountains: 7 1 2900 # 


That e paſſed the Rhine the- 1 mY Ven- 
toſe, (iſt March). The advanced guard, the 
ſecond and third diviſion, and the body of re- 
ſerve, filed off by the Bridge of Kehl- The firſt 
diviſion, which was collected in the environs of 
Huninguen, filed off by the Bridge of Baſle, and 
the Army began its march in four columns: 
that of the right, commanded by General Feri- 
no, which was compoſed of ' the firſt diviſion, 
proceeded, by the foreſt towns, to Blomberg; 5 
at the ſame time that General Maſſena ordered 


- 


1 * 1 


a demibrigade:t6 Scheffhaufen; in order to eſta- 
pliſh and ſecure the eommunications of the Army 
of Helvetia with that of Menta; which will - 


now aſſume the tile by The Phe bs the Da- 
nube⸗ ; "1% TY Ss» 4 | f | | N 
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The ſecond 4 8 by Beneral 


Haupoult, compoſed of the. body of teſerve and 
two ſquadons f huſſar, took his line of march 
by the Valley of Fribourg and Neuſtadt, to Lof- 
finghen, 8 and ae 2 en 


4. Thb chin column] conimanded by the General 
in Chief, which was compoſed of the advaneed 


guard, of the ſecond diviſion, and the park of 
artillery, proceeded to Willinghen wr the Valley 
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abe fourth and laſt has 1 commanded by 


General Saint Cyr, directed its march to Frei 


denſtadt! and Rotveil, by the wh of ons; : 
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I cauſed the proclamation of the DireQory ta 


be diſperſed, as well as one of my own, TY 


I thought it neceſſary to e 


— of the Executive DireBtory,. 
3 The troops of his Majeſty che Emperor and 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, in violation of 
a convention concluded at Raſtadt, the 11th Frĩ- 


maire, (iſt December,) in the year 6, have re- 


paſſed the river Inn, and e tho e 
1 | 2 


F This movement has been combined with 


the march of Ruſſian troops; who declare aloud, 
that they are come to attack the Republic. 


. Ever faithful to its engagements ; always 
animated by the {ſincereſt deſire of maintaining 
peace, and fully dif poſed to believe that his Im- 


; perial Majeſty entertained the ſame ſentiments, 


the French government has demanded of him a 
ſatisfactory declaration reſpecting the march af 
the Ruſſian troops, and the 3 which hay 
been 3 them. 


ts 1 


t The Emperor, however, has thought pro- 
per to maintain a perfect ſilence on this import- 
ant ſubjeRt. The Executive Directory, there- 
fore; finds itſelf compelled to engage in a ne- 


ceſſary defence; and; by the obligations impoſed 


on all governments to provide for their ſafety, to 


diſtribute the French armies in ſuch poſitions as 


the exiſting circumſtances require. At the ſame 


time it proclaims an unalterable deſire of peace; 


and. that, whenever his Majeſty the Emperor 
ſhall announce, by an amicable declaration, that 
the Ruſſians haye evacuated his ſtates, and that 


his troops have. reſumed the ſtations regulated | 


by the Convention of Raſtadt, the French armies 
ſhall return to their ancient poſitions.” 


Apptoved by the Executive Directory, the 
2d Ventoſe, (20th February,) in the 7th year of 
the French Republic, one and indiviſible. 

The Preſident of the Executive Diretiury. 
(Signed) REvELLIERE-LEPAUX, 
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* Soldiers! in contempt of the moſt folemm 
convention, the troops of Auſtria have been the- 
firſt to paſs the line of demarcation, which had 
been traced and fettled. The Emperor has im- 


poſed on the pacific diſpoſitions of the French 
Government, by inviting into the very boſom of 


Germany foreign armies, leſs known by their 
military proweſs than by their ſpirit of plunder 
and robbery in the late wars. And while in a 
ſcrupulous obſervance of the faith of treaties you 
continued behind your lines in a bold but tran- 
quil attitude, that Prince dared to combine his 
hoſtile movements with theſe new allies; and; 


4vailing himſelf of a treacherous filence, took 


every advantage which was afforded him hy your 


confidence. 'Fhis manifeſt infrackion—this out- 
rage of the public faith, reſpected by all civilized | 


nations, has compelled the Executive Directory 
to enter on reprifals. It has employed every 
3 
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*. 


* 
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means th preſerve peaes: but if war; le inedb⸗ 
table, it is prepared for the event. Soldiers, let 
us advance from our lines, and enter once more 
into that career which you e Za er 
with ſo en ee dame 0 16. eee 


« We will fht—if we find atiy obſtacles in 


gaining the military poſitions to which the Army 


is advaneing. We will fieht—if the Emperor 
does not ſpeedily and rigorouſly. execute the ex 
iſting convention. But, faithful to the ſyſtem of 
mederation, which, to the preſent moment, bas 
characteriſed the French nation, we will tract 
back our ſteps; we will re-enter our firſt lines; as 


ſoon as the Republic has received the TD jo! 
which it SONY and has a right to demand. 


. 1 4191 mid bi vii 


Soldiers —in taking up arms, remembei, 


that the ſcourge of war is to be employed only on 
the enemies of the Republic. Vr glory would 


be effaced, your laurels would be withered, and 
the wiſhes of your enemies would be accompliſh- 
ed, if you indulge yourſelves in eriminal exceſſes. 
You well know, that your enemies have prac- 


tiſed Fury poſſible mancœuyre to. arm the people 


[ 162 1 
of Europe againſt the French nation. Let yout 
conduct belie their perfidions calumnies.—Re- 
member that it becomes the Army to reſpect 
general as welhas particular property; and that every 
ſpecies of diſorder will be repreſſed by force, and 
puniſhed with ſeverity: 


s It is you, above all, who are ſuperior officers; 
heads of corps and commanders, that I conſider 
as perſonally reſponſible for the ſtrict execution 
of my purpoſes and thoſe of the Government. / 
Maintain the moſt rigid diſcipline ; attend to the 
wants of the troops under your orders ; watch 
over them without intermiſſion : and if, per- 
Chance, a ſoldier ſhould forget his duties, tell 
him that a baſe action diſhonours the French 
name. Bid him remember, that he will ſully 
the glory attached to the arms of the Republic; 
and he will inſtantly return into the path of good 
order and honourable conduct. 


Animated by the principles of juſtice and of 
equity, the Executive Directory commands me 
to give you notice, of its abſolute intention to 
reimburſe the people and the goyernments who 


L w3 1 

are friends of the Republic, for whatever. the 
unforeſeen wants of the Army may exact from 
them,—On this account it is neceſſary that the 
moſt ſcrupulous attention ſhould be paid ta 
return the ſuperabundance of any articles that 
may be required or | furniſhed. © I therefore 
notify to you, in order to prevent all poſſible 
abuſe, that the Commiſſary in Chief will alone 
be authorifed by me to enter into agreements for 
any kind of requiſitions ; that [nevertheleſs the 
Generals and Commanders of the troops, in 
caſes of particular urgency, may enter into con- 
tracts for the purchaſe of requiſitions; of which, 
however, they muſt immediately tranſmit me a 
copy ;—tbat, in order to centraliſe reſponſibility, 
theſe requiſitions ought to be made, wherever it 
3s poſſible, to the ſuperior ma giſtrates that, in all 
caſes the Generals, or Commanders of detach- 
ments, ſhall deliver back to the burgomaſter ax 
bailiffs the ſuperfluity of whatever may have 
been furniſhed ;—in ſhort, that no one ſhall dare 
to take any thing by farce from any perſon what- 
ever. I repeat, — that any diſobedience to theſe 
orders will be puniſhed with the utmoſt ſeverity. 
But I hope for other things; and that you, ſols 
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Mers, will not impoſe that painful duty on your 


at en; N n f 
6f* By ſuch diſpoſitions as theſe, framed on the 
principles of juſtice and fidelity, and worthy af 
the · French nation, the inhabitants of Germany, 
no longer alarmed by thoſe: reports which have 
been propagated by the malevolence of our 
enemies, will remain calm in the midſt of the 
ſtorm. I truſt they will feel that the beſt method 
they can employ. to preſerve their property is to 
remain in peace: but if, on the contrary, and 
notwithſtanding all the promiſes J have made to 
them, the French army ſhould find the ' towns 
deſeited and the villages abandoned; if the in- 
hahitants ſhould oppoſe themſelves to its march, 
or refuſe to provide it with ſuch aſſiſtance as is 
in their power; then, I declare with the ſame 
:fincerity, that I will take proper . meaſures to 
-puniſh ny . to n them repent their 
* KH. 

— in cue. Gee e 4 

(A true copy.) 
General of Diviſion, Chief of the Genera Staff, 
f (ny ERnovs,” 
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In giving an account to the D on 
the 11th Ventoſe (iſt March), of the orders which 
I had iſſued for the execution hon their inſtrue- 
| tions, I added: 


in 


It is my duty, Citizens Directors, to place 


ce 


cc. 


under your eyes, the real force of the Army at 
the moment when it entered on the campaign, 


I therefore addreſs to you a ſmall book, which 


cc 
te 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc 


contains the exact ſituation as well as formation 
of each diviſion. I muſt obſerve to you, that the 


eighth Jemi-brigade is not yet arrived, which 


reduces the effective force of the troops on the 
right bank of the Rhine to thirty-ſix thouſand | 
men: | 


* You will remark, without doubt, a great 
difference between the actual and that of the 
ſuppoſed force. This difference proceeds from 
the ſtate of the conſcripts, who being neither 


armed, clothed, or diſciplined, were not fit to | 


complete the field Battalions. I was obliged 
alſo to leave two demi-brigagies with the Army 


2 8 
4 5 
* 
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* of Obſervation, as it was wholly deſtitute of 


« The weak ſtate of the cavalry regiments 
« muſt very ſenſibly ſtrike you, Citizens Directors; 
« and I ſhall not conceal from you the pain 
e which every ſoldier ſuffers, to ſee this Army 
e brought to ſuch a reduced ſtate by the fault of 
« the contractors, who have not fulfilled the 


« engagements. 
4 The active part of the Army of Obſervatien, 
« exiſting only on paper, and the effective force of 


e that of Helvetia being but thirty thouſand men, 
« our power is reduced to fixty-ſix thouſand men 


© jn the two armies of Mentz and Helvetia. You | 


« muſt immediately be convinced, if you will or- 


_< der the different reports that I have made to be 


“laid before you, on the ſtrength of the enemy's 
Armies, that we ſhall have a very ſuperior force 
to encounter,—l will do every thing that de- 
8 pende on myſelf; but I muſt take the liberty 
* to obſerve, Citizens Directors, that the troops 
ve whom we ſhall Me to combat, are excellent 
and enured to war.” 


Fn] 

_ The advanced guard arrived at Wilingen the 
—_ The Army filed off the 15th and 16th, 1 
and took up its cantonments beyond the Black 
Mountains: the right at Blomberg, and the leſt 
at Rotweil, 


 Notwichitanding the proclamation of the Di- 
rectory, I could not conſider myſelf as in an 
al ſtate of hoſtilities with Auſtria, It was 
neceſſary that I ſhould attend the reſult of the 
ſummons of General Maſſena, or wait for more 
| Preciſe orders. I was only inſtrutted to march S 
|, the Army beyond the Black Mountains, and to 

occupy the ſources of the Neckar and the 

Danube. I wrote to the Directory the 1 5th 

Ventoſe (5 March), and, after having given an 

account of the movement that the Army had 

juſt effected, and offered ſome obſervations on 
e poſitions which it occupied, I added. 


If you will take a comprehenſive ſurvey of 
* my ſituation, Citizens Directors, you will ob- 
© ſerve, that, according to the moſt poſitive ac - 
b counts, the forces of the, enemy. amannt 4 
P 2 


3X” 
1:8 eighty thouſand men on the Lech, twenty-five 
% thouſand in Franconia, twenty-five thouſand 
towards the Lake of Conſtance and the Griſon | 
8 Country, and twenty-four thouſand Ruſſians. 
« Suppoſing, therefore, that the Auſtrians em- 
* ploy fifty thouſand men to keep in check or 
« fight the Army of thirty thouſand that is in 
« Helvetia, there will remain an hundred thou- 
fand men to act againſt that which I com- 
4 mand, and whoſe effective force is no more 
& than thirty-ſix thouſand.— I am not eafily - 
&« alarmed ; and am firmly reſolved to do every 
* thing that may depend on me to ſurmount the 
* obſtacles that oppoſe me: but when 1 reflect 
* that the enemy may, by my left, march to the 
Rhine, and conſequently get in my rear the 
the body of twenty-five thouſand men which 
«js in Franconia; and that he may afterwards 
attack me with ſixty thouſand men ; it will 
* be far leſs difficult, I think, for me to find in 
e this campaign a death of glory than a crown 
«of laurels. am well aware, Citizens Direc- 
tors, that you had the deſign to ſupport my 
** chef: and my communications by an Army of 


* 
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4 Obſervation, but as that is not yet in exiſtence, 
« the Army which I command may be brought 
« into great hazard. It is my bounden duty, 
Citizens Directors, to inform you without dif- 
e ouiſe, of the ſtate and ſituation of my Army; par- 
« ticularly when I receive letters from my friends 
at Paris, who felicitate me on entering the 
% campaign with an Army of one hundred and 
0 fifty thouſand men. I take great care to leave 
« them in their error, but it is my _w_ to toll 
gc vou the truth, * 


So much pains had been taken to ſpread 
abroad the report, that I had one hundred and 
fifty thouſand men under my command ; that it 
was very natural for the firſt account of my 
retreat to ſtrike the public with extraordinary 
aſtoniſnment, and indiſpoſe it towards me. 
What then could be the deſign of that power 
which placed me in ſuch an afflicting ſituation? 
but to rob me of the eſteem of my fellow-citi- 
zens: that eſteem acquired by a long ſeries of 
toils, and thoſe ſucceſſes which the true Repub- 
Jicans will neyer forget. The project to blaſt 


t ne 
WD we, todiſgrace me, to ns, is fo manifeſt, 
that I hall not longer dwell on this work of 
iniquity,. My heart would be leſs oppreſſed, if 
I had been the only victim of theſe atrocious 
combinations z but the blood of ſo many gene - 
mus warrior is continually before me. I could 
pardon: ihe authors of my own misfortunes; but 
my everlaſting hatred will follow them, who. 
have ſacrificed, without remorſe, my brave com- 
panjons in arms. With what perfidious art was 
the real ſituation of my Army concealed ; while. | 
the moſt abſurd calumnies were noifed _ | 
e ee He 5 
3 : 
8 the Archduke did not aipoſ the 
troops which be commanded, to as much advan - 
tage as J had apprehended. The twenty-four 
ibouſand Ruſſians were ſent into Italy; while ſome 
. ofthe Auſtrian troops were alſo detached to tho 
Fxrol, on a prefumption that jt might prevent a 
junttion between the Army of Helvetia and that 
of Italy. —He brought near to him the troops 
which were in Franconia, and on the frontiers of - 
Bohemia, ſo that be united an army of eighty 


| (fre 3 

thouſand men, while another army of fotty 

thouſand marched to aſſiſt the cotps Which 

were in the Griſons, where happily it did not 

drive before chat country had been invaded, 
with ſuch active vigour, by the brave General 


= 13 
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To put the public i in a ſtate to Joes of the 
impreſſion that the letter, of which an extract 


has juſt been given, made upon the Directory, 35 


it is neceſſary to ſubmit to its examination the 
anſwer of the Miniſter. It will there appear 
with what infidious - treachery he employed! his 
hypocritical adulation, his falfe reafonin g. ur 
infignificant promiſes, to elude the demands 
which I was unceaſi ingly renewing 5 while 1 
never failed to deſcribe, in the moſt lively colours, 
the perils which tended the Army. 


-0 


* Paris, 22d Ventoſe, (rack March, 5 Vear 
f the French Republic, one and indi uifble 


* The Mi nifter of War to General Jourdan. 


J anſwer, Citizen General, by the defire of 
the Directory, the letter that you wrote 
3 
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«* the 15th Ventoſe, (5th March,) and of which 
* J received the copy that you addreſſed to me. 
* It has been conſidered with all the attention 
t ſuited to the importance of the obſervations 
* with which you, accompanied it; and makes 
the Directory ſtill more highly ſenſible of that 
x juſt confidence which it has placed in you. 


« The comparative ſtate of your forces and 


thoſe which are oppoſed to you, might, in- 
deed, oceaſion ſome diſquietudes, if the Di- 
rectory, as well as myſelf, did not feel the 
conviction, that ſuperiority of numbers will 
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* never affright a French army, when it is com- 
18 | 


© manded by you. The national vengeance; 


© that is to be exerciſed againſt perfidious g0- 
* vernments; the anxious and increaſing inte- 


4 reſt we feel for peace, which will not be obs 


« tained if we do not begin the campaign with 
« deciſive victories; all theſe motives, inflaming 
te the ardor of our troops, and ſeconded by the 
« wiſdom and ability of your military diſpoſi- 
tions, muſt inſpire us with a ſecurity eſtabliſh- 
a SS # 9 ee. 
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% Admitting, however, that the reports of 
ce Citizen Baker, concerning the number of the 
«- Auſtrians, are not exaggerated, your poſition 


« 3s not leſs formidable for them in effect. Wt 


« vou have under your command thirty-eight 
< thouſand effective men, not including the ar- 
© tillery and corps of engineers“. The Army 

c of Obſervation, which will be formed towards 

« the 10th Germinal, (3oth March,) will bring 
ce into the field from fifteen to twenty thouſand 
e men; and the places on the Rhine being 
* in a ſufficient ſtate of defence, you may, by 
virtue of your ſuperior authority, order a part 
© of that army to join yours, if the Auſtrians 
« ſhould not be numerous in Franconia, or ſhould 
have formed their largeſt body to oppoſe you. 


« On the other ſide, General Maſſena, whoſe 
« invaſion of the Griſons will, I hope, be effec- 
« tuated before the campaign opens in Suabia, 
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I know not why the Miniſter perfiſted in ſaying that I had 
38,000 effective men,—Sce the Statement of the Army when 


i paſſed the Rhine, 
Q 
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« will be in a ſituation to ſupport your /right, 
« in your offenſive march; and you may avail 
« yourſelf alſo of General Bernadotte, to rein- 
« force the Army of the Danube, with any part 
« that you may think proper to take of the 
«* Army of Helvetia, if circumftances require 
« it, The Auſtrians are numerous, but, with- 
« out enlarging on our ſuperior proweſs and 
« aQtivity, it muſt be obſerved, that they have 
an immenſe country to cover, and that in ad- 
« yancing to meet you, they muſt neceſſarily 
leave a large portion of their troops behind 
« them, either to occupy Bavaria, to defend 
Bohemia, or to gvard the intermediate poſts ; 
ſo that, in this ſtate of diſperſion, the princi- 
pal army, which is deſtined to act againſt you, 
does not appear as if it would be ſuperior to 
98 vou. either in * or numbers. 


As I have already Abend y you, the a 
* of Obſervation will be afſembled on the iſt or 
« 10th of Germinal (21ſt or zoth of March). It 
« will de compoſed of twenty battalions of field, 
« and eighteen of garriſon troops, which, I 
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e hope, will be complete, with thirty-eight 
« ſquadrons, It does not appear that the Auf: 
« trians can take any: hoſtile meaſures againſt 
«, you before the roth Germinal, (3oth March,) 
« and, by that time, the activity of General 
« Berhadotte, and the invaſion of the Griſons 
te by General Maſſena, will give you ſuch a lati- 
ce tude of powers as muſt proſugy: ſucceſs. 38 2 


ce 2 or, S * ® S . | 

« ] preſume, Citizen General, it will afford 
« you ſatisfaction to be informed, that notwith- 
« ſtanding the alarms which the Engliſh have 
« occaſioned on our maritime coaſts, the Direc- 
« tory is determined to preſs on the completion 
„“ of the Army of Obſervation, and put in 
«inſtant motion the troops which Holland, and 
« the united departments have engaged to fur- 
* niſh, In announcing to you theſe diſpoſitions, 
© I reiterate the expreſſions of their high confi- 
« dence, on the part of Government, and that 
* my moſt earneſt deſire is to ſee you gather 
te thoſe laurels which are due to your extraordi- 


* nary, zeal and ſuperior talents. 
22 
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In the courſe of the campaign you will find, 
* chat the Directory and its Miniſter are unceaſ- 
" * ingly employed, i in providing for your wants and 
cc « encreaſing your means :—their intention is to 
60 ſecond, with their utmoſt power, thoſe active 
and daring meaſures, which characteriſe your 
* operations, againſt troops whoſe character ĩs 
« ſhaken by their former defeats; they are per- | 
ſuaded that the Army of the Danube is deſtined, 
<« under your command, to gain Mannes for the 
1 * Republic brilliant as that of Fleurus.” 


| The Executive Directory had inſtructed me to 
occupy the ſources of the Danube and the 
Neckar; but it had not explained itſelf relative 
to the conduct I was to hold, in caſe I ſhould | 
meet the Auſtrian Army. After its general or- 
ders and proclamation, it appeared to me, that 
I was not to commence hoſtilities but in caſe of 
attack from the enemy; or unleſs the French troops 
ſhould be oppoſed in their defign to occupy thoſe 
poſitions, of which I had received orders to poſſeſs 
myſelf. I conſidered the movement that the Army 
had juſt made, merely as a meaſure of precaution, 
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to ſeize ſome 1 important poſts, which would put us 
in a ſituation to ſecond the manceuvres of the Army 
of Helvetia in the Griſon country, on the ſuppoſi- 
tion that the enemy would refuſe to evacuate it on 
the ſummons of General Maſſena, and that the 
latter ſhould be obliged to attack him. From 
theſe conjectures, which appeared to me to be 
well-founded, I confined myſelf, while I was 
expecting communications from that General, 
to reconnoitre the country occupied by the Army, 
and to rectify its poſition. I puſhed my ad- 
vanced guard as far as Tuttlingen, to get poſſeſ- 
ſion of that important defile, and to be better 
inſtructed reſpecting the operations of the Arch- 
duke. I alfo ordered a bridge of boats to be 
conſtructed on the Rhine at Newbriſac; which 
being placed behiad the centre of the Army, 
ſecured, in caſe of unfortunate events, a retreat 
on the valley of Fribourg. I alſo ordered ſome 
works to be conſtructed to cover the bridge. 


| I was informed on the 18th Ventoſe, ($th. 
March,) that the Archduke had paſſed the Lech 
on the the ſame day, and advanced towards 


| 
l; 
| 
| 
"1 
1 
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Suabia, The 2oth, (10 March,) the light troops 
of the advanced guard fell in with ſome of the 
enemy's Huſſars; but they as well as our own 
troops had received orders not to attack or to 
employ arms but in caſe of aggreſſion. Theſe 
patroles ſeparated after they had reciprocally ac- 
knowledged each other. | 


Diſpatches from General Maſſena informed | 
me the 22d Ventoſe, (12th March,) that, on the 
Auſtrian General having refuſed to evacuate the 
Griſons, he had attacked him on the 18th. At 
the ſame time he announced the brilliant ſucceſs 
which he had obtained. 5 


Though the Directory had not given me any 
particular inſtructions relative to my conduct, in 
caſe hoſtilities ſnould commence in the Griſon 
Countries; I felt that my own patriotiſm, the 


honour of the Republic, and the eſteem with 


which a Commander inſpired me whoſe courage 
and talents had ſo powerfully contributed to the 
glory of our arms, would not allow me to let 
bim contend alone with the formidable Army of 


[ oy J 

the Archduke, It would have been to expoſe 
this intrepid hero, and the valorous troops he 
commanded, to a certain lofs. With ſuch a 
proſpect before me, could I heſitate on the part 
I ought to take ?—I accordingly put the Army 
in motion the 23d Ventoſe, (13th March,) when 
it paſſed the Danube, and eſtabliſhed irs right at 
Hohentweil, and the left at Tuttlingen on that 
river. General Saint-Cyr, who commanded the 
left of the Army, received orders to leave a body 
of the flank companies on the left bank of the 
Danube. This corps was compoſed of two 
demi-brigades of infantry, which till then had 
formed a part of the reſerve ; and of ſome ſqua- 
drons of light cavalry. 1 entruſted the com- 
mand to the General of Diviſion Vandamme. 
who had ſome days ſince given up the com- 
mand of the advanced guard to General Lefe- 
bure, and I eſtabliſhed myſelf : at Engen, | 


I diſpatched an N of che -Möbbetedt 1 
had made to the Directory, and informed it that 
I ſhould continue to march towards the Army of 
Helvetia, unleſs the Archduke ſhould oppoſe 


a n force that ĩt would not be prudent for 


i) 


me to reſiſt. I alſo earneſtly requeſted to be in- 
e of their final een | 


The Amy halted on the. $54 (ach March). | 
On the following day it proceeded, and poſted 
itſelf, the right to the Lake of Conſtance, the 
centre at Stockach, and the left on the Danube. 
The advanced guard encamped at Moorkirch. 
The left flank companies remained on the left 
bank of the Danube, and inclined towards the 
height of Fridingen. I eſtabliſhed myſelf at 
Stockach. This day the columns fell in with 
Auſtrians every where; but as they retired on 
the ſummons of their officers, hoſtilities did not 
commence.” The 25th and 26th were employed 
in ww out parties to reconnoitre. 


The <4 (th March,) the Army 38 
its march, and encamped, the right at the Lake 
| of Conſtance, and the left on the Danube :—the 
right was ſtationed behind Maredorf, the centre 


N Pſulendorf, and the left at Mengen : —the 


fank companies remained on the bank of the 


Danube. I fixed myſelf at Pſulendorf. The 
Auſtrian light troops occupied the ſmall towns 
and villages which it was our object to poſleſs. 
They had orders not to employ their arms, but'the 
obſtacles which they oppoſed to us plainly proved 
that it was their deſire to force us to an act of 
aggreſſion. As for:myſelf,—having received no 
poſitive order from the Directory, I was deter- 
mined not to act offenſively, unleſs I ſhould be 
compelled in my own defence. The Auſtrians, 
however, retired, and the truce was prolonged. 


The ſame day, a letter of the DireQory, as. 
well as one from the Miniſter,” dated the 20th, 
(roth March,) acquainted me that a meſſage had 


been ſent to the Legiſlative Body,: to propoſe a Sy | 


declaration of war againſt the Emperor and the 
Grand Duke of Tuſcany ; and that the Com- 
mander in Chief of the Army of Italy had re- 
ceived'orders to commence hoſtilities. The Mi- 
niſter added, that General Bernadotte could not, 
before the 10th Germinal, (30th March,) eſtabliſh 
himſelf on the right bank of the Rhine, ſo as to 

cover my left. He, therefore, deſired me to at 
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. * 
in any manner 1 ſhould think moſt ſuitable to the 
aQual ſtate of things. 


The Arctitite advanced upon me with a very 
impoſing force. He had alſo detached a conſi- 
derable corps to Bregentz and Feldkirch, in or- 
der to check the progreſs of General Maſſena; 
ſo that I found myſelf in a very difficult poſition. 
By the advance that I had made to ſupport the 
Army of Helvetia, my left became totally un- | 
protected. If I had penetrated further onwards, . 
before the arrival of the Army of Obſervation, 
I ſhould have expoſed that of .the. Danube to 
inevitable dangers; beſides, the very weak ſtate 
of that army compelled me to contract it, as 
much as poſſible, between the Lake of Con- | 
ſtance and the Danube. This line enlarges with 
the deſcent of that river; and it would have 
been impoſſible for me to occupy it, if I had 
puſhed further onwards. On the contrary, if I 
directed the main body of the Army to Bregentz, 
and abandoned the Danube, the Archduke would 
indubitably have attacked me on my left flank, 
and have infallibly driven me to the Lake of 


FF 
Conſtance ; while he would have been able to 
keep General Maſſena in check with a very ſu- 
perior force. I determined, therefore, to wait 


the Army of Obſervation in the poſt that I oce 


cupied. 


The movement which I had made to my right, 
on leaving Wilingen, in order to get between 


the Danube and the Lake of Conſtance, having 
removed me at a conſiderable diſtance from Kehl, 
I ordered the convoys of the Army to paſs, in 


future, by the Bridges of Baſle and Newbriſac, 


and to reach the Army of the Foreſt Towns and 


the Valley: of Neuſtadt. Theſe orders, which 


were entirely conformable to known military 
principles, produced, neyertheleſs, very ſingular 
effects. The inhabitants of Wilingen, and of the 
Valley of Kinch and Oberkirch, perceiving that 
the French troops were moving off, ſpread a 


report, that the Auſtrians had turned the left of 


the Army of the Danube, and that they were 


marching to Kehl to get poſſeſſion of the Tete - 


du-Pont, with a view to cut off the retreat of 


that Army. The Commiſſaries of War, the free, 
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ſoldiers and deſerters, as well as the Adminiſtra- 
tions, gave credit to this report on the faith of 
the inhabitants, who urged them to find ſecurity 
in a ſpecdy flight from the power of the enemy. 
At length the alarm extended fo far, that Ge- 
neral Chateauneuf. Randon, commandant of Straſ- 
bourg, was perſuaded by theſe falſe reports that 
the enemy was within a few leagues of that city. 
As he was at this time ſick, and conſequently 
not in a ſtate to verify the fact himſelf, and 
having but a ſmall number of troops under his 
command, he proceeded, with all poſſible diſ- 
patch, to put in requiſition the national guards 
of the departments of the Upper and Lower 
Rhine; and informed me, by a courier extraor- 
dinary, of theſe ſuppoſed dangers, as well as the 
meaſure he had adopted in conſequence of them. 
This panic, which probably originated from ma- 
Iice, ſeems, however, to have produced ſome 
happy effects. It offered to the citizens of theſe 
departments an opportunity of diſplaying their 
zeal, their courage, and their boundleſs devotion 
to the Republic. The emotion was rapid ab it 
was ſpontaneous: the citizens haſtened to every 
_— I 
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point which was believed: to be threatened; with 
arms and proviſions. This patriotic rapture 
proves that, in ſpite of every effort which has 
been made to ſicken Frenchmen of their repub- 
lican inſtitutions, and to render their country, 
as it were, odious to them; that, governed as they 
have been by their fellow- citizens with as op- 
preſſive a tyranny as they could have experienced 
from their moſt perfidious enemies, they ſtill pre- 
ſerve the moſt profound horror of every form of 
foreign dominion. It is-to the warrior, who has 
ſo often ſeen before him the laſt efforts of dying 
heroiſm, that it is permitted to ſpeak with enthu- 
ſiaſm of a people, who would have offered ſuch 
vaſt and inexhauſtible reſources, if they had not 
been ſo ill governed, or, rather, ſo baſely be- 
trayed: — he is ſtill permitted to indulge the 
hope, that, in ſpite of ſo many dark plots, ſo 
many ſad omens, fo many juſt cauſes. of alarm, 
the Republic will at laſt triumph both over its 
foreign and e enemies. 3 

Theſe reports gave me conſiderable uneaſineſs; 
and though 1 had not the leaſt knowledge of 


8 ; | 


F 
this pretended movement of the Auſtrian Army, 
it was poſſible that the Archduke might have con- 
cealed it from me : but the accounts of my emiſ- 
ſaries, and thoſe which were brought by the dif- 


ferent reconnoitring parties, ſoon convinced me 


that theſe alarms had not the leaſt foundation, 


N 


. 


nor could J attribute them to any other cauſe, 
than the evil difpoſition of the inhabitants of the 


country. 


I conceived that General Chateauneuf Randon, | 


inſtead of ſending me ſuch vague information,— 
inſtead of taking thoſe extraordinary meaſures, 


"which were calculated to create alarm, and to 


produce the moſt fatal effeQs, ought, on the 


contrary, to have done every thing in his power 


to encourage the ſpirits of the people. Diſcon- 


tented with his conduR, I ſuſpended him from 


his fun&ions.—But, however painful an avowal 
of error may be to ſelf-love, I ſhall not difſemble 
my acknowledgement, that I acted with too 


much ſeverity towards that officer; and that 1 


ought to have ſeen no fault in his conduct, but 


an exceſs of zeal.—] relate this particular circum- 
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— 


Nance, in order to forewarn military men, that 


they ſhould diſtruſt this kind of tactic, ſo familiar 


to the Auſtrians ; which conſiſts in ſpreading 


falſe alarms, to diſturb the Commanders, to 4dif- 


courage the ſoldiers, and to excite commotions. 


among the inhabitants of the country places. 


General Bernadotte did all he could to ſup- 
port me: but what ſuccour could he afford? He 
formed, nevertheleſs, the blockade of Philipſ- 
bourg, took poſſeſſion of Manheim, and raiſed 


as many works as it was in his power, on ſeveral 
points of the Rhine. He employed himſelf in 
furniſhing Mentz and Ehrenbreitſtein with pro- 


viſions, as well as in arming and fitting out the 
conſcripts: in ſhort, he earneſtly ſolicited the 


Directory and the Miniſter, for the reinforce- 


ments, both in cavalry and infantry, which had 


been ſo long promiſed to him: nor is there any 


occaſion to repeat, that his ſolicitations and 
earneſt entreaties were all in vain.— The troops 
did not arrive on the Rhine, till we both of us 

had quitted the command. 575 
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+. T received: the: 2gth, by a courier extraor- 
dinary, a diſpatch from the Directory, which 
informed me, that the legiſlative body had de- 
clared the Republic to be in a ſtate of war 
with Auſtria and the Grand Duke of Tuſcany. 
On the ſame day I alſo received intelligence, 
that the Archduke had united his Army, and 
was preparing to attack me. His motions, and 
the converſation of ſome of the officers of his 
light troops, did not leave me the leaſt doubt on 
that point.—I was not ignorant that his force 


was twice as ſtrong as that which I commanded, 
and, which was the - worſt of all, the whole 
French Army was as well informed of that cir- 
cumſtance as myſelf. The inhabitants of the | 
country through which we paſſed, could not 
conceive it poſſible that we ſhould dare to maxe 


an attack with ſuch an inferior force.—The hour 
of deluſion was paſſed, all ſtratagem was fruit- 
leſs, and, notwithſtanding the utmoſt addreſs 
which - prudence. could ſuggeſt, they had dif- 
covered our real ſituation. In ſuch an hazard- 
ous poſition, the ſafeſt way would have been to 
return without fighting ; but, imperious as the 
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motives were which preſcribed ſuch a condu®t to 
e 1 ſhould never have forgiven myſelf, ifI had. 

yielded to them. In fact, could] abandon Gene- _ 
ral Maſſena to the whole power of the Auſtrian, 
Army. he ſkill of my enemies in the ſcience, 
of miſchief was ſo. complete, and they had. 
managed every thing with ſo much addreſs, that 
whatgyer part 1 had taken, they would haye 
found the means to calumniate me. I knew too. 
well the Machiavelian ſpirit that governed the. 
Directory, to imagine that I ſhould not receive, 
orders to attack. I was, ſenſible that their delay, 7 
aroſe from the certainty that I was in ſuch 3, 
ſituation, as to render it impoſſible for me to fall 
back without fighting, Theſe yery men, who 
would have exclaimed / againſt me as 'a coward 
and a traitor, if 1 had abandoned Genera] 
| Maſſena, without Having made, every effort to 
ſupport him, have had the affrontery to declare, 

that T had not received orders to attack. No,— 
audacious calumniators |—Deſtroyers . of public 
liberty, —perſecutors , of the moſt. virtuous and, 
honeſt citizens ;—no, I had not received your 
orders when I made the attack ; but bad you, 
8 


* 
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not placed me in a poſition, where, whatever. 
the hazard might be, T could not refuſe to fight 
without devoting myſelf to infamy ?—To diſpel” 
every doubt from the treachery of 1 your defigns, 
I ſhall tranſcribe two letters which were written 
to me by the Minifter, who is the organ of your 
will. It is fortunate for me that your impatience 
would not allow you to wait the reſult of the 
part which I ſhould take. If you had foreſeen 
it, you would have been cautious enough not 
to write theſe letters, and would then have 
been able to calumniate x me with ill Roe * 125 


vintage. | 
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u The Miniſter 5 mar, to | Citizen Jourdan, Con- 
e nander in Chief of the Armies of the Dante, 


* Obſervation, and, Helvetia, 


The Executive Directory, Citizen General, 
« has charged me to ſend to you, by a courier 
ec extraordinary, the details that it has received 
oo” of the motions of the enemy. 


\ 


L 1398, 3 


If the e theſe- motions are cored, 
« as there is no, reaſon to doubt, there are gogd 
re grounds for concluding that the Auſtrians have 

«© formed the deſign to make an attack upon you, 
« and that they, are ſenſible of their ſuperior. 
& force, fince they did not wait for you, behind 
* the Lech; where, by the adyantage of their. 
« poſition, and the facility of uniting their power, 
they might hope for ſucceſs.in the firſt engage- 
„ ment. | 


- Thi hip of the e 
* with a view to. Switzerland, which is at preſent 
© covered: by the Army of General Maſſena, and 
eee 908 0G. NL LAGER 
_ © party, who will immediately declare | them- , 
40 Eben if they ſhould gain any advantage. 


« The Auſtriats know, beſides, that KM 
e have always. been beat whenever they have 
been attacked; and they may be diſpoſed to 

© make” an attempt that has been ſo ſucceſsful 
* to the French, becauſe it is congenial to their 

| 82 
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« character, and is of yer mu nA aj 
"in Te beginning of a es” 11 28 


„ The Executive Directory, in leaving you, 
Citizen General, all the latitude, in point of 
o execution, that your own force and that of 
«the Army of Helvetia will allow, has charged 
„ me to inform you of its opinion, that you 
« ſh6uld fruſtrate the projects of the enemy by 
«* attacking them as ſoon as poſlible, and before 
they have united all their force. 


Great reliance is alſo had, Citizen General, 
« on the particular inſight you muſt have into 
the ſituation and circumſtances of the enemy 
that you have before you; and on your unre- 
ce mitting deſire to make the arms of the Repub- 
« lic triumph. 

(909 224g Health and Fraternity, 

oY hn Mrter-Monza, y 


The Directory ſeemed to be zpprehenſive that 
this letter was not ſufficiently clear and preciſe. 
They had received that of the 28th, in which I 
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informed them that I was arrived at Plulendoff, 
ahd that, äs the Army of Obſervation could not 
be formed before the 16th Germinal, (30th 
March,) I ſhould await that event to commence 
offenſive operations; but that, nevertheleſs, if, 
before that period, the Archduke ſhould müni- 
feſt an intention to attack me or the Army of 
Helvetia, I was determined to prevent it by at- 
tacking him, notwithſtanding the ſuperiority” of | 
his numbers. The Directory ordered the Mini- 
Ro to write me the following anſwer. ib 
* Paris, 2d Germinal, _ March; 11h Vear 

« of the French Republic, one and indivifible. 7 


Je Miniſter of War to Citizen Fourdan, Com- 
© nander in Chief of the Armies of the n 
© of Helvetia, and * Obſervation.” | 


« The Executive Directory, Citizen General, 
“ has read with attention your letter of the d 
„ 28th Ventoſe, (18th March) —and it has 
charged me to obſerve to you, that, regard- 
* ing, as they do, the Army of Helvetia to be 


the enemy, who is daily inereaſing his force, 
_* while yours remains the fame.. | 


er an integral part of that which you comaland, 
* and which you may diſpoſe in apy mannet 
e that you ſhall judge. beſt, it is of importance 
that you do not delay an inſtant in attacking 


“ Your army, therefore, being ſtrong, inured 
to war, and animated by the ſucceſs of that 
« of Helvetia; and the enemy's troops being 
« diſcouraged and faint-hearted, the Directory 
js perſuaded that you ought to be under no 
& alarm for your left, and to make an immedi- 
* ate attack, | 


« The Directory has commanded. me to com- 
© municate to you the motives which influence 
e its opinion, that you will poſſeſs a real advan- 
tage in making an inſtant attack on the ene- 
e my. before its force can be united, and not- 
« withſtanding the non-exiftence. of the Army of Ob- 
&« ſervation. It refers alſo, in particular, to the 
&* letter I wrote to you, in its name, on the 
* 2gth Ventoſe, (19th March,] and relies on 


FT 
* the: daring ipirit of your "meaſures, und thy 
« Wag YR een 
&* of the Republic triumph. - 
« . and Fraternity, 


*  Mitur-Mongav® n 


42 


The Directory being W to acknow- 
jedge that the Army of Obſervation had a mere 
nominal exiftence, ſpeaks with extreme com 


Plaiſance of that of Helvetia, as if it was, in 


fact, at my diſpoſal. But, beſides that the two 


armies, ſeparated by the Lake of Conſtance, 
could not give the leaſt aſſiſtance to each other, 


but in fighting; ſuch was the poſition it occus 
Pied, and General Maſſena was threatened byſuch 


a ſuperior force, that he frequently ſolicited me | 


to ſend him a brigade, commanded by General 


Ruby, which flanked my right. To give a juſt 


tranſcribe a letter from its commander. 
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„ '* Head. Quarters, at Coire, tie 28th Ventoſa, 
* (184 March, il Year of 'the French 
6 + 21s one and heat | 
* Maſona, CERA in Chis, to Oiiizen Fourdan, 
Commander in Chief of the IM ik the Danube, 
Wonen Of D<i! gr 
A F received laſt nledt,. my dear G nl a 
t courier extraordinary from the Executive Di- 
# rectory, by which J am informed, that it has 
ſent you orders to move forwards, as well as 
to the Commander in Chief of the Army of 
Italy; and that, on the morning of the 22d, 
4 4 meſſage was to be ſent to the Legiſlative 
#. Body, to recommend it to declare war againſt 
# | "ho e igen te _ of Tyſcany, 
„ We are then once more at war, my hn 
1 a ber and I am obliged to inform you, that 
* I am by no means in a ſituation to execute 
4 the orders that you may ſend me; not having 
* a ſingle ration of bread to ſupply the divi- 
*« fions;—and if l had it, I am without carriages 


_ * to tranſport it,” 


"Cole 


1 have unremittingiy repreſented - to the' : 


« Miniſter of war the undifguifed ſituation of 
* the Army of Helvetia. Oh my arrival to take 


ce the command of it, I gave him an account of | 


te its total wafit "of waggons, e. and that this 
© Army being deſtined to paſs over a country 
& wholly without reſoutces, it was indiſpenfibly 
&« neceſſary to furniſh a ſupply of ay hundred 


« thouſand rations of biſeuit —They were at! 


« cordingly promiſed; but nothing is arrived, 
and we are in a State of es es 


. \ ; 


I have ſent "courier: Eds to the 


Directory to demand a ſucceſſor, and I inform 


te it, that I am ſoliciting you, to make a pro af 


te ſional appointment to my command. I beg of 
« you to comply with my requeſt, as 1 do not 


& fee] myſelf able to condut᷑t a war in the Tek 
3 W i hep and without ane : 


1 5 Brigadier General Ruby gives liebe | 


ve to his General of Diviſion that General Fe- 

* rino has taken a part of it. 1 have ſtated 

. to vou, dear General, the ſtrength of the 
* 
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« n and the poſts it has to maintain; if, 
therefore, you begin by taking a brigade from 
me, I know not what I ſhall do.? 
| ps: was altogether impoſſible for me to diſpenſe 
with attacking the enemy, ſince he was making | 
: his diſpoſitions to anticipate me. It is not leſs 
certain that the Archduke had one hundred and 93 
twenty thouſand men under his command, 
which were the flower of the Auſtrian troops. 
And what had we to oppoſe to this formidable 
f . Army ?—Thoſe of the Danube and Helvetia, | 
| which, at the commencement of the campaign, 
i did not, in all, amount to ſixty-ſix l 
Sghting men. 


| 3 . to fight, and even to foreſtall 

dme attack, I communicated my intentions to 5 
| | General Maſſena, and requeſted him to do all in 
x | his power to get poſſeſſion of Feldkirch. On 


| the zoth Ventoſe, (20th March,) I diſpoſed the 
= _ Army in the following manner. The advanced 
\ | guard, commanded by Ceneral Lefebvre, re- 


”' _. ceived orders to take poſt on a ruulet called 
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Oftrach; behind the village of that name; and 
he was charged to keep, with great vigilancce | 


the paſſes of Mogenbuch. The third diviſion, 
commanded by General St. Cyr, was ordered to 
eſtabliſh jtſelf at Mengen; and was charged to 


connect itſelf, by the right, with the troops of 
the advanced guard; and to detach the left flank, 
companies, commanded by General Vendamme, 


to the left bank of the Danube, behind the 
brook which falls into that river below Sigma- 


General Ferino, who commanded the firſt di- 
viſion, received orders to take his poſition on the 
| little river Aſch, which riſes near that of the 
Oſtrach, and empticy itſelf in the Lake of Con- 


ſtance, near Buchorn. He was. alſo 3 


0a? the mp of "OE | 
114. 1322180 
The 4050 diviſion, commu by General 
. Souham, was ordered to encamp, with the ca- 
valry, before Pfulendorf, on the road which leads 


1 2 


tans 


4 +11The-reſerve Mat by Gene 


ral Haupoult,, were ordered to be cantoned in 
the envitons of Pfulendorf: -- Theſe two diviſions 
were to form a. part of the ſecond line: they 
avere deſtined to bear down on the polnts that 
mould be attacked; or to ſuſtain the other divi- 
208 ee mw a attack _ 
15 n od „ rr! 
be Generals Lafebtre; St. an and reibe 
pt orders, to cover the front of 'theit divi- 
ſions with the light traops ; the two firſt keeping 
them in advance to the right bank of the 
Oſtrach, and the latter puſhing them on to the 


left bank of the Aſch. They were both or- 
dered to make a vigorous attack on the enetny's 


Ne 'of which Wande * 
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General Ferino fat; in with the enemy behind 
Marchdorf, when they were very vigorouſly - 
attacked by Brigadier Gengral Tharreau, who, 
at tlie head of 4 column of infantry and ſome 

light cavalry, turned them, and made fourſcore 
priſoners of the huſſar regiment of Grautz, and 
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ett foot ſoldiers of à free corps, -among 
whom was 2 Major and four other, offcers. Ge- 


whoſe loſs as very conſiderable, The number 
of priſoners made by this diviſion, amgunted to 
two hundred men; on our fide there were only 
a fewkilled and wounded. Citizen Dubalant, 
Captain of the light ae enen | 118 
pe 10m Water 5463 772 F N Dein 


Wa Saint Os alſo "ou in 15 wing ws, 


pn drove them from ſome villages, ſituated on 
the front of his diviſion on the right bank of 


the Oſtrach; killed ſeveral men, and made 
twelve priſoners among whom Was a Captain. 
he left flank corps, which I had been ob- 
liged to draw off from the Danube, to aſſure 
myſelf if the enemy had really made a move- 
ment on that ſide, as it had been reported, had 
got to ſuch a diſtance, as prevented them from 
reaching the poſt which had been appointed for 
them: this circumſtance rendered it neceſſary for 
General Saint Cyr to detach ſome troops to the 


Jeft bank of the . Anden the orders. of i 


neral F erinq ordered the purſuit of the enemy 
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Aafutant General Debilly, to cover his let 


flank; * which operation be weakened Hs 
diviſon. © The laſt obſervation will, at firſt, 
perhaps, appear to be trifling; but thoſe who 
are profound in the military art will be ſen- 
ble of its Importance, eſpecially, when I have 
detalled the following particulars.—If the re- 
ports of a movement on my left had not been 
believed; if the extraordinary meaſures taken 
at Straſburgh, had not confirmed the certainty 
of it, I ſhould not have ordered the left flank 
corps, commanded by General Vendamme, to 
ſuch a diſtance from the Army. This corps, 
Which was compoſed of two demi-brigades and 
three ſquadrons, would have formed a junction 
with the diviſion of General Saint Cyr, who, on 
the following day, would not only have been in 
a condition to reſiſt the enemy, but to have 
given a powerful ſuecour to the advanced guard: 
and it is not improbable that the Archduke 
would then have failed in forcing the paſſage of 
Oſtrach. Thus it is in war, that the moſt 
ſurpriſing effects proceed ſometimes from the 
moſt trifling cauſes. The antients worſhipped 


L268} 
Fortune as à divinity, According to ther my- 
thology, ſhe preſided over all the events of life, 


and diſpenſed good and evil according to her ca- 


pricious pleaſure. Such an idea was more inge- 
nious than philoſophic; better calculated to pleaſe 
the imagination than to ſatisfy reaſon on matters 


that tranſcend human comprehenſion. .. It ap- 


: pears, however, that a kind of | fatality; often- 
times deſtroys. the wiſeſt plans, renders uſeleſs 
the moſt ſagacious calculations, and conjures up 
ſucceſs from meaſures that experience would 


regard as errors.—lIf the moſt trifling incidents 


can have ſuch an efe& on the fate of  bat- 
tles as cannot be well doubted, Generals; and 
Commanding Officers, before they make their 
reports to the Commander in Chief, ought to be 
well aſſured of what they advance; ſince, from 


the impoſſibility of ſeeing every thing himſelf, | 
it is from their reports that he muſt decide; and 
one piece of falſe intelligence, a ſingle alarm, 


which enyy or malevolence may excite, is ſome- 
times capable of diſconcerting his projects, and 
drawing him on into meaſures, which oftentimes 
produce the moſt fatal conſequences. 


* 
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Gesstel Lefebvre; who commanded the ad; 
vanced guard, after baving taken the poſition to 
Which he was appvinted, diſpatched his light 
troops to'Hoſkirch and Saulgen. The right co- 
Jumn' found the enemy in order of battle before 
Hoſkirch, made a very vigorous attack, and carried 
the village, which its diſadvantagedus ſituatfon 
would not ſuffer them to keep. The Auſtrians 
having brought to this point, four battalions; 
twelve hundred horſe; and fix pieces of cannon, 
fought, during the whole day, againſt four com- 
panies of the twenty fifth demi-brigade of light 
infantry, a' ſquadron of the firſt regiment of 
chaſſeurs, and one of the fifth of huſſars. Gene- 
ral Lefebvre afterwards reinforced this corps 
with a battalion of the fifty-third demi-brigade; 
of the ſeventeenth regiment of dragoons, and 
three pieces of light artillery. The night, at 
length, put an end to this obſtinate combat, and 
the light troops of this column took poſt, part 
of them at the head of the village of Koninſeck- 
ralt; and the reſt along the wood; which is to 
the left of Hoſkirch, connecting themſelves, bß 
poſts, acroſs the foreſt, with thoſe of the left 


3 
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columns; theſe, having quitted Oſtrach at the 
ſame moment, had followed: the high road of 


Saulgen; and having fallen in with the enemy 
at Bachhaupten, followed them up with great 
vigour, drove them as far as the abbey of Sieſen; 

and, having ſcoured the woods of ſome infantry 
which were ſheltered there, obliged the cavalry 
to fly, for an opportunity of rallying, to the body 
of the army which was encamped at Saulgen. 
At night this column fell back, and took its po- 
ſition behind Bolſtern, covering by poſts the yik 
lage of Fridberg, and communicating, by other | 
it with the right column, | 


The deseo guard alſo cauſed: a conſider- 
able loſs to the enemy, as well in killed as 
wounded, and made one hundred and fifty pri- 
ſoners. Our loſs amounted to no more than 
twenty men wounded and eight killed. The 
courage diſplayed by theſe troops, and the judg- 
ment of their intrepid commanders, awakened, 
in my mind, the moſt lively ſatisfaction, and re- 
animated my hopes. I particularly diſtinguiſhed' 
among them Citizen Baron, captain in the firſt 
71 | U | Rar 70 
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regiment of horſe chaſſeurs; and Citizen Everk, 
who? commanded” a ſquadron in the fifth regi- 
ment of the huſſars. I did not leave General 
Lefebvre till an hour before night. 


The Army occupied a very advantageous poſi - 
tion.— The Oftrach and the Aſch are two rivu- 
lets whoſe reſpective ſources are at a ſmall diſ- 
tance from each other, near Riedhauſen. The 
firſt takes its courſe from South to North, and 
empties itſelf into the Danube, below Mengen. 
The ſecond, on the contrary, runs from North to 
South, and empties itſelf into the Lake of Com- 
ſtance near Buchorn. Though they are very incon- 
ſiderable ſtreams, they render the country through 
which they flow ſo marſhy, that it is not practicable 
for artillery to paſs, but on the great roads which 
traverſe it. There are a greater number of paſſages 
for the infantry, but they are very eaſily defended. 


I knew, that the Archduke was marching to- 
wards. me; but I thought it would be two or 
three days before he would be prepared to make 
an attack... I was the more confirmed in theſe 
conjectures, as, from the reports of the 29th, his 


_ [191 | 
bead-quarters were at Mindelheim, and the main 
body of his army was encamped-on the Mindel. 
I hoped to profit of this interval, either to 
ſtrengthen the poſition of the Army, or to attack 
the corps which was before me; and I waited 
for ſuch intelligence as I might receive the fol- ; 
lowing day, to determine the meaſure I ſhould 
prefer. But I was deceived in my calculation: 
the Archduke advanced by forced marches; his 
army had continued its route night and day; 
and he anticipated my deſigns, by a me 
on ns Iſt Germanal wa ma i. 


At five in the morning I received © ether from 
General Lefebvre, who informed me that his 
advanced poſts were attacked at all points; and 
that, from the accounts he had received, - we 
muſt expect a general engagement. | 

+rifry g * Nane 7 & 

I immediately ordered General Souham, who 

commanded the ſecond diviſion, to detach a de- 

mi- brigade, and a company of light artillery, to 

reinforce the diviſion of the advanced guard; 

and foreſeeing if it was the deſign of the ene- 
Uz 
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the on a general engagement, that they 
would endeavour to turn our poſition an our 
right, by penetrating the defiles between the 
| ſources of the Oftrach and the Aſch; I com- 
manded the ſame General to detach a body of 
troops to defend thoſe deſiles. He : intruſted 
that operation to Brigadier-General Decaen, 
who had under him the ſecond demi - brigade of 
the line, the iſt regiment of dragoons, and two 
pieces of artillery. This column took the direc- 
tion of en and — 


ordered ne . to 5 oolleft the re- 
ſerved cavalry in the plain of Pfulendorf, to pro- 
tett, if neceſſary, the retreat of the advanced 
guard. The diſpoſition of the country, which 
was interſected by rivers, marſhes, and woods, 
would not allow me to employ this corps in a 
more effectual manner, ſuch ground being very 
unfavourable for the engagement of cavalry. 


TI wrote to General Saint Cyr, to unite his di- 
vifion'and prepare for action. I gave him parti- 
cular-4nſtruEtions, to ſpare no exertion in order 


1 | 
to defend a Od which was on his right, and 
ſeparated his diviſion from that of General Le-. 
febvre, and to prevent the enemy from getting 
poſſeſſion of it. He replied to me that he was 
making the neceſſary diſpoſition to giye a good 
reception to the Auſtrians, who were preparing 
to attack him. He alſo» obſerved to me, and 
with reaſon, that the flank troops to the left, mot 
having been able to reach the poſition which 


had been aſſigned them on the rivulet that emp · 


ties itſelf into the Danube, below Sigmarengen, 


he had been obliged to detach troops to defend 


that poſt, as well as another at Sygmardorf, 
which greatly diminiſhed the ſtrength of his di- 
viſion. i | 1 it. A 4 471, : 51903 
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I alſa communicated to General 


e 
13100 


quarters were at Marcdorf, and, conſequently, 


at too great a diſtance from me to take a very 


active part in the approaching battle. His. divi- 
ſion was detached from the army, and formed, 


in ſome degree, a diſtinct corps. He was orderetl 


to act according to circumſtances, as it was not 


circumſtances of the moment; but his head - 


* 
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It may be 0 W that, 8 

the ſmall number of my troops, I ought not to 

have kept this diviſion at ſo great a diſtance from 
the Army, with a view to any operations in the 
battle of Oſtrach. But beſides, that it guarded 
emoſt important paſſes, and that it would 
have been highly imprudent to abandon them, as 
they led from Raveſbourg to Marckdorf, to 

Salſmenſveiller, and even to Pfulendorf, I had 

alſo received the moſt certain information, that 
the enemy had a large force on my right. How 

could I chen diſpenſe with keeping a diviſion to 
obſerve that corps, to cover my flank, and pro- 
tect 0 — with the Army of Hel- 


vet pt 


211 Hong iſſued theſe different orders, I pro- 
ceeded to the camp of the advanced guard, ac- 
companĩed by General Ernouf, who commanded 
the general ſtaff of the Army as well as my own. 
On my arrival there about ſeven o'clock in tbe 


3 
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morning, General Lefebvre gave me an exad 


account of the events which had taken place, 
and the diſpoſitions that he had made. 


The poſts beyond Fridberg had ha aſſaulted 
at one in the morning by a cloud of red cloaks, 
and had been forced to fall back to the upper 
part of the wood of Davidſyeiler—Six battalions 
of free corps had attacked, at the ſame inſtant, 
the night · guards poſted behind Bolſtern. The 
twenty-fifth demi-brigade of light infantry, which 
defended all theſe paſſes, had ſucceſſively re- 
treated to Davidſyeiller, and afterwards, part to 
Oſtrach, part to Ickofen, and part to Einhart, 
to defend thoſe three important poſitions. | 


This demi-brigade diſtinguiſhed-itſelf by the 
ſignal manner in which it made this retreat, 
which began at two in the morning, and was 
not completed till ſeven. 5 


The firſt regiment of horſe chaſſeurs, and the 
fourth of Huſſars, formed a part of the column 
of the twenty- fifth demi - brigade; and in ſup- 
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Porting the Agkt infantry, en their 
manceuvres in the beſt order. . 


After theſe movements, the greater part of the 
twenty-fifth- brigade; of light infantry had got be- 
low the poſition, and in front of the diviſion of 
General Lefebvre. Four companies under the 
orders of the commander of the battalion de 
Drouin, were placed atthe bridge of Oftrach, and 
at the head of that village, to defend it from the 
approach of the enemy. Ten other companies, 
ſtretching along the left bank of the Oftrach, 
extended themſelves at the ſame time, on the 
left, to defend the paſſes which lead from Van- 
gen and Einbart, to Mogenbuch. ; [is 


The fourth regiment of huſſars, the firſt of 
chaffeurs, and two ſquadrons of the ſeventeenth 
of dragoons, were placed behind Oftrach, to the 
right of the poſition. Theſe troops were com- 


manded by General Klaine.—A battalion of the 


fixty-ſeventh demi-brigade was formed into a 
cloſe column, and placed behind the village of 
Oltrach, to ſupport the four companies of light 


j « 
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infantry. 3 battalion of this demi-bri- 
gade was drawn up in order of battle, at the 
point of the wood which is oppoſite Jeckafen, 


in order to defend that village. A battalion of the 


fifty-third demi-brigade was ſtationed in reſerve 
near the wood, which lengthened the poſition. 
The light artillery and that of the train were 
placed on ſeveral platforms, to defend the ap- 
proach of the village of Oſtrach, by flanking the 
troops that might approach it. 3 


General Lefebvre reckoned alſo, for the. de- 


fence of his poſition, on a battalion of the fifty- 


third demi-brigade, four companies of the twen- 
ty-fifth demi-brigade of light infantry, three 
ſquadrons of the fifth regiment of huſſars, a 


| ſquadron of the firſt regiment of chaſſeurs, and. 
two ſquadrons of the eech regiment . 


dragoons. 

Theſe troops, commanded by Adjutant Gene- 
ral Fontaine, had been ſent ſorward in the even- 
| ing to Hoſkirch. He. had received orders to fall 
back on Oftrach : but the enemy had interpoſed 

X 


* 
| itt the entrance of the village, be at 
ſelf between the fire of the French and that of 
the Auſtrians. As he could not attempt the 
paſſage without expoſing himſelf to be entirely 
defeated, he availed himſelf of a fog, which con- 
cealed his column from the enemy, and aſcending 
the Oftrach by the right bank of that river, on 
which he found no practicable opening, he was 
forced to advance at far as Riedhauſen, where, 
after having engaged a column of the enemy, he 


formed his junction with the troops of the ſecond = 


| diviſion, which I had diſpatched in the morning 
to defend that paſs. This retreat, which was as 
difficult as it was dangerous, and required an 
uncommon preſence of mind and great courage, 
does infinite honour to the Adjutant General 
Fontaine and Citizens Sahuc and Vander- 
mann, the former, General of the firſt demi- 
brigade of chaſſeurs, and the latter, Commander 
of the fifty-third demi-brigade. This event, 
however, weakened the diviſion of General Le- 
febvre, leſſened our means of defence, and con- 
_ tributed to the ſucceſs of the enemy. | 


* 
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Such were Ws. > ts 


General Lefebvre when I arrived on the field of 


battle : and, notwithſtanding the immenſe ſu- 


periority of the enemy, we might, perhaps, have 
maintained our poſitions, if a thick fog had not 


Concealed all their motions, and deprived us of 


the power to afford any ſeaſonable ſaccour to 
thoſe points where they directed their attacks. 


The enemy attacked the village of Oſlrach 


with three or four battalions in the face of a 
very briſk cannonade. The four companies of 
Fight infantry placed in this village, and pro- 
tected by a terrible fire of our artillery, ſuſtained 
the ſhock with an heroic courage, and continued 


to repulſe the Auſtrians during three hours. The | 


Commander of the battalion, Drouin, covered 
himſelf with glory in this action. 


At the ſame time the enemy filed off ſeveral 


battalions, with artillery, to their right, They 


then made a vigorous attack on the village of 
Schopen, with a view to penetrate to 23921 | 


X 2 
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buch, by different wy that the little rivulet of 

| ehen f in this IN of it. : 
General PI who bars this move- 
ment, immediately diſpatched 'the battalion of 
the fifty-third demibrigade, which had been 
| kept in reſerve, behind Vangen, and ordered his 
cavalry to paſs, from the right of his poſition to 
the left, to ſupport the Rune who defended 

the paſſage of the rivulet. 

| The bring was terrible and continual; and the 
enemy, who conſidered it of the utmoſt impor- 
tance to get poſſeſſion of Oſtrach, ſent. freſh 
troops to reinforce the former, and at length, fo 
far prevailed, as to compel the four companies 
who defended it, to abandon the bridge, and to 
fall back into the village. The Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Bontems, who was behind this village with 
the battalion of the ixty-ſeventh demi-brigade, 
received orders at the ſame inſtant, to retake the 
poſt and keep it. He immediately gave the ſignal 
55 of attack, and executed the order with a ſteady | 
: courage which is above all praiſe. 


s 


General Lefebvre being informed that the ene- 


my made every effort to get poſſeſſion of the 
paſſes which led to Mogenbuch, haſtened to 


Ikoſen to ſatisfy himſelf that the diſpoſitions had 


been made, which he had commanded. As he 
was directing ſome movement, he was ſtruck by 
'a bullet on his left arm; and he ſtrove, as long 
as poſſible, to conceal his wound from the offi- 
cers that ſurrounded him: when be was, at 
length, obliged to quit the field of battle, I gave 
the command of his diviſion'to Brigadier-General 
Soult. 5h en 


At this moment the ſeventh demi-brigade, 


which formed a part of the ſecond diviſion, 
arrived to ſupport the advanced guard, in con- 
formity to the order I had given to General 


Souham before my departure from Pfulendorf. 


A battalion of this demi-brigade'was placed be- 
hind the village of Oſtrach; and I ordered 
Adjutant- General Molitor to cbnduct the other 
battalion to Mogenbuch, in order that he might 
be in a ſituation to preſs forward to the paſſes 


which were the moſt vigorouſly attacked, and 


- 
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' 
| 
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e 
tmppon the trocps that defended them : but this 


battalion arrived too late. General Molitor fell 
in with theſe troops, who, compelled to give 
way to ſuperior numbers on the fide of Vangen 
and Einhart, were retreating to the diviſion of 
the advanced guard. He wiſhed to renew the 
attack ; but the enemy were already ſcattered 
through the woods and in great force; on the other 
hand, our troops were haraſſed and exhauſted 
with fatigues, as well as in want of ammunition. 
The enemy took this advantage to preſs our 
| artillery with ſome corps of cavalry ; but they 
were repulſed by two ſquadrons commanded by 
General Klaine. The Brigadier-Generals Mer- 
lin, Saint Dizier, and the General of Horſe Du- 

bois Crance, led on their troops with great in- 
_ trepidity and judgment. | 


At this time, the fog being diſperſed, we diſ- 
. covered an immenſe line of cavalry and infantry. 
It may be ſaid, without exaggeration, that the 
troops which engaged our advanced guard 


amounted to twenty-five thouſand men. I now 


Perceived the abſolute impoſſibility of making 


(9 1 
any further reſiſtance againſt ſuch a ſuperior 
force, as well as the danger that threatened the 
_ diviſion, from the advantage which the enemy 


had gained on the left. I therefore ordered ' 


: General Soult, to fall back with the diviſion to 
the poſt before Pfulendorf. . 


The retreat was effected in perfect order, 
and was ſupported in particular by the 


ſeventh company of ſap-men, who, after hav- 


ing cut down, under the enemy's fire; the 


bridges on the Oſtrach, fought like grenadiers. | 
Citizen Crete, Lieutenant of that company, diſ- 


tinguiſhed himſelf in a manner that deſerves my 
eulogium. The Brigadier-Generals Soult and 


Laval performed prodigies of valour. The for- 
mer diſplayed, in the command of the diviſion 


which he had taken, after General Lefebvre was 


wounded, a preſence of mind and military talent 


that were truly admirable. The Citizens Bon- 
tems, Brigadier-General, and Chauſſard, who 
commanded the battalion of the ſixty-feventh 
demi-brigade of infantry, conducted themſelves 
in a manner to merit the utmoſt praiſe, Our 
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= artillery did great execution among the enemy's 


troops: the cannoneers and officers equally diſ- 


tinguithed themſelves, the one by their activity 
and addreſs, and the other by their judicious 


directions. The ſtaff officers employed near 
General Lefebvre were eminently ſerviceable ; at 


one time, in braving every danger to diſcover the 

| motions of the enemy which the fog concealed ' 
from us; and, at other times, by directing, with 
ſuperior ſkill, the ſeveral columns to thoſe points, 


where the General wiſhed them to act: in ſhort, 


in this memorable conflict, French valour ap- 
peared in all its luſtre. Officers and ſoldiers 


fought with intrepidity, -againſt enemies, who 
were formidable from their ſuperior force: they 
flattered themſelves that they ſhould cruſh by pro- 


digies of courage, an enemy who might over- 
whelm them by the weight of numbers. Thoſe | 
thick battalions which they ſaw extend before 


them, far from checking theirardour, appeared to 


redouble it. That day, ſo oelebrated for heroiſm, 
will dwell for ever on my remembrance. It 
will recall thoſe precious teſtimonies of affection, 
"that can never be effaced from my memory; 


= 
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and will not ceaſe to conſole me in the midſt of 
that bitter cup which my implacable enemies 
have given me to drink. I ſhall aſk permiſſion 


to mention one circumſtance, among an hundred 
others, which will prove that, at all times, I have 


known how to deſerve the eſteem of the ſoldier. 
In retracing this little event, I do not mean to 


make an offering to my own ſelf· love; but to 1 — 


a free courſe to the ſenſibility of my heart. 


Some time after General Leſchere had receive 


ed- his wound, a bullet ſtruck my horſe, and 1 
was thrown on the field of battle; ; a ſudden ex- 


clamation of, The General is killed,“ inſtantly 


eſcaped, with the moſt mournful accents, from 
the ſoldiers which were about me. Laroſe, and 
mounted another horſe, and j joy beamed on every 


countenance. Brave and affectionate Comrades! 
receive the expreſſion of my moſt lively gratitude; 
how dear i is the teſtimony of your attachment to 
me! J mall never forget your kind reproaches, 


when I expoſed myſelf to dangers in fighting by 
your ſide.Ought not I then to partake your 


perils, ſince I ſhare in your glory p What! ſhall 
Y 


- 
* 
' - 3 
* on 
* 7 * 
* = * 
* " - 
— 
C F A 
* : 1 7 is L 
- - 
* 5 
* - y 
* * — 5 v1 
* ' 0 
IF » ay. © - 
5 * - Y Le of 
bs p. « : 2 4 
4 y * a 
5 * . * ” o 2 
: , - \ * 
1 2 1 pe , L l 1 * 
. ” i - d A . 
6 * 
* « N L « . : 1 * 6 
* << , ? : : ” - - * & 
* N * * 2 
: . 2 iy 0 4 L » , + . . — 28 0 1 
* ; fe 7409 3 1 e 
3 > - —_ — p - — — dw—o—ene — — — — - — = _ was > r = - gh 
: oh —— Fe. —— — — — — — — IEISIESDS rr — — 8 — — — — - - — — —— — _— — — — 
—— Ä "ITY — AE, on ET Es 1 2 — * vs * — _ - — — — — 2 — q . 2 — Þ 
— 4 q 


"of 


9 1 


I ſee ſo many intrepid warriors encounter death 


a thouſand times, and ſhelter myſelf from its 


ſtroke No; my duty did not inſtruct me alone 
| to direct your ardent courage; it cammanded 8 


me alſo to diſplay my own.— The more affec- 


tionately you regarded me, the more I cheriſhed 


you; and I ought to render myſelf the more 


 Forthy of vou, by my zeal, my courage, and 


my devotion to you. 


At the fame time that the enemy attacked the 
diviſion of General Lefebvre with ſo much fury, 


they were proceeding to make a ſimilar attack 
on the front of the diviſion of General Saint Cyr, 
and it took place immediately after that of Gey 


peral Lefebyre. Towards ſix in the morning 
the engagement became ſerious. The enemy 
aſſailed with great ſpirit the troops that General 
Saint Cyr bad placed on the right bank of the 
Oſtrach, in the villages of Hohendeng, Felcko- 


- ſen, Reiſkaen, and Urſendorf, to cover the front 
of his diviſion ; which, from the ſuperiority of 
the force employed againſt them, were obliged | 


to fall back on the main body of it, 
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| he enemy had 4 corps at Herbemingen; 

which conſiſted of a thouſand or twelve hundred 

horſe, two battalions; and ſome pieces of arti 

lery ; which was ſupported by a battalion and 
| fome ſquadrons that were at 7 . 


General Saint Cyr ordered Adjutant: General 
Debilly to proceed with two ſquadrons to the Teft 


bank of the Danube, in ſight of Riedlingen. 
The object of this movement was to alarm the 


enemy on this point; and giye it the appearance. 


of being the advanced guard of our corps of 


flank regiments; which meditated an n. on 
Riedlingen. | | 


A battalion of the Wüst äche and eighth d 


brigrade, which occupied Sigmarengen, Sigma⸗ 


rengendorf, and Scheer, ſupported at the fame 


time the left of the Army of the Danube, and 
ſecuted the retreat of Adjutant-General Debilly, 
The ſecond battalion of this demi-brigade, three 
38 pieces or light artillery; and three ſquadrons of 
the ſecond regiment of dragoons, formed the 


brigade of General Walter. This corps was 
1 2 | 
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bolied before Mongen, on the high road of Ul, 
to defend that paſs, and to obſerye the corps of 
troops at n | 


þ a 


5 The e of . Debilly 
produced the effect that General Saint Cyr ex- 
pefted from it. The enemy did not venture to 
diſmantle Riedlingen, and the corps of Herben« 
tingen did not move. General Saint Cyr, to 
whom. F had communicated every thing that paſſ- 
ed. before Oſtrach, and whom 1 had ordered to 
move his forces as much as poſſible to the right, 
in order to ſupport General Lefebyre in prevent- 
ing the enemy from penetrating between the 
two diviſions, put the brigade of General Le- 
grand in motion, and it ſoon drove the Auſtrians 
from the villages which our troops had been 
forced to evacuate a few hours before. Anxious 
| to avail himſelf of this advantage, he was pre- 
paring to march to Fridberg, in order to attack 
me flank, and, if poſſible, to turn the corps 
which was in front of the diviſion. of General 
Lefebure, when * learned oe this diviſion had | 


% 
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been compelled to abandon the polition of Of. 
1 01 and to retreat to Pfulendort.. n balk 


4 news was * W one of my 


aids-de- camp, who pointed out the neceſſity of 
making ſuch diſpoſitions as to prevent his being 
bemmed in on his right; and, at the ſame time, 


delivered him orders to retire behind the river 
which, paſſing Moerſckirch, flows into the Da- 


nube below Scheer. 


% 


The enemy, ſeizing the advantage produced 
by the retreat of the diviſion of General Lefe- 


bvre, brought up numerous reinforcements to 


the right of General Saint Cyr. Our troops 
were now repulſed a ſecond time from the vil- 
lages fituated on the right bank of the Oſtrach, 


and the General collected his divifion on the left 
bank of that rivulet. The Auſtrians prepared 
to force the paſſage of Oſtrach, but the prepara- 
tions made to charge them on their firſt move- 
ment, and the firm aſpect of our troops, induced 
them to abandon their deſign. They then pro- 
ceeded to their left, and paſſed the rivulet of 
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ſeſſed themſelves; and appeared td meditate an 
attempt to turh the whole diviſion of General 
| Saint eyr, and to cut off his retreat to Moer-⸗ 
Kirch. That General ordered the brigade of 
General Legrand to follow up this movement; 
und at the ſame time ſent a detachment to the 
right, to ſupport the brigade of General Walter: 


| Nevertheleſs; the enemy continued to advance 

on the right of General Saint Cyr, and began to 
penetrite to his rear, by the village of Fulpin- 
pen, on the high road of Moerkirch z when the 
General detached Adjutant-General Saligny with 
a battalion of the fiftieth demi-brigade; and or- 
dered him to make a rapid movement to that 
point, and to drive the enemy from it. That 
officer executed this operation with great activity 
and judgment, and thereby ſecured the retreat 
of the diviſion; which was effected, in excellent 
order, at the * of 7 


When General Saint Cyr Wy me an ac- 
count of the events of this day, he beſtowed 
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great praiſe on | the troops of bis diviſion ; and 
added, that the eighth regiment of chaſfeurs, 
and the fifth demi-brigade, were the corps which 
more particularly diſtinguiſhed themſelyes, He 
alſo made honourable mention of the talents and | 
courage of Brigadier-General Legrand ; but he 
only confirmed me in the fayourable apinion 
with which the ſkill, the proweſs, and the mo» 
deſty of that officer had inſpired me, when he 
ſerved in the a of the Sambre and the 
Meuſe. | | | 


During the action of Ostrach, I detached Ge» 
peral Erneuf to the poſt of Pfulendorf, to diſpoſe 
the reſerved cavalry in the plain which is before 
that town, and to place the. artillery on various 
platforms, in order to protect the retreat of the 
diviſion of the advanced guard. After having 
given orders to that effect to General Haupolt, 
he proceeded to Riedhauſen, in order to inform 
himſelf of what yas paſſing on my right, on the 
ſide of Prurgen and Valdenburen. Here he 
found General Souham, who, ſenſible of the 
importance of this paſs, by which the Army 


1 


might" be entirely turned, had proceeded thithey - 
and joined the column of General Decaen, who 


had been ſtationed there ever ſince the morning. 


ae 


Seneral Decaen, on approaching Prurgen, 


had detached a part of his troops to the defile of 


Effenhaufen ; where he formed a junction with 
| that part of the advanced guard, which had not 
been able to make good its retreat to Oſtrach, 


and which it now protected. This corps reſiſted, 


here, as well as at Valdenbeuren, a column of 
the enemy, which attempted in vain to obtain a 
paſſage there. It retreated, in the evening, to the 
camp of Pfulendorf, | CRE 

1 d not; at this time; know if. General Fo- 
rino had been attacked ; but having been forced 


to abandon the Oftrach, I did not think it proper 


to leave this diviſion on the Aſch; where it 


might be turned by its left and driven, even, | 


into the Lake of Conſtance. I accordingly in- 


formed General Ferino of what had paſſed on the | 
Oſtrach, and ordered him to retreat to Salſmeno- | 
eiller, that he might be on a line with the reſt of 
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the Army. Though t this General was ; faced by a 
very conſiderable forc he had not been attack- 


ed; the enemy had only made ſome movements 
of no conſequence, with a view, probably, to 
amuſe and engage him to remain in his poſition, 
in order to fight him on the following day with 


more adyantage, by attacking his front and 
flank. This conjecture ſeems to be juſtified by 
the conduct of the Archduke, who, after having 
made the body of his Army paſs the Aſch and 


the Oſtrach at their ſources, encamped at a few ; 


Jeagues to the right of Pfulendorf. 


The loſs of the enemy, during the courſe of 


this day, was very conſiderable; it amounted, 


according to the accounts of priſoners and de- 


ſerters, to upwards of four thouſand men, killed, 


wounded, and priſoners. The whole of ours did 
not exceed from fourteen to fifteen hundred: | 


the greateſt part of them were wounded, and 


were immediately tranſported to the left bank of 
the Rhine. We Joſt alſo one cannon, which 


being diſmounted could not be carried off. 
2 3 
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Such was the aftual reſult of this memorable 
FRAY ; and, when the ſuperiority of the enemy's 
forces is conſidered, it will be regarded as equal 
in point of honour to the moſt brilliant victories. 
It cannot but add to the high idea, which the 
Imperial troops already entertained of our prow- 
eſs. The republicans were ſo ſenſible of the 
ſuperiority of their courage and intrepidity, they 
were ſo convinced that they had performed 
every thing in this engagement of which the moſt 
admired. heroiſm was capable, that, far from 
feeling the lighteſt diſcouragement, they congra- 
tulated themſelves on their late efforts, as if they 
had obtained a brilliant triumph, 


What then is that incomprehenſible fatality 
which renders ſo many ſublime virtues ufeleſs ; _ 

and by what dreadful combinations does it hap- 
pen, that the people, who have given ſuch | 
grand examples of Republicaniſm, and the moſt 
_ aſtoniſhing proofs of the love of independence, 
ſhould fall again beneath the vileſt yoke ? No,. 
that mall never be, I ſwear by the manes of fo 
many heroes, cut down in the field of glory, who 


| SG 
in eyery republican that lives, will find an aven- 
ger.— Traitors, Tyrants, Royal Slaves! exhauſt 
the infamous reſources of your evil genius; 6 in- 
vent new crimes; increaſe the number of your 
atrocious. deeds; and ſhed, in copious ſtreams, 
the pureſt blood; but others will riſe up to ri- | 
val and imitate thoſe generous and valiant | 
men, whom you have immolated. —Yes, I 
repeat it, the death of our heroes ſhall be 
avengad, and the French, inſtead of cringing 
to a maſter, ſhall yet make the pretended maſters 


of the world tremble! 


The enemy, haraſſed by forced marches, and 
checked by the ſtern courage of the French 
Army, purſued our diviſions with ſo little activity, 
that our movement was executed in the greateſt | 
order, and without ſuffering any, loſs. ng 


As I had not been able to withſtand the ene 
my in the poſition of Oſtrach, I did not think it | 
prudent to remain in that of Pfulendorf, which 
was not to be compared with the former; and 
where the Auſtrians might have attacked me 
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vitb che greateſt advantage. I determined theres 
fore to retreat, in order to take à more contract- 
ed poſition. Accordingly the Army was i in mo- 
tion at two in the morning of the 2d Germinal, 

(22d March,) and took its ſituation between the 
Danube and the Lake of Conſtance; the right 
protected by that Lake near Bodman, the centre 
at Stockach, and the left by the river, near Fri- 
dingen. The movement was performed in good 
order, and the enemy did not follow the co- 
lumns; a few light troops alone preſented them- 
ſelves in the evening before our advanced poſts. 
I fixed my head-quarters at Stockach. 


Though this poſition was the leaſt extended 
of any I could find between the Lake of Con- 
' ſtance and the Danube, it appeared to me, from 
the nature of the ground, to afford the enemy 
very great advantage in attacking us. After 
having examined it myſelf with the utmoſt at- 
tention, I determined to abandon it. The Army, 
therefore, renewed its march on the 3d, at four 

in the morning, and took the poſition which * 
ſhall now deſcribe. 
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The firſt diviſion was encamped near Hohen ; 


tweil; the ſecond, the advanced guard, and the 
diviſion of cavalry, were encamped on the height 
of Engen. The third diviſion was encamped on 
the heights of Futingen, behind the villages of 
Newhauſen and Liebtengen . The flank regi- 
ments, which had rejoined the Army, were on 
the left bank of the Danube, in the environs of 
Fridengen. I fixed the head - quarters at Engen. 


The 4th. The Army remained in its poſition. 


On the ſame day the Archduke encamped at 


Stockach; and his reconnoitring parties, which 
were ſupported by conſiderable bodies of troops, 
approached ſo near us, that an engagement ſoon 
took place along the whole front of our line. 


General Ferino, who commanded the diviſion 
on the right, made a vigorous reſiſtance to the 
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® There is an error on all the maps, which I ſhall mention 
to the reader, in order that he may follow with more correct 
intelligence the military operations which he is about to 
read, The villages of Newhauſen and Liebtengen occupy 
the places of each other on the charts. 
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attack of the enemy. Nevertheleſs, at the fame - 
time that he made his advanced poſts fall back, 
he ordered a brigade to advance to their ſup- 
port ; ſo that the Auſtrians, giving themſelves 
up to the purſuit of our troops, were repulſed 
by this. brigade, with the loſs of two hundred 
priſoners, and a great number of killed and 
wounded. The, action continued till night, and 
the diviſion maintained its poſition. The enemy 
attempted to ſurprize the eighty-third demi- 
brigade, which was a part of the ſecond divi- 
fion, commanded by General Souham, that occu- 
pied a wood oppoſite to Engen, to cover that 
town, and the front of this diviſion ; but the 
reſolute appearance of this demi-brigade, and 
the vigilance of its officers, diſconcerted the 
Auſtrians. General Souham made ſome move— 
ments in his diviſion to ſupport the eighty-third 
demi-brigade, and to prevent the enemy from 
turning the poſition which he occupied. At 
length he drove them back to the village of 
Aſch, with the Joſs of one hundred and ſixty 
priſoners, and a great number of killed and 
wounded. 
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Ine loſs of the ſecond and third "diviſion; in 
the courſe of this day, amounted to two hundred 


men. The action wore a more ſerious aſpect 
on the left. The poſition occupied by the third . 


diviſion, which was commanded by General 
Saint Cyr, was ſuch as naturally to fix the at- 
tention of the enemy. He could not, without 
being expoſed to an attack on the flank, ad- 
vance to Engen. That attempt had already 
proved unſucceſsful, before this diviſion had been 
forced to retreat to the left bank of the Danube. 


General Saint Cyr had at firſt defended the 
opening from Stockach to Liebtingen as long 
as he could. He afterwards defended the vil- 


lage of Liebtingen by a battalion of the firſt 


demi-brigade of infantry, ſupported by the light 


artillery ſtationed on the two rivers of the vil- 


lage. But the number of the enemy being con- 
tinually increaſing, it was impoſlible to keep the 
village, and the troops were forced to retire to 
the upper part of a wood which crowns the 
heights before Tuttlingen. The enemy attacked 


this wood, and, for a ſhort time, made a moſt. 


* 


1 76 J 

alarming progreſs but were ſoon ſtopped by 
the fiſtieth demi-brigade, which was kept in re- 
ſerve. General Saint Cyr being deſirous of di- 
viding the attention of the enemy, ordered a falſe 
attack by ſome left flank companies, who haſ- 
tened to the heights of Buchenberg. At the 
ſame time he ordered the eighth demi-brigade, 
commanded by General Compere, to advance. 
Theſe two movements, which were made with 
preciſion, the one on the right of the enemy, the 
other in front, and ſupported by a third attack. 
made on his left, by a battalion of the fiftieth 
, demi-brigade, commanded by General Legrand, 
were crowned with ſucceſs. The enemy| was 
driven, with great loſs, from every part of the 
wood, and could not re-enter it, though they 
made ſeveral different attacks during the day to 
effect that object. 


General Saint Cyr, in the account which he 
gave me of this action, which does the greateſt 
honour to the courage of the troops and the ta- 
lents of the commander, eſtimates the loſs of the 
enemy at twelve hundred men. Four hundred 
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brave men of this diviſion were eithes: Killed, 
wounded, or taken , priſoners, ' General Com- 
pere, who gaye proofs of uncommon. judgment, 
and the moſt (daring intrepidity, was ſeverely. 
wounded. General Legrand ſurpaſſed himſelf, 
and his aid-de-camp and his brother were n 
rh his ſide. 
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I 8 this action I remained at the camp, 
which was ſituated on the heights behind Engen, 
where I examined the motions of the enemy, 
and from whence I diſpatched officers. to all | 
points. From the reports which were made to 
me by them and the priſoners, I was ſoon 
convinced that this attack was merely for the 
purpoſe of reconnoitring ; and that the Arch- 
duke would march down upon me on the fol- 
lowing day, I could haye avoided his attack 
by retreating in the night; I thought, however, 
that it would be better, more honourable, as 
well as more conformable to the intentions of _ 
the Directory, to prevent his deſign; I deter- 
mined, / therefore, to attack him. I formed this 
reſolution with the greater confidence, as I hoped 
A a 
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to beat the corps which had fought the third 

diviſion ; and that advantage, I truſted, would 

be followed by the retreat of the Auſtrian army. 
Beſides, that which I commanded could not be 


defeated, as each diviſion had a ſecure retreat, 
either on the left bank of the Danube, or in the 
Black Mountains; which might be very eaſily 
effected, as the country, being very much inter- 
ected by hollow ways, woods, and mountains, 
a retreating army might, at every inſtant, impede 
the march of that which purfued it, more parti- 
cularly as the latter could make but little uſe of 
cavalry. If I ſhould be repulſed, I could conti- 
nue my retreat without danger; and, if I con- 
quered, I ſhould attach victory to the ſtandards 
of the Republic for the reſt of the campaign. 


| Another not leſs powerful motive was the 

intelligence which I had received from General 
Maſſena, in a letter of the 1ſt Germinal, (21ft 
March,) in anſwer to mine of the 29th of the 
preceeding month, in which I earneſtly recom- 
mended him to attack Feldkirch. As that 
General informed me that he ſhould make the 


— 


| k 279 J 
propoſed attack on the 4th, I was reſolved not 
to be accuſed at leaſt of having abandoned him 
to his own ſtrength, before I had done every 
thing in the reach of my faculties, to ſecond 
him. | 1 | | 


f 


Such being my determination, TI made my 
diſpoſitions conformably to it. General Ferino, 
who commanded the right diviſion received or- 
ders to proceed to Stockach, by way of Steis- 
lingen. General Souham, who commanded the 
ſecond diviſion, was ordered alſo to Stockach by 
the route of Engen; and the former of theſe 
officers was to take the command of the two 
diviſions when thay had formed a junction. | 


| General Soult, who commanded the advanced 
guard, was charged to direct his march to Emin- 
gen, and from thence to Liebtengen. 


1 General Haupoult, who commanded the re- 
ſerve of cavalry, received orders to follow the 


diviſion of the advanced guard. 
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General Saint Rd who commanded the third 
diviſion,” was charged to unite under him 'the 
leſt flank ' regiments, commanded by General 
Vendamme, and paſſing by Tuttlingen, Mech- 
len, and Fridengen, to direct his courſe to Lieb- 
tingen.— This movement would be proteſice by 
that of the advanced bud. B | 


This order was delivered ee of the 
Ich to all the Generals of Divifon, and the 
Army was put in motion at four in the morning; 
I marched with the advanced guard, accompa- 
nied by the Generals Ernouf and anne, 
nd & all my ſtaff. | 


The 8 guard, found the advanced 
poſts of the enemy at Emingen. The principal 
body of Auſtrians was placed before Liebtingen, 
and its front covered by the village of Emingen, 
as well as by a wood, part of which was marſhy, 
which lengthened the front of the poſition. 
This wood was defended by three thouſand in- 
fantry ſupported by twelve pieces of artillery. f 


fk }f 
- General Soult ordered Emmingen to be attacked 
by the twenty-fifth demi=brigade of light infan- 
try, while the Brigadier General Sahuc, of the 
firſt regiment of Chaſſeurs marched to the right 
with three Squadrons, and charged with uncom- 
mon intrepidity four hundred Hulans, who pro- 
tected the infantry that defended the village: 
The Hulans were foon routed and forted to fl 
with the loſs of feveral men killed, a great many 
wounded, and thirty priſoners with their horſes. 
Citizen Sahuc received, during the action, a 
wound in the face from the ſtroke of a lance. 
Attacked by at leaſt twenty of the enemy, 
he at length diſperſed them all by his ſuperior 
courage: He was, however, obliged to retire 
with Adjutant Grache, who had received a ſe- 
vere wound on his head. General Dubois 
Cranc then took the command of the firſt re- 
giment of chaſſeurs. e | 


As ſoon as the village was carried, the whole 
diviſion paſſed on, and General Soult made his 
diſpoſitions to attack the wood. General Mor- 
tier proceeded, at the head of the twenty- fifth 
3 


—— 


demi-brigade of light infantry, to the right of 
the wood, in order to turn the left of the enemy, 
He accordingly made his attack with ſuch im- 
petuoſity, that he ſoon penetrated to Liebtingen. 


The fifty-third and the ſixty- ſeventh demi- 
brigades, conducted by General Leval, march- 
ed on the right and left of Liebtingen. On 
their arrival there the infantry was obliged to 
halt for the cavalry and artillery, which had not 


yet been able to get clear of the wood. This 


movement was made with the greateſt rapidity, | 
and the enemy's line being broken, it was 
put to the rout, and ſought for ſafety in flight, 
by penetrating the woods which lay between | 
Liebtingen and Stockach. 


While the advanced guard fought with fuck 


| ſpirit and ſucceſs, it was powerfully ſeconded by 


the diviſion of General Saint Cyr, and the left 
flank regiments. This General had collected, 
under the command of General Walter, the 
brigade of General Walter, with the flank corps. 
General Vendamme was to proceed with his 


E 
troops by Michlen and Fridningen, at the fame 
time that General Legrand, at the head of the 
eighth and fiftieth demi-brigade, and the eighth 
and tenth regiment of Chaſſeurs, was to make 
his way to Liebtingen, by the high road of Tut- 
tlingen to Stockach. The column of General 
Walter experienced great difficulties in paſſing 
by Mechlen, and his artillery was ſuddenly dif- 


mounted by that of the enemy; but General 


Vendamme, in paſſing by Frinlingen, with the 


the firſt demi-brigade of light infantry and ſome 
fquadrons, turned the enemy and protected the 
movement of General Walter. The dragoons 


of the ſecond regiment made an admirable charge 
on the Auſtrian Cuiraffiers and Hulans : and 
General Vendamme, bravely ſeconded by the- 
Brigadier-Generals Jardon and Walter, clung, 
as it were, to the flank of the enemy, and having 


completely routed them, continued the purſuit 


to the woods which are between Lichtingen 
and Stockach. 


The brigade of General Legrand could not 
move forwards till the enemy had been forced to 
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retreat by the diviſion of the advanced guard and 
the corps of General Vendamme. | | 


The corps, which the Archduke had brought 
to the environs of Liebtingen, and which, with 
out exaggeration, amounted. from twenty to 
twenty-five thouſand men, ſuſtained an entire 
defeat, and was forced to flv into the woods, 
leaving in our poſſeſſion three thouſand POE 
and two pieces of cannon, 


- „ that the Archduke, ſenſibly affecs 
ted as he muſt have been by this defeat, and 
preſſed by the firſt and ſecond diviſions, which 
I ſuppoſed: to have arrived near Stockach, 
would have determined to retreat, 1 ordered 
General Soult to penetrate into the woods of 
Stockach with his diviſion, and to purſue with 
the utmoſt vigour the routed enemy.. I left the 
reſerved cavalry in the plains of Liebtingen, and 
ordered General Saint Cyr to haſten to Moer- 
kirch, with the view of turning the enemy's 
army, fo as to fall upon it at the moment when 
it ſhould retreat to Pfulendorf. This movement 
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will Appen very daring, if not raſh, to er 
men; but I requeſt them to reflect on the ſitua- 
tion in which I found myſelf. The Auſtrian 
force was twice as numerous as mine; and my 
late ſucceſs was not ſufficient to eſtabliſh an equal 
balance between the two armies: and even if 
the enemy ſhould have retreated, he might have 
retired tranquilly to Pfulendorf, or behind Oft= 
rach, where I certainly ſhould not have been in a 
condition to attack him. Inſtead of which, by | 
means of this movement to Moerſkirch, which 
was calculated to force his retreat, I flattered 
myſelf that General Saint Cyr would fall upon 
his equipage and the flank of his army, which [ : 
ſhould have vigorouſly. attacked in the rear, with 
the main body of my troops. Then, I truſt that 
the enemy would have been completely routed, 
and e great part of his army taken off, which 
would have ſecured ſucceſs to the French arms 
{Og the whole of the camper wy 


Rina Soult immediately ordered a battalion 
of the twenty-fifth demi-brigade and the firſt 


regiment of chaſſeurs to follow the enemy. This 
B b | 
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corps purſued the fugitives to the middle of the 
wood; but he there fell in with a column that 
ſtopped his progreſs, and renewed the engage- 
ment, which the late diſcomfiture had only ſuſ- 
pended. 5 8 


It appeared, from all the reports, that the 
Archduke Charles, at the head of a column of 
eight battalions of Hungarian grenadiers, of an 
equal number of other battalions, and ſix thou- 
ſand horſe, with a numerous train of artillery, 
| was on his march to Liebtingen ; and that he 
was already before Molſperen, when he was 
informed- of the retreat of a part of his army. 
He accordingly gave orders that the fugitives 
ſhould be rallied in his rear, and advanced with 
the troops that he condutted into the Es to 
attack us. 


The twenty. fifth demi-bri gade, which was un- 
acquainted with this movement of the Archduke, 
was puſhing on towards the enemy with great 
ardour, ſuppofing that they were the troops 
which had already been beaten; when it was 
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ſtopped by the appearance of twelve or fifteen 
thouſand infantry, arranged in ſeveral lines. 


General Soult immediately ſent a battalion of 4 


the fifty-third demi-brigade, and ſhortly after 
one of the ſixty-ſeventh to its ſupport. The two 
other battalions of theſe ſame demi-brigades, 
anxious to ſhare in the glory. and dangers of 
their comrades, requeſted to join them; and 
with the deſign to put an end to a long and de- 
ſtructive fire, theſe three demi-brigades advanced 


with an heroic intrepidity to the charge, and 
pierced the firſt line of the enemy; but they were 


ſtopped by a ſecond line of ſeveral freſh bat- 
tations, and were obliged to rally, with ſome 
companies which had been left in reſerve, near 
the artillery. 


The enemy took advantage of this movement 
to attempt an attack upon our wings, but ſome 
detached companies prevented it, and General 
Soult commanded another affault. The charge was 
now beat along the whole line. General Leval, 
at the head of the fifty-third and fixty-ſeventh 
demi-brigades, and General Mortier, who com- 
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manded the-twenty-fifth, made: very powerful, 
but fruitleſs efforts on this occaſion. The enemy 
had concentrated his forces on this point, and 


freſh reinforcements were continually arriving 


from Stockach. 


Notwithſtanding the ſuperior numbers which 
the Auſtrians oppoſed to us, the French repub- 


licans, as well officers as ſoldiers, were inſpired 


with the ardor of victory; and, encouraging 
each other, were eager to make another effort to 
obtain it. The order to charge was repeated 
for the third time, and was obeyed with the 
ſame intrepidity as had been already diſplayed, 
but with the ſame ill fortune. The enemy reco- 
vered from his firſt ſhock, contracted his centre; 
at the ſame time ordering bis wings to advance, 
with a deſign to ſurround this handful of heroes 
who perſiſted in diſputing the victory with ſo 
much fury. Perceiving that it was impoſſible to 
prevent the effect of this manceuvre, eſpecially 
with troops exhauſted by fatigue, and the 
greater part of whoſe arms were become unſer- 
viceable; nothing remained but to preſerve 
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them from the imminent danger which et- 
ened them. I, therefore, ordered General Soult 


to draw his troops from the wood, and to join 


the reſerve cavalry, which remained; 1 in the plain 


bases Liebtingen. WF Be 


During the s ſuſtained with ſo much 
glory and courage by the infantry of the ad- 
vanced guard, I detached ſeveral officers to Ge- 
neral Saint Cyr to deſire him to haſten his march 


to Moerſkirch, that he might puſh forwards a 
body of troops by the woods on the rear of the 


enemy. I alſo ordered him to fend me to New- 
hauſen a demi-brigade of infantry. 


The diviſion of the advanced guard performed. 


its retrograde movement in the beſt poſſible 


order. The infantry was poſted in the woods 


which are on each ſide the plain of Liebtingen : 
the cavalry was drawn up in the plain, which 


was about eight hundred-yards in breadth ; and 


the artillery was ſo diſpoſed as to bear upon 
whatever proceeded from the wood which we, 
had juſt quitted, + 
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1 detached General Klaine, with two regi- 
ments of cavalry, to Emingen, in order to ob- 
ſerve the paſſes by which the enemy might come 


upon our rear, without being perceived from the 
poſition which I had taken. 


In this poſition, I entertained the hope of hin- 
dering the enemy from getting out of the wood, 
and, thereby, maintaining my communications 
with General Saint Cyr, to the very moment 
when his attack ſhould produce the effect that I 
expected from it: but I was diſappointed in this 
expectation; for, in ſpite of the briſk and de- 
ſtructive fire of our artillery and infantry, the 
enemy's cavalry, ſupported by a numerous body 
of infantry, came out of the wood by a defile, 
and poſted itſelf with ſome pieces of artillery in 
front of the wood, with a ravine behind it. 

At this moment, it was announced to me, 
that, the eighth demi-brigade, which I had re- 
quired of General Saint Cyr, was arrived at the 
left of the poſition. I was now determined to 
employ all the means I had in my power, and 
ordered a general attack, 
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The eighth demi - brigade received orders to 
penetrate the ravine which turned the flat piece 
of ground on which the enemy's cavalry was ſta- 
tioned. General Laval, who was with the ſixtyr 
ſeventh at the head of the wood, to the left of 
the plain, was to charge the infantry as it came 
forth, and to drive it on the eighth demi-brigade, 
who would have taken off a great part of it. 
The fifty-third and twenty - fifth demi - brigades, 
who were in the wood to the right of the plain, 
were alſo to charge the infantry as they iſſued 


forth before them. The movement of the in- 
fantry, except that of the eighth demi - brigade, 


was not to be executed en the LOW of 
the _ F | 
I ordered General Haupoult, who commanded 
the reſerve of the cavalry, to charge the:enemy's 


cavalry, This reſerve; was compoſed. only: of 


two regiments of carabineers, of the ſixth regi- 
ment of cavalry, and of another whoſe number 
I do not recollect. There were, beſides, in the 
plain, the ſeventeenth regiment of dragoons, and 


the fourth and fifth regiments of huſlars, which 
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formed a part of the diviſion of the advanced 
guard. Unfortunately this charge did not pro- 
duce” the effect that I had expetted from it. In 
tbe firſt place, it was not executed at the mo- 
ment, when I gave the order, which afforded 
the enemy time to augment its forces: on the 
other hand, it was not made with the regularity 
and compactneſs which are fo neceſſary in ſuch 
maneuvres.” Our cavalry being repulſed, retreat- 
ed in diſorder; andꝭ if that of the enemy had not 
been ſtopped by the ſire of the infantry and the 
artillery placed at the head of the woods which 
are on the right and the left of the plain, the 
Army would have ſuſtained a very heavy loſs. In 
this ſtate of things, I did not heſitate to ruſh 
into the midſt of the carabineers, holding up my 
hat, with its plume of feathers, in my hand, as 
a rallying point, ordering them to ſtop and cok 
lect themſelves around me; but not being able 
to make myſelf heard, I was forced onwards in 
me confuſion, and beat about on all ſides. But 


I am far from attributing to cowardice the con- 


duct of the cavalry. Theſe brave troops, gave 
inſtant proof that they were as courageous as 
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we infantry, by the manner in which they ſuſ= 
tained. their retreat under a terrible fire of the 
enemy, and a continual diſcharge of grape-ſhot. 
I imputed it entirely to the little experience we 
have-in manceuvring large maſſes of cavalry, | 


The eighth demi-brigade, according to the 
orders which it had received, began to turn the 


poſition of the enemy; when the latter, availing 


itſelf of the advantage that the charge of the ca- 
valry gave it, poured down four or five thouſand 
infantry on the demi-brigade, which did not con- 
fiſt of more than twelve hundred men. 


The chief of the b W who com- 
manded it, gave an example of courage and in- 
trepidity to the brave men under him; but he 
received a ſhot, and fell into the power of the 
enemy: from that moment the demi-brigade 
began to give way, and retreated towards Neu- 
hauſen, and afterwards joined the diviſion of 
General Soult. 


4 1 y 

- here was a very heavy cannonade on i boll 
ſides till the approach of night, which terminated 
the moſt obſtinate conflict I had ever ſeen. © The 
diviſion of the advanced guard and that of the 
cavalry poſted themſelves at the head of the 
wood, which is ſituated on the heights before 
Tuttlingen, and behind Liebtingen. Our troops 
occupied the latter 22 | 


General Saint Cyr had 125 General Vendamme 
to attack the rear of the enemy, at the head of 
the firſt demi-brigade of light infantry, and fix 
ſquadrons with three pieces of artillery. At firſt, 
this General obtained ſome advantage, but the 
enemy having oppoſed him with a very confider- 
able iprce, he was obliged to retreat. 


As ſoon as I perceived that, in ſpite of the re- 
iterated efforts of the diviſion of the advanced 
guard, it was not poſſible for me to prevent the 
enemy from getting out of the woods of Stockach, 
and gaining Neuhauſen, it became indiſpenſable 
that General Saint Cyr ſhould retreat, who, from 
his ſituation, would, without this precaution, 


N 
have been totally ſurrounded. I therefore expe- | 
dited ſeveral officers, who, after having riſqued 
falling into the hands of the enemy, at length 
joined him, They informed him of all that hap» | 
pened before Liebtingen, and gave him my or- 
ders to retreat to the left bank of the Danube, 
after having paſſed that river at Sigmaringen. — 
He accordin gly executed that movement in the 
night of the 5th, in als order and without any 


loſs. 


General Souham, who commanded the ſecond 
diviſion, put it in motion at four in the morning, 
conformably to the order which he had received, 
He firſt proceeded to Aſch, to poſſeſs himſelf of 
that poſt, and then advanced to Stockach. He 
began by attacking the enemy with his right 


| brigade under General Decaen, which was com- 


poſed of the ſecond and ſeventh demi-brigades 
of the line, and the firſt regiment of dragoons. 
This attack was made with the bayonet fixed, 
and, after a yery ſharp conteſt, they poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the heights of the village of A 
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but the enemy having turned the poſition,” and 
come down in force on our troops, they were 
_ obliged to fall back to the opening of the wood 
behind Aſch. At ten o'clock General Souham, 
pereeiving that the diviſions to the right and left 
nad gained ſome advantage, gave orders to re- 
new the attack, His whole diviſion then moved 
forwards with uncommon intrepidity, and drove 
the enemy beyond Aigeltingen, where he took 
poſt ; the right brigade in the front of the vil- 
lage, and the left brigade behind it. This divi- 
ion cauſed no ſmall loſs to the enemy in killed 
and wounded, and made nine hundred pr 
ſoners, 95 e 


In the account which General Souham gave 


me of this action, he beſtowed thoſe praiſes on 
the officers and ſoldiers which they ſo well de- 
ſerved. He added, that Citizen Coſte, chief of 
battalion of the eighty- third demi-brigade, and 
Citizen Cohorn, chief of battalion and aid- de- 


camp to General Decaen, particularly diſtin» | 


$uilhed themſelves in this ation, 
3 | 
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Gaia 1 who commanded the firſt dh 


viſion, alſo put himſelf in motion at four in the 
morning. General Tharreau, who commanded 
the right brigade of this diviſion, made a vigor- | 


ous attack on the enemy, whom he drove ba 
as far as Steiſlingen, and forced that village, 


turning them on their two flanks. General Ja- 
copin, who commanded the left brigade of this 
diviſion, made alſo a powerful attack on the 


enemy whom he found in the marſhes, which 
are to the left of Steiſſipgen. The enemy being 
forced to retire into a wood, near a village which 
is beyond the marſh, to the left of Steiſlingen, 


was charged with great courage, repulſed with 
conſiderable loſs in killed and wounded, and left | 


General Ferino in poſſeſſion of five n 
priſoners, 


General Tharreau, continuing to repulſe the 


enemy, marched, by the cauſeway of Stockach, 
to Orſingen. The Imperialiſts collected their 


force behind this village, and oppoſed itſelf to 
the whole diviſion of General Ferino, which oc- 
cupied the flat ground in their front; as well ag 


: 
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chat of General Souham, which endeavoured. ta 
eee eee F a ci 


hind Ferino wrt at firſt, in a brick 
cannonade with the enemy; but as that was not 
effectual in compelling them to retreat, he made 
an attack on the woods which coyer the road 
from een to en 5 6 


10 was a tervible ** bloody conflict on 1 
ſides. Twice the attack was renewed with freſh 
troops, without being able to carry the wood. 
At length, a third column overthrew the enemy, 
and purſuing them to beyond Lentzingen, 
got poſſeſſion, at the ſame time, of the heights 
which command that village. The Auſtrians 
then made a precipitate retreat, and, forming a 
horſe-ſhoe, took poſt behind and to the right of 
Stockach, when they erected a battery of twenty *' 
gannon in its front, whoſe fire General Fering 
. n return from a want pf ans | 


= * f 
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It is very SLAB that 8 Souham 5 
did not follow the” movement of General Ferino, 


| RE” 
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and march his diviſion at the ſame time to Lent⸗ 
zingen; becauſe the enemy, being thus menaced 
at Stockach by two diviſions, would not have 
been able to have brought ſo many troops againſt 
General Saint Cyr and the advanced guard. 
| 2019+ SISTHT-- ID GST 
| Recovered from its alarm, and perceiving that 
the diviſion of General Ferino was not in a condi 
tion to attack them in that poſition, the Auſtrians | 
began to act on the offenſive, and marched off to 
Walvis, with the view to turn the French diviſion 
= on its right. General Ferino therefore detached 
General Jacopin with his brigade, who attacked 
the enemy, with bayonets fixed; in thevillage of 
Walvis, and carried it : but the Auſtrians, having 
collected a conſiderable force behind Walvis 


\ 2 General Ferino thought it beſt, when night came 
on, to evacuate it. el emen 2 
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Such is the reſult of this battle, which, what: 
ever may be ſaid to the contrary, by my baſe. 
detractors, was, in reality, 5 by the en 
Amy. | 


— 
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iu fact, if it is conſidered that this intrepid 
army conſiſting of no more than about thirty. 


four thouſand men, attacked the Auſtrian Army 


of near eighty thouſand, and repulſed them on 


all ſides, with a loſs, according to their own . 
accounts, of ſeven thouſand men killed and 
wounded; that we took four thouſand priſoners 


and, two pieces of cannon; that we forced 


them to abandon their principal poſition near 


Stockach, and remained on the field of battle 
where our troops diſplayed ſo much valour ; and 


| which i is ſtill more, that our army paſſed the whole 
day of the fixth there, though they had'neither 


meat, nor bread, nor brandy, 1 nor forage; it is 
impoſlible to deny, without the moſt glaring 
injuſtice and n chat we e gained the viddory. 


Our loſs, on this memorable occaſion, was 
about three thouſand men, in killed, wounded, 
and miſſing. Among the firſt were the Citizens 
Grele and Viard, Chiefs of Squadrons in the 
fifth regiment of Huſſars. Theſe two officers, | 
equally eſtimable for their talents as their cou- 
rage, had the eſteem as they are e remembered | 


tel 
with regret, by all who commanded or obeyed. 
chem. The republican: troops conducted them - 


officers of all ranks, generally, manifeſted the 


greateſt valour. It is very much to be regretted, 


that, notwithſtanding the union of ſuch efforts, 
and ſuch zeal, we were prevented, by the im- 


menſe - ſuperiority of the enemy, from rendering 
our ſueceſs more complete and I dare affirm, _ 


nor do I fear the contradiftion of any of my brave 
companions in arms, that with the addition of 
ten thouſand, 1 ſhould have entire] y defeated 


_ the army of Prince Obarles; and that General 


Saint Cyr would have poſſeſſed himſelf of all 
bis equipage and park of artillery. It would 
then have been very practicable for me to have 


proceeded to Bregentz, to favour the march of 
General Maſſena; and to hive ana * | 


with him. Eh 9: 


If all theſe advantages are not realiſed; if 


peace, which they would have accelerated; is 


removed ſtill further from us; upon whom muſt 


me blame and ignominy fall? On an Army, 
D d 
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as weak in number, as ſtrong in courage, whoſe 
every ſtep has been marked by ſo many great 
_ exploits, in ſpite of the privations of every kind 
which they experienced? Mut it fall on a 
Commander in Chief, who has given many proofs 
of his republican zeal; and who, on this occa- 
ſion, and with ſuch a diſproportionate force, has 
diſplayed ſome military talents, and done infinite- 
ly more than there was any right ts. expect from 
him? No, doubtleſs ;—the opprobrium can fall 
only on thoſe who commanded him to begin a 
campaign, without having provided the means 
of ſecuring. to him a complete and deciſive tri- 


After having exerted every effort, though in 
vain, to ſecond the operations of General Maſ- 
ſena, there remained for me no other part to 
take, than that of keeping myſelf on the de- 
fenſiye, till the arrival of the Army of Ob- 

ſervation. I therefore drew back my Army 

to the. paſſes of the Black Mountains. This 
movement began on the 5th, and the enemy | 
followed us with a very tardy ſtep. Then it 
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ed hint” 1 wrote” to the executive Dire sbry to 
demand its permiſſion that 1 might return t 
Paris, in order to ſubmit to them the real ſifua- 
Hor of the forces WER 19 8 command. | FART 


05 the t1th Germinal, (31 Mares) Leftabliſh- | 
ed my Army in the following manner. General 
Ferino, commanding the firſt diviſion, received 
orders to retreat to N euſtadt, and to diſpoſe of 
his divifion in ſuch a manner, as to prevent the 
enemy from entering the valley of that name; 
The ſecond diviſion, as well as that of the ad- 
vanced guard, received orders to encamp on the 
heights of Brentzeben : the ſecond diviſion was 
charged to defend Friberg and the other poſts, 
which might ſecure the right of the camp. That 
of the advanced guard was ordered to defend 
Scheramberg with the view to fupport the left of 
the camp, and to occupy a wood which was in its 
front near Crumſchiltach. General Vendammie 
received orders to defend the paſſes which lead to 
Schiltach ; and General Saint Cyr was enjoined 
to proceed to Frendenſtadt and Kenubis to de? 
* thoſe two important points. As it was 
P42 
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impoſſible for me to make uſe of the diviſion of 
cavalry, or to find them forage in theſe mounz 
| tains, L made them retreat to Oſfenbourg. 1 


fixed my quarters at Hornberg, and ordered 
the Generals to form abbatis upon every point 
by which the enemy could approach them; as 
well as to make every other diſpoſition calou- 
lated to prevent ſurprize. 5 


The enemy ſeveral times advanced its recon- 
noitring parties to different points of our poſition ; 


and one of them approaching on the 1 3th Germi- 
nal, (2d April,) to Schiltach and Scheramberg, I 


was induced to ſuſpect that we might be attack- 
ed on the 14th. I did not delay therefore, to 


avrite to all the Generals to keep them on their 
guard. In the night I was ſeized with a ne- 


Phritic complaint, to which am ſubject, and 
which has frequently obliged me to ſubmit to a 
temporary ſeceſſion from the command of the 


Army; nevertheleſs, 4 waited for the reports 


of the .14th. As they announced to me that 


every thing was in a ſtate of tranquillity, I quit- 
ted my head quarters at Hornberg, to depart for 


* 


/ 


/ 
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Straſbourg, and left the command of the Army to 
General Ernouf. On my road I met the courier, 
who brought me the authority of the | Directory 
to go to Paris, and to confer a proviſional com- 
mand of the Army on General Maſſena. That 
General arriving at Straſbourg the 2oth Germi- 
nal, (gth April,) and my health being ſome- 


what eſtabliſhed, I in a few days quitted that 


city. On my arrival at Paris J learned that 
the Executive Directory had actually diſplaced 
me, and appointed General Maſſena my ſuc- 
eee e 

In the mean time General Ernouf was under 
the neceſſity of drawing off his Army on the 
15th to Kehl and Neubriſnach. To appreciate 
the motives of this retreat it will be ſufficient 
to read the report that he made me at that 
period, and which I tranſmitted to the Direc- 
tory, I tranſcribe it Iiteral j) 


_ 
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The Adj utant-General Molitor will undoubt- 
* edly have given you, my dear Comrade, an ac- 
* count of the event which has compelled me to 
5 abandon the poſition of Brentzeben. ] ſhall : 
« juſt give you a ſketch of it, till I have leiſurę 
4 to enter into a more particular detail. 


« Yeſterday, 14th Germinal, (3d April,) at 
« three in the afternoon, I received an account | 
that - the Croats and Pandours appeared to 
e obſtrutt the road from Friberg to Hornberg. 
4 As it frequently happens, in a mountainous 
« country, that a party can flip in between the 
* poſts, particularly when the peaſants are in 
league with the enemy, this circumſtance did 
not ſurprize me. The eſcort of the head- 
quarters conſiſted of ſixty men; and I immedis 
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* ately detached mee of them with twelve . 
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7 The m were repulſed, and diſperſed 


« chemſelves in che woods : but on arriving 


% it half a league from Friberg, they found aft 
hundred men of the brigade of Perrin, Who 


could not fight from a want of cartridges: ur 


« grenadiers were obliged alſo to draw off from 
a ſimilar dearth of ammunition. I immediately 


ordered a company of ſapmen to advance, 
© who happened by chance to be paſſing by.the - 


© head-quarters, and ſent a caiſſoon with car- 
„ tridges after them. At this time Adjutant- 
« General Haſtrel entered, and told me, that 
the commanding officer of the brigade de 


% Perrin had aſſured him, that the enemy was 


« maſter of Friberg, and that all communi- 
e cation was interrupted by that place. It 
e was about half after five in the evening, and 
A was going to give orders to General Decaen, 
hen the arrival of that officer was announced 
to me. He brought with him five companies 
of infantry. As he entered he exclaimed, We 
are prettily turned,” I demanded between 
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* which: of the poſts the enemy had been able to 

« find à paſſage. He replied that he knew 
wy nothing of it, and that they muſt have come 
in a balloon : that They had entered Friberg 
* with'a conſiderable force, about eleven in the 
morning, and driven out the troops which 
© occupied it. That the force of the enemy 
© was concentrated in that place, and that they 
« were advancing ſome ſtrong columns to Uzac 
* and Furtwangen. In ſhort, he was the more 
« aftrmed for thoſe two poſts, as- he could not 
communicate with them.” I rephed, General, 
you muſt either periſh or retake Friberg; you 
« were extremely to blame in not having in- 
* formed me the inſtant that the enemy had got 
poſſeſſion of the place. But nothing is yet 
« loft, you will march with your five companies 
* by the route of Hornberg to Friberg. 1 ſhalf 
© ſend an order by Haſlach, to Citizens Becker, 
Merlin, and Pajol, to attack on the right, 
« while the right of the camp ſhall attack on 
« the left. The break of day will be the moment 
* of attack. General Decaen anſwered that my 
« deſign was impracticable; that the enemy 
would attack Brentzeben in front in that 
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place, Which might be done, as the troops 


upon whom we depended were already carried 
off. At length, prefling bim home, and inſiſting 
that the right of the camp ſhould be re-eſtabliſh-' 


ed, he informed me that he could not depend 


upon the troops; I reſolved therefore to give 
orders to quit the poſition. I received at the 


ſame moment a letter from General Soult, 
who acquainted me, that he had but one bat- 
talion in camp, having been obliged to march 
a force on the ſide of General Vendamme, 


whom the enemy ſeriouſly menaced; and had 


entruſted the care of the camp to General 
Souham. WT 72 ! | 


I ordered General Decaen to proceed in- 
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ſtantly by the route of Hornberg, as near as 


poſſible to Friberg, and to maintain himſelf 
there to the laſt extremity. 


« J, at the ſame time, ſent off officers to 5 
© Generals Ferino and Saint Cyr, to inform 


them of my ſituation, and to order them to- 
make their retreat, the one to Freybourg and 
7 aa 
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* « and Newbriſach; and the other to Oberkirch 
and Kehl. General Ferino was charged to 


Keep a ſtrong guard at the téte du pont of 


“ Briſach ; and to detach a part of his diviſion 
* with all poſſible expedition to ny" that of 
8 eee „ abou 


We Geineral Soult has received orders to begin 
* his retreat at one this morning, and to ſend 
<« his orders to the troops of the ſecond diviſion, 
< that remained in camp. General Decaen was 
* alſo to give notice to the ſame troops, as 


c well as thoſe of whoſe ſtation General Soult 


* might not be informed, to follow the move- 
'« ment of the advanced guard. General Soult 


« will effect his retreat by Hornberg: General 3 


Decaen will guard the paſs of Friberg to 
“Hornberg, and will form the rear-guard of 
ce the two diviſions, which are commanded by 
% General Soult. | 


* 1 have written to General Vendamme to 
“ concert with General Soult reſpecting the 


execution of his movement. He will retreat to 


4 


„ 5 
* Wolſach and Hauſach, and not paſs the Kint- 
* zig till the advanced guard and the ſecond 
6e diviſion ſhall have filed off by Hauſach. 
I proceeded to Haſlach; and during the 
* night 1 received a letter from the Adjutant 
& General Becker who informed me that he had | 
© retreated. to Brechthal with two companies of 
« infantry, a demi-ſquadron, and two pieces of 
ce artillery; and that Citizen, Pajol had made 
„ his retreat to Waldkirch, where he would 
© make a vigorous reſiſtance. 7 L inſtantly rein- 
forced Adjutant General Becker with two 
companies of grenadlers and a company of 
« the hundred and fourth demi-brigade, which 
« I had brought to Haſlach, to defend the route 
« to Elzach: I ordered two pieces of cannon to 
e be placed at the entry of the paſſes of Elzach 
« and of Mulbach, to Haſlach; and I wrote, at 
« the ſame time to General Vendamme, whom 
J ordered to take the command of all the 
«the troops between Haſlach and Elfach. I re- 
« commended him to take every poſhble 
* means, to keep the enemy in check on that 
E e 2 
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point, and, if it was in his power, to ſend 
« ſome reinforcements to Waldkirch which 
mM Adjutant | General Becker had informed me 
e was menaced by the enemy. Theſe meaſures 
being taken; and being alſo aſſured of the 
„ means that General Vendamme would 
te employ; I went to reconnoĩtre, behind 
« Haſlach, a poſition which General Soult will 
this day occupy with the troops of the advan- 
* ced, and thoſe of the ſecond, diviſion. Thoſe 
* who are commanded by General Vendamme 
will remain at his diſpoſition; and proceed to 
Haſlach to be in readineſs to defend the paſs 
F of Elzach. General Vendamme has orders 
to make his retreat to Lohr, by the valley of 
cSchutter, in order to be more conveniently 
* ſituated to march to Freybourg, if it ſhould 
be neceſſary to protect the retreat of Ge- 
* neral Ferino, as well as to flank our left. 


„To- morrow the Army will take poſt be- 
« tween Gengenbach and Offembourg. I parti- 
*« cularly recommend to General Saint Cyr: to 
* maintain the point of Oberkirch; in orcer 
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* that the general movement of the Army may 


be more regular. General Saint Cyr has in- 


« formed me that he is particularly haraſſed 'by * 


« the Huſſars of Zekler. I now acquaint him 


that I have ordered General Klaine, who is at 


Renchen, to collect his cavalry, and to make 


<« his diſpoſitions to protect the retreat of the 
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91 * „ Ganaiat Ani has taken meaſures 


x 8 the defence of Kehl and of all the works 


* which depend on it. 7 1 2 


« The Commiſſary in Chief has received ſtrict 
orders to provide ſubſiſtence for the troops, 
* and I am ſatisfied with him on that point. 
* Bread is arrived for the diviſions, and their 
* ſubſiſtence is ſecured, 


“ Now, my dear comrade, that you are ac- 
« quainted with my ſituation, and the meaſures 
« which I have taken to ſecure a retreat, I beg 
« of you to let me know if it is your intention 


« that I ſhall keep the Army in the plain of 


1 . 
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- Offembourg, or that it ſhould: paſs the left 
en bank. 1 wait with peo nnen 


„ on this 3 


* Health and Friendihip; - 
{ 1inn27tn 3 141 her Riwoits's 


© 16th Germinal (5th April). 
As you inform me of your intention to 
« tranſmit a copy of my letter to the Executive 
Directory, I am apprehenfive that J have not 
« ſufficiently detailed the reaſons which deter- 
„ mined me to command the retreat; and I 
beg of you to add, that being informed of 
„the point of Fribourg being forced, and all 
& our communications intercepted with thoſe of 
% Elzach and Waldkirch, by which the ene- 
te my might arrive in force at Haſſach and Frey- 
« bourg, and conſequently poſſeſs themfelves 
* of the point of retreat; I conſidered ' theſe 
«+ circumſtancesasof the utmoſt importance; and, 
« not to compromiſe the fate of the whole army, 
«I was determined to command a retreat, which 


rom bt 


js executing with all the order aid cane 
* Gat Feoull wiſh “.“ ee 


Memoir, in which he ſuppoſes that 1 have denounced him to 


the Directory: he alſo reproaches me with having com- 
mitted great faults during the campaign, and expreſſes his 
ſurpriſe that I quitted the army the 14th Germinal. It alſo ' 


very violently attacks General Ernouf, who has publiſhed an 
anſwer to whatever concerns him. As for myſelf, I could 
content myſelf with ſaying to General Decaen, that, admit- 


ting his ſuppoſition, his reproaches, and his ſurpriſe to be 
well founded, fuch a circumſtance would not nullify the report 
of General Ernouf.—Nevertheleſs, I ſhall add, that I have 


not denounced him, &c. ; but knowing that he had no confi- 
_ dence in my talents, I requeſted the Directory to remove him 


to another army, where he might be commanded by an officer 
of whom he entertained a better opinion; that I tranſmitted, 


to it a copy of the Report of General Ernouf; and that if I 


had not the talents' to command which he might wiſh, it is not 


my fault: but whenever I ſhall be ordered to ſerve under the 
command of others, I will moſt certainly obey them with re- 


gularity and zeal, and will never take upon me to crit'- 


Ciſe their orders, —eſpecially in the preſence of ſubordinate 
perſons. In ſhort, if he is anxious to know the motives which 


have forced me to quit the army the 14th Germinal, I mult 
beg that he will addreſs himſelf to Citizen Percy, Chief Offi- 


cer of Health to the Army; who is Nr qualified to give a 
detail of them than myſelf, iy 


» Brigadier-General Decaen has printed a juſtificatory 
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© , (Before. I: conclude theſe Memoirs, it will be 
but juſt to recollect, that, during the whole 
: of the campaign, our whole loſs did not 
amount to more than five thouſand, killed, 
wounded, and priſoners; of which number 


three thouſand ſive hundred wounded were re- 

conducted to the left bank of the Rhine, while 

we brought into France five thouſand Auſtrian * 
priſoners, without reckoning two thouſand that 
eſcaped from the inadequacy of their eſcort; 

nor has the enemy ever refuſed to acknowledge, . 
that they ſuſtained a loſs, in killed and wounded, 
of eight thouſand men. It muſt alſo be ob- 


ſerved, that, in the whole courſe of the cam- 
paign, we loſt but two pieces of artillery, which 
, were abandoned from a defect in their carriages, 


while we took two by main force from the ene- 
: my. From theſe facts, which I aver to be cor- 
rectly true, let the impartial reader judge, if | 
the Army of the Danube has been beat and 
routed, as vile calumniators, and implacable 


enemies to the glory of the republican arms, 
have been ſo eager to propagate. | 


. 
But if I can, by a ſimple detail of facts, which 
thirty thouſand undeniable witneſſes will atteſt 
with me, ſo eaſily diſſipate the crowd of lies and 
abſurd calumnies which have been uttered re- 


ſpedting my ſuppoſed defeat; with what an 


aſpect is the Directory to be regarded, who, in 
ſome ſort, accredited them by its ſtrange ſilence, 
when it could haye ground them to duſt by the 
| publication of my reports. This entire filence, 
which was kept with ſuch a marked perverſe- 
neſs, .could have no other motive than to de- 
prive me of the public confidence. — This ap- 
pears but too probable: but, even on this ſup- 
poſition, the Directory could not he ſo blinded 


by paſſion, as not to ſee that they would thus | 


over-reach themſelves, and produce incalculable 
evils. They ought to haye known that theſe 

fables, propagated with fo much paſſion and 
| bitterneſs, had an evident tendency to cool the 
zeal of the conſcripts, and to paralyze the re- 
cruiting of the armies.—lt will doubtleſs ap- 
pear very extraordinary to a candid obſerver, 


to ſee the Directory employ ſuch extraordinary 


care to conceal, in othercircumſtances, the checks 


* 
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as reverſes that our armies have really ſuſtains 
ed; while it ſuffered, with the utmoſt compla- 
cency, the publication of imaginary defeats, 
when they involved that army, to the command 
of which I had been appointed. 


As there are military men who entertain an 
opinion, that I ſhould have done better, to effect 
my retreat by Switzerland, in order to form a 
junction with General Maſſena, than to draw off 
to the Black Mountains, I thall | explain the 
motives which determined me to act as I did. 


The Miniſter of War was is continually writing 
to me, that the Army of Obſervation would be 
collected by the roth Germinal, (30th March), 
on the right bank of the Rhine; and though I 
was politively aſſured by General Bernadotte, 
that this army would, not be ready before the 
end of the month; and, when the garriſon bat- 
talions, which are not in a condition for cam* 
paign ſervice, ſhould be deducted, that it would 
not exceed eighteen or twenty thouſand fighting 
men, nevertheleſs, this addition would, in my 


N 


bpinion, have been ſufficient to have cable 
me to act on the offenſive with Prince Charles : ; 


and in retiring to the Black Mountains, which 


I hoped to keep till that period, I was much 


better ſituated than in Switzerland, to be Joined 
by that body of troops. On the other hand, 1 


was certain that the Archduke would not turn 
towards Switzerland, while 1 occupied the paſſes 
of the Black Mountains, from whence, in that 


caſe, I could have fallen on his flank and rear. 


Beſides, it never was my opinion that the beſt 
way of making war with Auſtria would be to 
carry our principal force into Switzerland. It 
may indeed, be proper to obſerve, that, without 
mentioning the great inconvenience of ſubſiſting 
a numerous army in Helvetia, it is in itſelf ſuch a 


difficult country, that a ſmall army may hold out 


for a long time againſt a much ſtronger one; and 


that, if two armies of equal force carry on 
war there, they muſt neceſſarily conclude by 
deſtroying each other, from a ſucceſſion of petty 
engagements. In other countries, one or two ; 
battles generally decides the fate of them; 


whereas in Switzerland, a battle can give no 
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other advantage than that of gaining a more ad- 


vanced poſition ; ſo that there muſt be another 


battle to drive the beaten» army from its new 


poſition : thus continuing to fight from poſition 
to poſition, which occaſions a great loſs of peo- 


ple to obtain a moderate advantage. On the 
© contrary, by a grand movement in Suabia, I 


ſhould have forced Prince Charles to weakeir | 
himſelf in Switzerland in order to meet me, or 


1 ſhould have come upon his reat. It is true, 


that the Army of the Danube, having been 
obliged to retreat to the Rhine, it was neceſſary 
to march a force into Helvetia, which General 
Maſſena did as ſoon as he took the command. 

It is my duty to make my acknowledgments to 
the zeal, the talents, and the courage of all the 
General Officers who have ſerved under my or- 
ders, as well as to all the Officers of my Staff, of 


which General Ernouf was the chief, and I ac- 


quit myſelf of this honourable taſk with equal 
ardour and ſatisfaction. It is moſt certain, if 1 
had not been ſeconded by the energy of theſe 
intrepid warriors, it would have been impoſſible 


f at } 
for me to have produced the effects I did, with the 


feeble means I poſſeſſed. It becomes me equally 
to acknowledge, that it is to the heroic cou- 
rage of the troops, to their patience in ſupport- 
ing the moſt painful privations, and, in ſhort, 
to their exemplary diſcipline, that 1 am in- 
debted for the aſtoniſhing advantage, of having 
fo powerfully ſupported myſelf againſt ſuch a 
ſuperior enemy. I have another important obli- 


gation to diſcharge: it is to offer a well. earned 
tribute of praiſe to the Commiſſary- General Vail- 


lant, whoſe care and indefatigable activity ſub- 


fiſted the army in a manner far ſuperior to what 
I could expect from the penury of his means. 
I ſhall cloſe this merited panegyric, by giving, 
in the name of my brethren in arms, every poſ- 
fible acknowledgment to the Officers of Health; 
and particularly to their directors, who, abandon- 


ed to themſelves by the Adminiſtration of the 


Hoſpitals, found in their own philanthropic vir- 


tues the means of affording the moſt efficacious 


ſuccour to our wounded; and who left none in 
the power of the enemy, but thoſe whom it was 
phyſically impoſſible to remove. 
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I preſume, with ſome degree of confidence, 
that an impartial peruſal of theſe memoirs, will 
impreſs the mind of every Frenchman with the 
moſt perfect conviction, that I did not ſuffer a 
defeat in the year 7. —With reſpeR to that, 
which ſuperficial minds, « or thoſe who feel an in- 
tereſt in villifying the Armies of the Republic, 


reproach me with having ſuſtained i in the year 43. 


the general memoir of my campaigns, in which 
I am at this moment employed, will inconteſt- 
ably prove the falſehood and malignity of that 
accuſation; It will, I doubt not, cauſe confider- 
| able aſtoniſhment, when the nation is informed, 


that this General, who is ſo ſtrongly charged with | 


having ſacrificed the beſt part of his troops, was 
continually ſending ſuccours to the Armies of 
the North, of the Ocean, of the Rhine, and of 
Italy ; ; and that the Army of the Sambre and the 


Meuſe, which he commanded, was the general | 


depot, that furniſhed reinforcements to all the 
others.—It will be clearly ſeen that no General has 
| been, at any time, more avaritious of the blood of 
his comrades than myſelf; and that whenever I 
could chuſe between a manceuvre and a combat, 
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to bal the object I propoſed, I have never ve. 
tated to employ the former, 


Since I am we objef of tuch an exaſperated 


prejudice ; let it be permitted me, ir. this place, 


while the memoirs of all my campaigns are pre- 
paring for publication, to call to the public 
recollection, that, in 1793, I commanded at the 
battle of Houdſcoote, under General Houchard ; 
and that at the moment when it was thought to 


be loſt, I folicited the reprefentative of the 
people, Delbrel, to authoriſe me to march 
againſt the enemy, which General Houchard 


had refuſed me; and that, having obtained it, 
I ruſhed forwards at the head of three battalions 
of reſerve, into the enemy's intrenchments, 
carried them by main force, and by this daring 


manceuvre, in which I was wounded by a dif- | 


charge of en Ana decided that memorable 
battle, | 


That, in the ſame year, with an Army of 


forty-ſix thouſand men, I forced Prince Cobourg 


to raiſe the ſeige of Maubeuge, around which 
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he had aſſembled ninety-ſix thouſand men; that 


the following campaign, after having beat Beau» 


lieu at Arlon, I traverſed the Ardennes with an 


army of forty thouſand men, and, after having 
met and overcome a thouſand obſtacles, com- 


pleated my junction on the Sambre with the 


Army of the North, That the army of which 


I then took the command, under the denomina- 


tion of the Army of the Sambre and the Meuſe, 
gained, in that ſingle campaign, the three great 


_ battles of Fleurus, of the Ourth, and the Roer ; 


that, in this ſame campaign, it took Landrecies, 


Queſnoi, Valenciennes, and Conde ;—that it alſo 


made the conqueſt of Charleroi and Maeſtricht; 
and that it at length fixed its winter quarters | on 
the Rhine, after having driven the enemy to 
the other ſide of that river; That, in the year 3, 


it paſſed the Rhine in the face of the enemy, 


took poſſeſſion of Duſſeldorf, and marched -on 
to the Maine. At this period I made certain 
propoſitions to Pichegru, all of which tended to 


- unite. the forces.of the Army of the Rhine with 
thoſe of the Sambre and the Meuſe, in order to 


puſh forward into Germany. If I was afterwards 
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obliged to fall back on the Rhine, ſuch a re- 
_trograde movement muſt. be attributed to that 


General, who refuſed to adopt any of my pro- 
poſitions, and to the Committee of Public Safety, 
who were too dilatory in removing the difficul- 
ties that the Treaty of Baſle preſented, by which, 


the Republic had conſented to a line of demar- 


cation that the Auſtrians did not reſpe&. It 
will appear alfo, that this Army marched after- 
wards to affiſt that of the Rhine, and. ſtopped 
the ſucceſsful career of the enemy on the upper 
part of that river, by forcing a part of it to fall 


back on Mentz; and that, after ſeveral ob- 


ſtinate engagements, General Clairfait propoſed 
a truce, which I accepted the more willingly, as 


the lines of Mentz being forced, I ſhould have 


been under the neceflity of making a winter 
campaign, which would probably have proved 
the deſtruction of the Army, or of repaſſing the 
Meuſe to get into winter quarters. In the year 


4, it will alſo be ſeen that this Army, by a ma- 


nœuvre which is not altogether deſtitute of me- 


nt, compelled Prince Charles, who was encamp- | 
ed with a principal part of his force at Bou- 
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molder, and who threatened to bear down on 
Treves, to make a precipitrate retreat to the 
left bank of the Rhine, by Mentz. This Army 
will appear alſo, by its movements on the Lower 
Rhine, to have facilitated the paſſage of this 
river for the Army which bore its name; and to 
have made a rapid march to within fix leagues 
of Ratiſbon :—the cauſes which brought on its 
retreat will then be unfolded; and it will be 
known, that, after having fought ſeveral times 
with heroic courage againſt far ſuperior forces, 
it retreated in good order, with all its artillery ; 
and not in diſorder and confuſion, as my per- 
ſonal enemies would have it believed. Laſtly, 
it will be known, that the principal cauſe of 
this retreat, originated in the defective plan of _ 
the campaign which I was ordered to follow j— | 
and that, when I reſigned the command of this 
Army to General Beurnonville, he found it with- 
out magazines, ſhoes, or means of tranſport, 
as it had actually been from the commencement 
of hoſtilities; but, at the ſame time, numerous, 
well armed, full of courage, and ready to renew 
its active ſervice, with the very ſmall ſupply that 
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was afforded- it, in tranſports, ſubſiſtence, and 
cloathing. I would invoke, if it were neceſſary, 
the teſtimony of the Generals Lefebvre, Cham- 
pionnet, Bernadotte, Collaud, Grenier, and, 
among many others, that of General Beurnon- 
ville, who, perhaps, had been at firſt impoſed 
| upon by falſe reports ; but who acknowledged 
the truth of what I now advance, when he re- 
viewed the Army on ſucceeding to its com- 
mand, | 


I well know that there is a claſs of men who 
love me not, and whoſe aim is, by any and 
every means, to ruin me in the public opinion. 
They will not fail to exhauſt their treachery and 
cunning in framing comments on theſe Memoirs. 
But I ſhall not trouble myſelf concerning their 
judgments, ſo that thoſe who know me better 
continue to regard me; and that the brave 
men, whom I have had the honour to com- 
mand, are ſatisfied that I have rendered them 
all the juſtice which they have ſo generally 
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Io ſerve his country with zeal, courage, 
loyalty, and diſintereſted affection, are the du- I 
| ties imperiouſly impoſed on all republicans.— 
I. leave the impartial public to determine who 
has fulfilled them with the greateſt fidelity, my 


* calumniators or myſelf. 
8 6 (Signed) JOURDAN. 
P. S. I am informed that certain perſons, \ 1 0 


on hearing that I was engaged in theſe Me- 
moirs, have declared their intention to anſwer 
them. A deſign ſo prematurely formed, an- 
nounces ſomewhat more of paſſion than of juſ- 
tice. But, be that as it may, if it is clearly 1 
proved to me that T have committed faults, I 
will meditate in filence on the inſtructions I 
ſhall receive, and ſtore them up for future occa- 
fions. If it ſhall be made to appear, that there 
are errors in my narrative, I ſhall haſten to re- 
pair them; but if I am calunmiated, I ſhall re- 
7 turn no anſwer. 
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I could draw new proofs, if that were neceſ- ä 


fo of every thing I haye ſaid reſpecting the 
ſuperiority of the Imperial Army, and the opera · 


tions of the reſpective Armies in Suabia, from a 


journal which is printed at Hamburgh, intitled, 


Precis des Even mens Militaires . This journal, 


which I received at the moment when I was 
finiſhing theſe Memoirs, has additional merit 


from the ſenſible conduct of its authors, who, 


diſdaining the ordinary and incorre& haſte of 
daily journals, have ſuſpended their publica- 


tion to a more diſtant period, when their judg- 


ment muſt poſſeſs better means to determine be- 
| tweet truth and error. The account of the 
operations of war appear to be digeſted from 
official reports. The general motions of the 
Armies are related with the greateſt exactneſs: : 
but the particular motions are not deſcribed with 
equal accuracy, which is not ſurprizing ; 3 nor, 
indeed, is it ereſſary to the deſign of the Au- 
une: 
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2 Publithed by Perthes, bookſeller at nabe, and and 
Debrett, Piccadilly, London, | 
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6 The following Table of the bee bre, 
upon in Niimber I Ku, Ware 


E * 4 


| Feb 
Army of Obſerpation and Garriſons = 
..» from Duſſeldorf to Manheim, 25,000 | 
Army of the Danube, = - 42,0 
Army of Switzerland, - - - - 45,000 


IMpERIAL ARMIES. 


? #0 


Army of Obſervation and Garrifon 
of Wurzbourg, - - - + - = 24,000 
Grand Army in Suabia, - =, » '- 66,000 
In the Woralberg, "= =: Rn 
In the Griſons = = 2,000 

In the Tyrol, - - - » 18,00 


* It appears that the writers who compile this 
Journal have had an exact knowledge of the 
force appointed to act under my orders. In fact, 

| If the troops announced by the Miniſter of War 
to form the Army of Obſervation had arrived ;— 
if the levies of the Army of the Danube had 
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You: ade if the Swiſs demi-brignder had 
been formed, I ſhould have actually had under 
my command the number of troops which they | 


have ſtated —But it has been made to appear, 


that it was reduced to fixty-fix thouſand men, 
divided into two Armies of the Danube and 


Helvetia, while the Imperial forces, which were 
brought to oppoſe them amounted, according 


to the preceding table, to an hundred and thirty- 
three thouſand men.— This Journal alſo proves, 
that I haye done every thing which man could 
do, by my geo- operations, to render the plan of 
the campaign ſucceſsful. I requeſt thoſe who 


are preparing to diſplay my errors, to give it a 
peruſal, before they venture to compoſe a com- 
mentary on my Memoirs; or I ſhall poſſeſs all 
the advantage of oppoſing their opinion by the 
teſtimony of men who, writing at Hamburgh, 
can have no motive to make a ſacrifice of 


Truth, to ſerve me. 


THE END. 
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